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ED AND ANN BOYES are among 
the leading recorders of bird songs. 
They have appeared before the Na- 
tional Audubon Society convention. 
Mr. Boyes is a former president— 
and Mrs. Boyes is the secretary—of 
the Detroit Audubon Society. Their 
work is arousing public interest in 
nature and conservation has been 
an important factor in the growth 
to national prominence of the De- 
troit Society. 


“Excellent Clarity and Brightness” 


WRITE ED AND ANN BOYES: “Much of our recording is done at dawn when 


bird songs are at their best, but light is poor. Identification would be difficult, if 


not impossible, were it not for the excellent clarity and BRIGHTNESS of our 


7X,35mm Bausch & Lomb binocular. We could even go further on an important 


angle justifying price over and above a mess of cheaper jobs now on the market. 


The cheap jobs might look good and operate quite well mechanically, but in our 


experience, just do not last.” 













Bausch & Lomb 
Zephyr-Light 
7X,.35mm Binocular 
\ Balcoted Optics 
x $186. Fed. tax incl. 







PROGRESS 


BAUSCH & LOMB CENTENNIAL 


WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG, 32 
pages of useful information you 
should know before you buy any 
binocular. Tells how to select a 
glass for your own use. Bausch & 
Lomb Optical Co., 12114 Lomb 
Park, Rochester 2, N. Y. 
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THE CHANGING SEASONS 


A Summary of the Fall Migration 


Ludlow 


ith the multiplicity of regional reports it is 

becoming increasingly difficult to make gen- 

eralizations about the weather pattern. Severe 
drought conditions were mitigated eastward from 
August on, becoming positively wet in Florida in late 
fall. Badly needed heavy rains came in late fall to 
Southern California, the Southwest and Coastal Texas. 
Editors complain of forest fires in the Appalachians 
and the Western Great Lakes. Texas complains of 
army worms in the grass. The drought did not break 
in the Plains or Rocky Mountain States, which had a 
relatively poor season. The whole East had many cool 
waves or cold fronts and reports a superlatively good 
Northeastward the late fall was very mild 
and open, producing a truly astonishing crop of late 
or southern stragglers. 

Regarding the birds it is difficult to get better or 
more sweeping generalizations. There was a flood of 
migrants on Sept. 20-21 from New England (149 
species, 1 party, 1 day) to Cape May, N. J. (175 in 
all), and possibly also the Appalachian Region, in- 
teresting to me as the greatest area occupied by one 
wave and the same group of species involved I ever 
heard of. The great wave on the Florida Gulf Coast, 
Oct. 5-15, “bringing many rare birds’ may or may 
not be related to the September 20-21 flight farther 
north. The tremendous flight of thrushes over Boston, 
on Sept. 20, just disappeared. On the Texas coast we 
have the very interesting information that any cool 
fronts were mild, and that the flycatchers and war- 
blers trickled quietly through. Similarly it seems 
doubtful if the fine Broad-winged Hawk flights in 
the Northeast can be correlated with the Texas dates 
given. 

Outstanding events were the astonishing western 
invasion so graphically chronicled by Lowery and 
Newman and by Watson and Goldman, and the east- 
ern invasion from the Southern Great Plains to the 
Southwest Region and Middle and Southern Cali- 
fornia. Everybody speaks of early departures and 
early dates, reaching a climax of eastern and northern 
species in Coastal Texas. I am unable to understand 
how weather patterns can account for both eastern 
and westward drifts northward, but the number and 
strength of cold fronts easily explain the early de- 
partures and the northern invasion in Texas. 

Grebes.—Horned in Arizona. Western moving east- 
ward, flocks in northeastern Ohio—Youngstown and 
Cleveland. 

Shearwaters.—Great year off New England coast. 

Gannet.—Picked up alive off Galveston, Tex. 


season. 


Griscom 


Cattle Egret—Shot on Cape Cod, Nov. 25. Three 
at Cape May, N. J., up to 4 at Lake Okeechobee, Fla., 
where beautiful colored movies were taken of 2 last 
March (Richard Borden). 

Flamingo.—Two records in Florida. 

Geese.—Good flight nearly throughout the country. 

Ducks.—Apparently doing well in most parts, par- 
ticularly in the Northeast, where only Common Eiders 
are markedly down, possibly due to the oil disaster 
last winter. 

Hawks.—Good flight in most of the East. 

Cranes.—Sandhill (Little Brown) in Ontario; 2 
Whooping Cranes unfortunately shot on migration. 

Rails.—Interesting records from 
coastal Texas. 

Gulls.—European Black-headed Gull, 1 adult and 
1 immature collected in Massachusetts by Allen Mor- 
gan; also Franklin’s collected in Massachusetts, and 
reported from Comox, B. C., and coastal California 
(2 localities); Little Gull in eastern Massachusetts 
and Chicago Lake front (every year since 1938!) ; 
Sabine’s Gull in Massachusetts (2 times), Ontario (2 
times), Rochester, N. Y., Topeka, Kans. 

Terns.—A Bridled in South Carolina, and an adult 
well seen by 10 people on Nantucket, Mass., Sept. 3 
(Snyder, John Kieran, ef al.). 

Dovekie.—No real flight past New England, but 
reached North Carolina (4 records), and coastal 
Florida to Palm Beach. 

Starling —Unhappily reported as abundant in Utah, 
becoming common in Arizona, and at Victoria, B.C. 

Blackbirds.—Western Meadowlark nesting in Mich- 
igan. Yellow-headed Blackbird seen in North Caro- 
lina and Blaine, Wash. Rusty Blackbird collected in 
Idaho. 

Eastward Birds W estward.—Blue-winged and Chest- 
nut-sided Warblers in Arizona; Slate-colored Junco, 
Harris's and White-throated Sparrows near Berkeley, 
Calif.; Black and White, Myrtle Warblers, Oven- 
bird and Am. Redstart in southern California. 

Other Land Birds.—Pine Siskin, great flight year 
eastward south to South Carolina, Tennessee and 
Louisiana. No marked flight year for any irregular 
winter birds, except possibly Common Redpoll and 
Hoary Redpoll in Ontario. Red Crossbill in eastern 
Massachusetts, Long Island, N. Y., mountains of 
Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and North Carolina. A 
truly remarkable number of Dickcissels, late chats and 
gnatcatchers northeastward. Groove-billed Ani, mov- 
ing north, collected in Oklahoma and Kansas, seen in 
Nebraska. Am. Magpie nesting in Minnesota. 
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REGION REPORTS 


Fall Migration 


August 16 to November 30, 1952 


NORTHEASTERN MARITIME REGION.—The 
terrific heat and drought of July broke in August, in- 
troducing a rapid succession of cool waves with land 
bird migrants on Aug. 
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September and October. Another great wave deluged 
Cape Cod on Sept. 28 (109 species). There were 
still others on Oct. 5, 11, and Nov. 2. The general 
trend established was the early departure of breeding 
birds and the early arrival of transients. 

This trend was interrupted in late fall by remark- 
ably mild weather. For the second time in history the 
heat accumulation of the year exceeded 1000° at 
Boston by late November and passed 1100° by the 
end of the year. A sharp cold wave on Nov. 9 and 11 
deluged Cape Cod with belated stragglers and we 
recorded over 120 species in four days. Since then 
the late fall birding has been uneventful and _ real 
winter weather or snow is required for any pro- 
nounced change. 

To sum up, we have had the finest fall migration 
ever reported in New England. Virtually all species 
and groups were notably numerous, and the rarities 
reported include almost every species ever recorded 
from New England. The most brutal and ruthless 
pruning is obviously required and personal emotions 
must be forgotten. I am most grateful to Mrs. Ruth 
P. Emery for data, and to numerous kind friends for 
transportation to good birding localities. 

Southern Herons.—Poor flight year. An adult Cattle 
Egret was shot by an unknown hunter at Truro, Cape 
Cod, on Nov. 25 and was preserved by the vigilance 
of State Warden Madden. It is just possibly the 
bird reported in Cambridge in early November by a 
young observer who saw a small egret, which he 
could not identify, but described perfectly. 

Geese—Canada fewer in Maine and on Cape Cod. 

Freshwater Ducks.—A fine flight of all possible 


species north to central Maine (Christopher M. Pack- 
ard). The number of Mallards and Am. Widgeon ex- 
ceeded anything ever recorded in this State. Winter- 
ing Black Ducks are definitely down. 

Sea Ducks.—Fine flight of every possible species 
The numbers of Redheads and Canvas-backs reported 
were the most in a twenty-year period. Eiders are 
reported as way down in southern Maine from Pema- 
quid Point to Monhegan Island (Packard), in Essex 
County, the coast south of Boston, Cape Cod and 
adjacent islands. 

Hawks.—Only fair flight coastally; excellent in 
hills inland and in New Hampshire (C. Wellman). 

Rails.—Poor flight, the general decline continuing 
Clapper Rails reported all over Cape Cod, north to 
the usual locality in Essex County. Yellow Rail, 2 
found dead, Sept. 2, at Greenbush (Charles Chase) ; 
collected at Wolfeboro, N. H., Oct. 2 (second state 
record, kindness of Ralph J. Carpenter); flushed on 
Nantucket, Sept. 25 (Heywoods), and on Oct. 4 at 
Little Compton, R. I. (D. Emerson). 

Shorebirds.—Poor fall flight of immature birds, 
the rarer ‘western’ species in poor numbers. No re- 
port at all for the Wilson’s Phalarope. 

Gulls.—An adult European Black-headed Gull was 
collected at Newburyport, Mass., Sept. 23, by Allan 
Morgan. Mrs. Clara de Windt reported a second-year 
Franklin's Gull at Newburyport, Oct. 16, which re- 
mained and was seen by numerous observers. It was 
joined on Nov. 2 by an immature European Black- 
headed Gull. Both birds were collected, again by 
Allan Morgan, on Nov. 4! 

Terns.—Poor flight of the rarer species. A Royal 
well seen at Napatree Point, R. I., Aug. 25 (Kraus). 

Mourning Dove.—Continues its rapid increase and 
spread. Reported from Shelburne County, N. S.: 3 
on Sept. 18, 1 on the 24th (Harrison F. Lewis). 

Flycatchers.—No really good flight of any northern 
or western species. Only 6 Western Kingbird re- 
ports, a decrease since 1940. 

Song Birds.—Extraordinary numbers of all possible 
species, notably Dickcissel, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (up 
to 6 in a day at Manomet, Mass.—Ernsts), Ye!low- 
breasted Chat (number of September to December 
records of a bird not known to breed near Boston or 
north of it, now in the same category as the gnat- 
catcher), White-crowned and Fox Sparrows. Fine 
flight of Pine Siskins, but a poor year for Red-breasted 
Nuthatch, Gray Shrike or any northern finch. Dr. 
Lewis tells me that the White-winged Crossbill also 
invaded interior Nova Scotia in summer, some still 
present. The most remarkable straggler is an Orchard 
Oriole trapped and banded at Portland, Maine, in 
December (Packard).—LupLow Griscom, Maseum 
of Comparative Zoology, Cambridge 38, Mass. 








HUDSON-ST. LAWRENCE REGION.—Tempera- 
tures at New York City were about normal until 
November; that month averaged nearly 4° high. Pre- 
cipitation was low; Octo- 
ber was one of the dry- 
est on record. The tail 
of a tropical hurricane 
lashed the City on Sept. 
\ 1. In central Vermont 
September was warm but 
October cool; precipita- 
’ tion was about normal. 

gue a At Charlesbourg, Que. 
< temperatures were aver- 
age but rainfall in Aug- 
ust and October was very 
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Ze seems to be no correla- 
Mi en tion between weather 
conditions and migration. 

Loons through Herons. 
—On October 6, 4 Red-necked Grebes were at Moisie 
Bay, Que. and 6 on the 16th (M. Campbell). Pied- 
billed Grebes were more numerous than usual. Off 
Montauk Point, L. I., 3 Greater and 12 Cory’s Shear- 
waters were seen on Aug. 9 (J. J. Elliott). The 
White Pelican, first reported in mid-June, was still 
at Millneck, L. I., on Nov. 24 (JJE). At Moisie Bay, 
Que. Gannets were seen through September, 125 on 
Sept. 11 (MC). There were few egrets in the Region. 
Five Am. Egrets were seen at Meadowbrook, Orange 
Co., N. Y., Aug. 19 (Dorothy C. Pallas) and 6 at 
Westport, Conn., Sept. 9 (B. L. Ficke). At South 
Amboy, N. J. there were 60 imm. Little Blue Herons 
on Aug. 17 (G. M. Seeley and others). At Calf 
Pasture, near Westport, Conn., Sept. 27, 2 Little 
Blues were seen on Sept. 27 (Mrs. Betty Long). 
There were several reports of Least Bitterns in the 
vicinity of Burlington, Vt. between Aug. 3 and Sept. 
13 (Marion L. Smith, R. B. Lavallee, N. St. Jacques). 
Swans and Geese.—Two Whistling Swans were at 
Parsippany Lake, near Morristown, N. J. on Nov. 20 
and 2 on Lake Como near Spring Lake, N. J., Nov. 
9 (C. D. Brown). There was a splendid migration 
of Canada Geese. At Montreal, Que., the first recorded 
arrival was a flock of 20 on Oct. 4 (Mary Mont- 
gomery). Over the Green Mountains of Vermont the 
first were seen on Oct. 10, and then a flock of 2007 
on Oct. 12 (A. M. Decker). Counts indicate that the 
flight was heavier down Lake Champlain than it was 
even in the large migration there 2 years ago. At 
Burlington, Vt., 575 were counted in YY, hour on 
Oct. 14 (RBL, NStJ). At Keeseville on the New 
York side a heavy flight was reported on Oct. 15 
(T. A. Lesperance). Some fine observations of geese 
and brant in Lake Champlain were furnished by Wm. 
R. Miller of the Vermont Fish and Game Service. 
Canada Geese began to arrive in numbers about Oct. 
10 in the northern part of the Lake. At Sandbar 
there were over 700 on Oct. 14; by the 19th most 
were gone. On Nov. 22 there were probably 750 off 
the Missisquoi River. This divided flight is also re- 
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Records also from Keeseville, N. Y. 


marked by William Young of Crown Point in the 
lower Lake. This division may represent the migra- 
tion of geese from two widely separated areas. On 
Oct. 19 there was a flock of 300 at Alburg, the in- 
dividuals of which were smaller, the gunners insist, 
and had different voices. No specimen was available. 
Canada Geese passed down the Hudson River over 
Bear Mountain Park in large numbers. Over North 
Jersey there was a heavy flight on Oct. 17, 18 and 
19, heaviest on the 18th (F. P. Wolfarth). One 
hundred were seen over Staten Island, N. Y., Oct. 18 
(Miss M. P. Weingartner). On the same day there 
were flocks over Westport, Conn. (BL). In the later 
flight 115 were counted on Missisquoi Bay, Que., on 
Nov. 10 (G. H. Montgomery). 

There was a good flight of Am. Brant off Orient, 
L. I., in October, reaching a maximum on the 15th 
and 16th (R. Latham). Large flocks were reported 
off Fire Island, E; t., Oe. re 45. Hopkins ). A 
marked increase of Am. Brant was noted on Lake 
Champlain; 20 were taken on one sandbar on Oct. 
19, a feat previously unheard of (WRM). On Oct. 
14 there were over 350 at the Winooski River in 
Vermont; they were present in the Lake until early 
November. Scattered inland records farther south: 
2 in Hudson River off Fort Montgomery, N. Y., 
Oct. 24 (J. C. Orth) and 3 in southwestern Con- 
necticut, Oct. 19 (BL). 

Snow Geese moving south were first noted at St. 
Joachim, Que., on Sept. 8. On Oct. 11 the flock here 
numbered at least 10,000 and there were other flocks 
north of Isle of Orleans and around other nearby 
islands. There were many young. Air photographs 
taken of the flocks on Oct. 28 by Louis Lemieux and 
Clement Delisle showed that 41,114 Snow Geese 
were present (R. Cayouette). On Nov. 18 about 200 
were seen at Swanton, Vt.; Snows are more often seen 
here in spring than in fall (R. H. Minns). Through- 
out the Champlain Valley the Snows were much 
more common than usual; they were mixed with the 
Canadas in the big concentration of Nov. 22 off the 
Missisquoi River. On Nov. 19 there were 18 adults 
and 30 imm. at North Hero, Vt. (WRM). Many 
Snows were in the big flocks of Canadas that crossed 
northern New Jersey, Oct. 17-19 (FPW). An inter- 
esting record was made by Seth Low and Chandler 
S. Robbins during a plane flight on Dec. 1. Flying 
at 4000 feet they passed over 3 flocks of Snow Geese, 
2 of these over Smithtown Bay, L. I., and the other 
over Sandy Hook, N. J. It is estimated that these 
flocks, each consisting of 40 to 50 birds, were flying 
at an altitude of 3000 feet. At St. Joachim, Que., 
there were a few Blues among the Snows on Oct. 
30 (RC). One ad. Blue was near Spring Lake, Nov. 
11 to at least Nov. 23 (FPW). 

Ducks.—Black Ducks were fairly plentiful and mi- 
grated over an extended period, from 1000 at Mastic, 
L. I. on Aug. 30 (J. T. Nichols) to 600 at St. 
Joachim, Que., Oct. 30 (RC). An increase was noted 
in Lake Champlain (TAL). Gadwall were few but 
well distributed; 50 at South Haven, L. I., Nov. 15 
(JJE). 3 near Spring Lake, N. J. Nov. 9 (CDB). 
(TAL) and 
3urlington, Vt. (RBL, NStJ). European Widgeon 


yp 


were seen at Jones Beach, L. I., Sept. 20 (JJE), at 
Rockville Center, L. I., Oct. 18 (Scarsdale Aud. Soc.) 
and at Point Pleasant, N. J., Nov. 9. There has been 
a considerable increase of Pintails in Lake Cham- 
plain; flocks of 40 to 50 have been frequent at Swan- 
ton, Vt. and many are brought to the Refuge for 
identification by gunners who are quite unfamiliar 
with the species (RHM). The early migrating Blue- 
winged Teal was fairly common near Monticello, 
N. Y. (K. D. Niven); 150 were at Mastic, L. I., 
Aug. 20 (JTN) and 140 at Burlington, Vt., Sept. 
25 (RBL, NStJ). Wood Duck numbers continue 
good. Scaup were early on the New Jersey coast; 
flocks appeared at Sandy Hook, Oct. 2 (G. D 
Stout). Twenty-four Redheads and 50 Canvas-back 
were at Alburg, Vt., Nov. 29; unusual for this loca- 
tion (WRM). At Parsippany Lake, near Morristown, 
N. J. on Nov. 11 a duck was seen that the many ob- 
servers called a Harlequin. The several sketches that 
were submitted indicate that they were right, an imm. 
4 still in molt. 

Hawks.—The hawk flight was generally good 
throughout the mountainous parts of the Region. 
On Long Island the numbers were not large and, as 
the Pigeon Hawk favors a coastal migration, falcons 
predominated. Turkey Vultures migrated over an ex- 
tended period. There were 40 on Sept. 2 near Ring- 
wood, N. J. (S. Waldron), 32 at Bear Mountain 
Park. N. Y., Sept. 21 (R. Deed). The largest 
Goshawk count was from Senneville, Que. where 8 
were seen Sept. 20 (L. M. Terrill). One was reported, 
Oct. 12, at the Connecticut Lakes, N. H. (Dorothy 
Snyder), another at Jonesville, Vt., Nov. 14 (RBL). 
Several others were seen by observers watching the 
general hawk migration from the ridges. At Mt. Tom 
near Northampton, Mass. 1987 Broad-winged Hawks 
were recorded on Sept. 17 (D. C. Hagar) and 1700 
on Sept. 20 (Reidel, Alcorn). At Mohonk Mountain 
near New Paltz, N. Y. 485 Broad-wings were seen 
on Sept. 20 (H. Meng). In the Kittatinny Mts. of 
New Jersey the hawk flight was probably the largest 
ever recorded in that State; on Sept. 20 nearly 5000 
hawks were seen; 4359 of these were Broad-wings. 
On Nov. 4 the total count there was 450, mostly 
Red-tails, but including 3 Golden Eagles (FPW). 
The Am. Rough-legged Hawk was more frequent 
than usual; the earliest was 1 at Montreal, Que., Sept. 
21 (LMT). From Watertown, N. Y. they are noted 
as unusually numerous between Oct. 23 and Nov. 
10 (J. B. Belknap). 

Rails.—The status of the Ruffed Grouse 
is not clear, for in some sections where the birds 
have been numerous in past years there is a decrease 
while at other points where there were but few 
heretofore they are reported in considerable 
numbers. Increases are reported at Seven Is., Que. 
(MC), at Rensselaerville, N. Y. (G. R. Cooley) and 
in the Catskill Mountains, N. Y. (RD). Sullivan 
Co., N. Y. also shows an increase (KDN); these 
last three may form a continuous area. Decreases are 
noted in the Green Mountains, Vt. (AMD) and also 
in the northern part of that State (RBL, NStJ). Bear 
Mountain Park, N. Y. notes a sharp decrease (JCO) 
southwestern Connecticut (BL). All rails 
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were below normal on Long Island (JJE). Three 
Soras in Marine Park, Staten Island, N. Y. are the 
first recorded there in years (MPW). A King Rail 
at Au Sable marsh on Lake Champlain was seen, 
Oct. 24 (TAL). 

Shorebirds—An unusual record was that of a Pi- 
ping Plover at Burlington, Vt., Sept. 3 to 6 (RBL, 
NStJ and others). Golden Plover were at many 
points, more than usual; 1 at Montreal, Oct. 22 
(LMT); 2 near Asbury Park, N. J. from Aug. 31 
to Nov. 1; 1 at Glastonbury, Conn., Nov. 7 to 15 
(L. J. Whittles), the first record for central Con- 
necticut since 1893. One was at Burlington, Vt. 
through September (RBL, NStJ) and 1 at Princeton, 
N. J. (James Baird). Black-bellied Plover were 
numerous at Moisie Bay, Que., Sept. 2-18 (MC). 
Woodcock were pretty generally reported. At New- 
bury, Vt. 40 were seen on Oct. 20 (W. P. Smith). 
They were very numerous at Glastonbury, Conn. 
from Oct. 5 to Nov. 15 (LJW). There was a good 
flight of Wilson’s Snipe near Montreal in October; 
the last were seen, Nov. 11 (LMT). At Missisquoi 
Bay, Que. 60+ were counted on Sept. 28 (GHM). 
Very few were reported from points farther south. 
Hudsonian Curlew were seen at Moisie Bay, Que. 
between Sept. 11 and 18, maximum of 8 (MC); at 
Hadley, Mass. this curlew was photographed, Sept. 
7 (G. A. Weeks and others), the first record for the 
Connecticut River Valley since 1926. A Purple Sand- 
piper was again on Lake Champlain, Burlington, Vt., 
Nov. 3 (RBL, NStJ). Pectoral Sandpipers were 
numerous throughout, some recorded at South Wind- 
sor, Conn. as late as Oct. 31 (Mrs. O. Rhines). A 
Long-billed Dowitcher was at Newbury, Vt., Oct. 25, 
apparently the first Vermont record (WPS). On the 
New Jersey coast the shorebird flight was the best in 
years with both godwits well up (GDS). A Marbled 
Godwit was photographed at St. Jean Port Joli, 
L'Islet Co., Que., Aug. 18 (HAC and Geneva Jack- 
son); a late bird of this species was at Montauk 
Point, L. I., Nov. 3 (G. Raynor). The flight of 
Northern Phalaropes was good. 

Jaegers through Doves.—Two Parasitic Jaegers 
were at Moisie Bay, Que., Sept. 11 (MC). A Glau- 
cous Gull was seen near Montreal, Oct. 24 (GHM) 
and an Iceland Gull at Clayton, N. Y. on the early 
date of Aug. 20 (W. W. Reid). A Bonaparte’s Gull 
at Fire Island, L. I., on Aug. 23 was also early (H. 
Darrow). Black-legged Kittiwakes were quite numer- 
ous at Moisie Bay, Que., 31 on Sept. 11 (MC); 1 
imm. bird was at South Amboy, N. J., Nov. 18 
(Carol Davis). Caspian Terns were seen at the east- 
ern shore of Lake Ontario, N. Y., at Saybrook, Conn., 
and a late record comes from Jones Beach, L. I., 
Nov. 23 (J. Bull). 

All alcid records come from Moisie Bay, Que. 
Razor-billed Auks were recorded on Aug. 31 and 
Sept. 15 and Black Guillemots were present through 
September (MC). The dove flight was poor. A very 
northerly record for a Mourning Dove was from St. 
Donat, Que., Sept. 18 and 19 (Marion L. Smith). 

Cuckoos through Swallows. — A Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo was seen at Montreal, Oct. 21, a very late 
date for a locally rare bird (LMT). Only 3 Snowy 
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Owls were reported: Burlington, Vt., Oct. 25 and 
26 (RBL, NStJ); Monticello, N. Y., Nov. 9 (D. 
Furman) and Swanton, Vt. (RHM). A few Saw-whet 
Owls were found: 1, Nov. 3 to 17, W. Rutland, Vt. 
(Miss Betty Ball); Wilton, Conn., Oct. 10 and 11 
(BLF); Kripplebush, N. Y., Nov. 23 (F. Hough) 
and Scarsdale, N. Y., Nov. 10 (M. Wrangell). Arctic 
Woodpeckers were seen only at more northerly points. 
There are more than the usual number of records of 
the Pileated Woodpecker; many reported in northern 
Vermont (BB) ; fairly common in Sullivan Co., N. Y. 
(KDN); 2 at Ringwood, N. J. (SW) and at Ley- 
den, Mass. (W. T. Arms). Red-headed Woodpeckers 
were noted only at Morristown, N. J. (CD), New 
Paltz, N. Y. (J. Burroughs Nat. Hist. Soc.), and on 
Long Island (JJE). The only Western Kingbird re- 
ported was at Riis Park, L. I., Nov. 16 (JJE). A late 
Least Flycatcher was found at Nyack, N. Y., Oct. 7 
(Dr. Hopper). In early fall Horned Larks were more 
numerous than usual on eastern Long Island; the 
flock at Orient rose to 600 birds by Oct. 12 but was 
down to no more than 200 in early November (RL). 
The great number of Tree migrating 
through has not been equaled in 35 years. At Orient, 
some flocks were estimated at over 10,000 birds (RL), 
at New Brunswick, N. J. an estimated 30,000 were 
seen, Aug. 31 (J. Baird). On Oct. 2 on western 
Long Island 210 were seen at Jamaica Bay (J. M. 
Satter). 

Jays through Crows.—The Gray Jay was present 
in increased numbers at Seven Island, Que. (MC); 
on Sept. 23 there were 5 at St. Donat, Que. (MLS). 
Two were seen at 4000 ft. on the Camels Hump in 
Vermont, Nov. 2 (RBL); in New Hampshire 12 
were counted in the Connecticut Lake area, Oct. 12 
(BB). Five Am. Magpies, brought from the west, 
were liberated at Cranford, N. J. and they have 
created a lot of local excitement and a flood of re- 
ports. Common Ravens were reported from late Sep- 
tember at Seven Is., Que. (MC) and 2 on Sept. 24 
at St. Donat, Que. (MLS). One was noted by ob- 
servers watching the hawk flight in the Kittatinny 
Mts., N. J., Oct. 25 (FPW). The migration of Am. 
Crows was heavy; 700 were counted at St. Augustin, 
Portneuf Co., Que., Sept. 19 (F. Hamel); a large 
flight occurred on Oct. 23 in the Green Mountains, 
Vt. (AMD); at Burlington, Vt. an uninterrupted 
flock required 214 hours to pass (RBL). 

Nuthatches through Kinglets—The Red-breasted 
Nuthatch was unusually numerous at Quebec city (RC) 
and there was a large concentration at St. Donat, Que., 
Sept. 17 to 24 (MLS); few were reported farther 
south. Several Carolina Wrens were in the general vi- 
cinity of New Paltz, N. Y. (JBNHS), and one was 
banded at Essex, N. Y. (Gordon Meade) ; at Canaan, 
Conn. one was singing on Sept. 30 (A. A. Saunders). 
Many Mockingbirds were in the southern part of the 
Region; reports came from Long Island, northern 
New Jersey and southern New York. Hermit Thrushes 
were very plentiful, exceeding in number the record 
of any previous fall at Orient, L. I.; flocks of 50 to 
300 birds were seen there in early October (RL). 
There was a very heavy coastal flight of these birds 
in New Jersey from Oct. 20 to Nov. 11 (GDS) and 
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a large sustained migration at Glastonbury, Conn. 
through November (LJW). At Montreal the peak of 
the Hermit Thrush migration was reached, Oct. 22 
(LMT). The only Greenland Wheatear reported was 
at Seven Is., Que. on Oct. 18 and 24 (MC). Both 
kinglets were extremely numerous during migration. 
At Senneville, Que. near Montreal 150 Ruby-crowned 
Kinglets were counted on Sept. 21; the last record 
was Oct. 22. The Golden-crowned Kinglet was the 
most numerous bird at Senneville, Sept. 27 and 28, 
when several hundred were seen (LMT). Fifty to 
75 Golden-crowns could be counted almost daily at 
Burlington, Vt. in early October (RBL). The Golden- 
crown was particularly abundant at Monticello, N. Y. 
in early November (KDN). On Nov. 11 at the 
north end of Sandy Hook, N. J. several hundred 
Golden-crowns were seen and about half as many 
Ruby-crowns (GDS). 

Pipits through Tanagers —Water Pipits arrived at 
Moisie Bay, Que. on Aug. 30 and were seen almost 
daily thereafter (MC); there were 85 at Senneville, 
Que., Sept. 27 and flocks of 10 to 75 were frequent 
until Nov. 1 (LMT); at Burlington, Vt. 345 were 
counted, Sept. 30 (RBL). The first Gray Shrikes were 
reported from Seven Is., Que., Oct. 5 (MC) and at 
Lachine, Que., Oct. 18 (A. R. Lepingwell) ; western 
Massachusetts reported this species in late October. 
A Loggerhead Shrike was seen at Burlington, Vt., 
Aug. 19 (MLS) and at Sussex, N. J., Oct. 26 (E. B 
Nixdorf). Two late Solitary Vireos were at Montreal, 
Oct. 22 (LMT) and a Yellow-throated Vireo at Glas- 
tonbury, Conn., Oct. 13 (LJW). Tennessee Warblers 
were generally reported; 14 were at Burlington, Vt., 
Sept. 1 (RBL). A few Orange-crowned were found: 
1 at Newbury, Vt., Sept. 18 (WPS), 1 at Burling- 
ton, Vt. in late October (RBL). A Nashville was at 
Northampton, Mass. as late as Oct. 21 (SAE); Myrtle 
Warblers were unusually abundant throughout except 
on Long Island. A Yellow-breasted Chat was picked 
up at Hackensack, N. J. on Nov. 10, dazed by im- 
pact; it was banded and released the following day 
(N. J. Aud. Soc.). Large flocks of Bobolinks were 
reported flying over New Brunswick, N. J. from 
Aug. 30 to Sept. 3, 1163 on Aug. 30 alone (JB); 
125 were at Newbury, Vt., Aug. 21 (WPS). In late 
November a Baltimore Oriole, 2 or imm., was at 
Glastonbury, Conn. (LJW), and at Brandon, Vt. 1 
was still visiting a feeding station as late as Nov. 20 
(BB). A much-studied Western Tanager was reported 
at Jones Beach, L. I., Nov. 23 (J. Bull, W. Sedwitz). 

Finches and Sparrows.—Dickcissels were numerous 
and widely distributed; 1 was seen at Seven Is., Que. 
on Oct. 5; about a week later one was found dead, 
probably the same bird (MC). Ten Dickcisse!s were 
recorded on Long Island (JJE); others were reported 
from Plainfield, Mass., Oct. 19 (D. Ross) and from 
Deerfield, Mass., Oct. 25 (J. L. Bagg); 2 were at 
Rumson, N. J., Nov. 1 (GDS); 2 at Nyack, N. Y., 
Oct. 19, and still present (Dr. Hopper); 1 at Sum- 
mit, N. J. (Mrs. Demarest). 

At Charlesbourg just north of Quebec city, small 
flocks of Evening Grosbeaks were present through 
August; the numbers increased to about 100 in late 
October but very few remained into November (RC). 
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Three were found at St. Donat, Que. on Sept. 25 
(MLS) and 1 at the Connecticut Lakes, N. H., 
Oct. 12 (DS). A few individuals were seen at Bur- 
lington, Vt. in late October (RBL, NStJ). At New- 
bury, Vt. 10 appeared, Oct. 28 (WPS), and 1 at 
Stockbridge, Mass., Nov. 9 (Miss G. H. Schumacher). 
They arrived at Rochester, Vt., Nov. 13 (AMD), 
and at Monticello, N. Y., Nov. 16 (Este!la Schul- 
man). The first Pine Grosbeak reported was at 
Jamaica (Green Mountains), Vt. on Aug. 20 (KH). 
Several were seen at St. Donat, Que. on Sept. 19 and 
24 (MLS) and at Seven Is., Que., Oct. 19 (MC). 
On Mt. Greylock near Adams, Mass. 1 was found, 
Oct. 26 (GHS). Seven were at W. Becket, Mass., 
Oct. 13 and 14 (Mrs. Derby). Twenty redpolls at 
St. Donat, Que. on Sept. 19 were the first reported 
(MLS) and at the Connecticut Lakes, N. H., 12 
were seen, Oct. 13 (DS). Fifty arrived at Charles- 
bourg, Que., Oct. 23 and small flocks continued 
there through November (RC). Two flocks were at 
Burlington, Vt. in late October (RBL, NStJ) and 
150 were there on Nov. 19 (NStJ). They were com- 
mon in flocks of up to 60 birds at Montreal from 
Nov. 1 on (LMT). Fifteen reached Pittsfield, Mass., 
Nov. 8 (GHS) and a small flock was at Leyden, 
near Bernardston, Mass. on Nov. 16 (W. T. Arms). 
At Gouverneur, N. Y. 200+ were seen, Nov. 18. 

The Pine Siskin flight was described in most re- 
ports by the word “enormous.” They were at Seven 
Is., Que. from the beginning of the period (MC); 
at Charlesbourg, Que. they were first found in mid- 
September and were common thereafter (RC). The 
heaviest flight seemed to follow both shores of Long 
Island Sound. Along the Connecticut shore from Say- 
brook to New Haven an estimated 2000 birds were 
seen on Nov. 2 (LJW); 250 to 300 were at Sher- 
wood Is., Conn., Nov. 9 (BL); in eastern Long Is- 
land flocks from 50 to an estimated 2000 occurred in 
October (RL); on the south Long Island shore 400 
were at Jones Beach, Nov. 16 (JTN). Inland they 
were common at Montreal, Oct. 19 to Nov. 1 
(LMT); at Canaan, Conn., the flight lasted only 
from Oct. 9 to 17; on Oct. 10, 100 were seen (AAS). 
Two hundred was the highest daily count in Mon- 
mouth Co., N. J. (1. Black and others). Both Red 
and White-winged Crossbills were numerous at Seven 
Is., Que. but the Reds were in the minority (MC); 
both species were at Clarendon, Vt. (H. Potter); 50 
White-winged were seen at Burlington, Vt., Nov. 11 
and the Red at Camels Hump, Vt., Nov. 2 (RBL); 
at Lamontville near New Paltz, N. Y. a flock of the 
Red was found, Nov. 13 (H. and I. Dunbar) and 
on western Long Island several flocks of this species 
occurred after Nov. 1. 

Several Lark Sparrows were reported from Long 
Island (JJE). Two Henslow’s Sparrows were seen at 
Newbury, Vt. on Sept. 8, at about the northern limit 
of their range (WPS).—Cuar_es K. NICHOLS, Am. 
Museum of Natural History, New York 24, N. Y. 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION.—The 
fall season was dry until heavy rains came in late 
November. Temperatures were normal, except for a 
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gion. Interesting 
records were 2 
Cattle Egrets, 3 Glossy Ibises, a Western Kingbird, 
and 3 Dickcissels. Banding operations at Cape May 
Point by Seth H. Low, John H. Buckalew, and Rev. 
Edward Stoehr accounted for some of the rare birds, 
such as a Philadelphia Vireo (first record), Worm- 
eating Warbler, and Blue-winged Warbler. 

Grebes to Herons.—A Red-necked Grebe at Cape 
Charles on Oct. 25 is probably the earliest Virginia 
record (F. R. Scott). New Jersey had a heavy move- 
ment of Double-crested Cormorants in the first week 
of September. The late summer invasion of herons 
was satisfactory throughout the Region, many remain- 
ing late. A late Louisiana Heron was seen at Stone 
Harbor, N. J., on Nov. 1 (Stanley Quickmire). Rob- 
ert Eggleston found a Snowy Egret at Danville, Va., 
Aug. 29. 

Swans, Geese and Ducks.—Four Whistling Swans 
summered on the Susquehanna River near Long Level, 
Pa. (T. Hake). In the northern part of the Region 
there was an extraordinary migration of Canada Geese 
in the second week of October, with flocks of 30 
to 100. Maurice Broun counted 545 over Hawk 
Mountain on Oct. 18. Canada Geese arrived early all 
along the Virginia coast and in York River, as did 
many species of ducks; but Whistling Swans were 
scarce in the early part of the season and the Back 
Bay Snow Geese did not arrive until after mid- 
November (J. H. Grey). C. S. Robbins saw a flock 
of 55 Blue Geese and one Snow Goose at Berwyn, 
Md., Oct. 18. A Mallard on Sept. 17 at Seaford is 
the earliest migrant record for Virginia, and a Can- 
vas-back on Oct. 6 is 23 days earlier than any pre- 
vious record at Richmond, Va. (FRS). R. F. Miller 
saw 38 White-winged Scoters on Oct. 18 on the Dela- 
ware River near Burlington, N. J., where the species 
is uncommon. An Am. Eider, first record, was shot at 
Lewisburg, Pa., Oct. 20; and reported to H. T. Ross. 

Birds of Prey.—Westerly winds produced a fine 
hawk migration in Pennsylvania and New Jersey. 
Gunners caused prodigious destruction at coastal and 
mountain points. Up to Dec. 8 Broun listed 20,640 
birds of prey, including 12,629 Broad-wings, 2,555 
Red-tails, 114 Bald Eagles, 80 Golden Eagles, 32 
Peregrine Falcons, 45 Pigeon Hawks, and 8 Gos- 
hawks. Hackman had good counts at White Marsh, 
Md. with 1968 Broad-wings, 423 Sharp-shins, and 
14 Peregrines in September, and a Golden Eagle in 
October and one in early November. A Gyrfalcon in 
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white phase was discovered by Fred Mears at Beach 
Haven Inlet, N. J., on Nov. 2, and was also seen by 
Edward Marx. It was under observation for some 
time, while it sat on a sand dune eating a shorebird. 

Rails.—Bruce McCartney and others reported King 
Rails as common in fresh water marshes along the 
York River in Virginia, Virginia Rails were regular 
through November, and Soras were abundant in all 
Tidewater marshes. A Black Rail was found at 
Goshen, N. J., on Sept. 5 (P. F. Springer); a dead 
Yellow Rail was found on the Cape May Point light- 
house platform, 180 feet up, on Sept. 28 (Q. Kra- 
mer), and another at Tinicum, Philadelphia, Pa. on 
Oct. 17 (RFM). 

Shorebirds —Sam Dyke, Carl Fasnacht and Theo- 
dore Hake, working together through the summer and 
fall, recorded 22 species of shorebirds on the Susque- 
hanna River flats below Columbia, Pa. Some interest- 
ing birds were: Golden Plover, high count of 71, 
Oct. 5; Willet, Aug. 10; Pectoral Sandpiper, high 
count of 92, Oct. 5; White-rumped Sandpiper, high 
count of 12, Aug. 30; Baird’s Sandpiper, 3, Aug. 24; 
Stilt Sandpiper, high count of 36, Aug. 10; Buff- 
breasted Sandpiper, Aug. 24; Northern Phalarope, 
2, Sept. 1. A strange shorebird feeding and resting 
place was reported by Paul Schwalbe, who found 
some 600 birds on Aug. 28 on the water-covered 
roof (air conditioning installation) of the Westing- 
house Electric plant at Essington, Pa. Most of the 
birds were of the two Yellow-legs, the water being 
too deep for smaller sandpipers. A Dowitcher and a 
Wilson’s Phalarope were noted. Reports indicate a 
good flight of Golden Plover, one on Nov. 2, the 
latest record for Virginia, being found near New- 
port News by R. A. Glassell and Howard Lindquist. 
R. F. Deed and others noted 4 at Bombay Hook, 
Del. the same day. D. C. Coman found 4 Baird’s 
Sandpipers at Thompson's Beach, N. J. on Aug. 16; 
and one was seen at Sandy Point, Md., Aug. 17, by 
C. N. Mason and V. Hogan. J. W. Taylor, Jr., saw 
a Stilt Sandpiper at the D. C. Airport, Sept. 1. Re- 
ports of Marbled Godwits have been rather com- 
mon, among them 7 at Beach Haven Inlet, N. J., 
Sept. 5 (James Baird, A. E. Eynon), 7 at Stone Har- 
bor, N. J., Sept. 18 (C. A. Wonderly), an unpre- 
cedented count of 14 at Ocean City, Md., Aug. 13 
(L. Griffith, L. Westhaver), and 8 at same place, 
Sept. 6 (D. E. Power). Hudsonian Godwits were 
also reported more often than usual, the first being 
one seen at Beach Haven Inlet, N. J., July 4, by 
Fred Van Sant, and a high count of 4 being made 
there by David Cutler on July 27. Four Am. Oyster- 
catchers were Seen near Tuckerton, N. J. on Oct. 9 
(MB). E. O. Mellinger, Refuge Manager, reported 
4 Am. Avocets at Chincoteague Refuge, Va. on Oct. 
18, one remaining to Nov. 2. At Beach Haven Inlet, 
N. J., a Wilson’s Phalarope was seen on July 19 
(Thorsell, Fables, Conn) and a Northern Phalarope 
on July 27 (Hopkins, Thorsell). A Northern Phala- 
rope, evidently fatigued, was closely observed at 
Yorktown, Va. on Sept. 11 by R. J. Beasley. 

Gulls.—A very high count of 15 Parasitic Jaegers 
was made at Indian River Inlet, Del. by J. Terborgh, 
J. E. Knudson and others on Nov. 1. On Nov. 22 an 
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Iceland Gull in first year plumage was found by 
Kenneth Wright on the Potomac, just south of Alex- 
andria, Va. and was later checked by J. M. Abbott. 
Scott made a remarkable record of an immature Great 
Black-backed Gull on Nov. 2 at Byrd Park, Rich- 
mond, the first inland record for Virginia. Vera Hen- 
derson and E. Tappan studied closely a Lesser Black- 
backed Gull at Gibson Island, Md. on Oct. 8. 

Cuckoos to Swallows —On Oct. 25 at Norfolk 
W. F. Rountrey made the latest record for Virginia 
for the Yellow-billed Cuckoo. Any number of first 
records for the Newport News peninsula, Va. were 
made this fall by R. A. Glassell, R. J. Beasley, and 
Howard Lindquist: Black-billed Cuckoo, Western 
Kingbird, Philadelphia Vireo, Tennessee, Nashville 
and Canada Warblers, and Lark Sparrow (Buckroe 
Beach, Sept. 26). Four Short-eared Owls were seen 
at Clarksville, Va. on Nov. 3 and 9 (RE). A Saw- 
whet Owl, shot near Williamsburg, Va., Nov. 25, 
was brought to McCartney. E. G. Davis saw 600 to 
1000 Tree Swallows on Oct. 26 between Fredericks- 
burg and Stratford, Va. A Cliff Swallow at Rich- 
mond, Va., Sept. 29, is the first fall record for fif- 
teen years. 

Nathatches to Vireos.—This has been a good sea- 
son for Red-breasted Nuthatches in Pennsylvania, but 
a very poor one in Virginia. Brackbill reported the 
last color-banded breeding Am. Robin in the Balti- 
more area on Oct. 20. A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher at 
Gibson Island, Md. on Oct. 18 (Henderson) was 
late; and one at Alexandria, Va. on Nov. 11 was 
more than a month later than normal (EGD, J. K. 
Merritt). There was a very heavy southward move- 
ment of Golden-crowned Kinglets, with many thou- 
sands at Hawk Mountain. Other Philadelphia Vireo 
records were: Hawk Mountain, Sept. 4, and several 
later (MB); Fairfax, Va., Sept. 2 (E. D. Peacock) ; 
Great Falls, Md., Sept. 7 (P. A. DuMont); South 
Mt., Md., Sept. 20 (R. J. Beaton) ; and Laurel, Md., 
Sept. 23 (CSR). 

Warblers—AIl points reported heavy warbler 
flights. Blackburnian, Cape May, Bay-breasted, and 
Tennessee Warblers passed through in huge num- 
bers. There were more reports from Maryland of 
Orange-crowned Warblers than usual: Kensington, 
Sept. 30 (F. C. Cross); Seneca, Oct. 4 (I. R. 
Barnes) ; Pennyfield Lock on C & O Canal, Oct. 18 
(PAD); Great Falls, Oct. 19 (PAD). A very late 
Prairie Warbler was seen at Gibson Island, Md. on 
Oct. 20 (C. Buchanan, Henderson, Tappan), and 
an Oven-bird remained at a D. C. feeder until Nov. 
13 (J. H. Criswell). The Connecticut Warbler was 
reported from the Richmond, Va. area on Sept. 29 
and Oct. 16 (FRS). A Mourning Warbler was seen 
on Long Beach Island, N. J., Aug. 23 (JB, AE), 
and one was banded at Fairfax, Va., Sept. 5 (EDP). 
A Kentucky Warbler at Norfolk on Oct. 13 is the 
latest Virginia date (WFR). 

Icterids and Tanagers—A Baltimore Oriole at 
Alexandria, Va., Nov. 27, was more than a month 
late (JKM). A flock of 1000 Grackles stayed at Wil- 
liamsburg, Va. to Thanksgiving Day, several weeks 
later than normal (JHG). A late Scarlet Tanager 
was trapped at Wenonah, N. J. on Nov. 1 (WM). 
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Finches. —This has been a remarkably good season 
for Pine Siskins, with heavy flights at all points in 
the northern section, and the heaviest flight on record 
in Maryland. McLaughlin saw a flock of 500 to 
1000 at Tuckerton, N. J., on Nov. 16. In Maryland 
flocks of 100 or more were reported from Unity, Ber- 
wyn, Easton, Port Tobacco and Ocean City. In Vir- 
ginia small flocks arrived in mid-October and maxi- 
mum counts of 50 were reached in November. The 
first Evening Grosbeaks were reported on Sept. 17 at 
Brookmont, Md., close to D. C. (M. and S. Van- 
Meter), with later Maryland reports from Harford 
County and Patuxent Refuge. There were few reports 
from the northern section; 15 on Oct. 18 and 8 on 
Nov. 9 at Hawk Mt. (MB). There was a good flight 
of Red Crossbills in Pennsylvania, especially along the 
ridges, the first at Hawk Mt. being noted on Sept. 
9, with a high count in a day of 56 (MB). Dick- 
cissels were more common than usual in New Jersey: 
Beach Haven, Aug. 23 (JB, AE); Bridgeton, 2 on 
Oct. 30 (B. K. Matlack); Cape May Court House, 
Nov. 1 (SQ), and Nov. 2 (W. B. Wright); Cape 
May, Nov. 19 (SQ). There were several New Jersey 
records of Lark Sparrows: Barnegat, 2 on Aug. 24 
(Miss Elizabeth Lippincott), and one on Sept. 5 
(JB, AE); Island Beach, Aug. 24 (QK). A Slate- 
colored Junco at Loch Raven, Sept. 13 (H. Kolb), 
is the earliest record for the Baltimore-Washington 
area. New Jersey and the Washington, D. C. area 
had a splendid flight of White-crowned Sparrows. A 
Lincoln’s Sparrow at Richmond, Oct. 3, is the first 
Virginia record east of the upper Piedmont—JULIAN 
K. Potter, 437 Park Ave., Collingswood, N. J., and 
J. J. Murray, 6 White St., Lexington, Va. 


SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST REGION.— 
The fall of 1952 patterned closely after the fall of 
1951 with even more drastic departures from normal. 
Recovery from 
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in most of the 
coastal and Pied- 
mont areas by 
the end of Aug- 
ust, with the ar- 
rival of hurri- 
cane winds and 
rain from the 
southeast. Sep- 
tember was again rather dry. The low water table at 
the Cape Romain Refuge, S. C. failed to support the 
crop of Banana Waterlilies and similar plants and 
masses of Ring-necked Ducks went elsewhere. The 
waterfowl population on the upper coast was good. 
The Lake Mattamuskeet area, N. C. attracted Canada 
Geese estimated upward to 90,000. Inland, at Anson- 
ville, N. C., geese were also plentiful. At Savannah 
and St. Mary's, Ga., the season was considered a 
poor one. The high winds brought a quantity of 
White Ibises and herons deep into South Carolina, 
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and a Bridled Tern was washed ashore on a Charles- 
ton beach. Warblers, noticeably scarce in southern 
Georgia, were present in great numbers in the north- 
ern portion of the Region. Before the end of October 
record-breaking first frosts were widespread. Scattered 
lunar migration studies, not yet analyzed, seem to 
indicate early massed departures. 

Grebes.—At Rocky Mount, N. C., over 43 Pied- 
billed Grebes came in on the full moon, stopped 
over Sept. 3 at City Lake and moved on with little 
observed feeding (J. W. E. Joyner). They were 
present in unusually large numbers at Coleraine, Ga. 
(Frederick V. Hebard). 

Petrels, Pelicans —A Wilson's Petrel was found 
dying on the beach at Masonboro Sound, Wilmington, 
N. C., Aug. 26 (Mrs. Cecil Appleberry). A Brown 
Pelican was inland at Albany, Ga. for 3 weeks in 
August and September (Mrs. T. T. Giffin); 2 were 
reported at McClellanville, S. C., Dec. 5 by Refuge 
Manager Paul Sturm. 

Bitterns, Ibises—At Harker’s Island (Moorehead 
City), N. C., an Am. Bittern was seen, Oct. 4 (Mrs. 
A. W. Bachman). White Ibises were noted at Cole- 
raine, Ga., as late as Sept. 15 (FVH). 

Swans, Geese, Ducks —A Whistling Swan was at 
the Santee Refuge, Summerton, S. C., Nov. 28, and 
3 others arrived on Dec. 5. There were no swans on 
the Refuge last winter; 1 was reported the year before 
last (R. J. Lemaire). Canada Geese were found in 
good numbers along the coast generally. They had 
reached southern Georgia by Oct. 6. An estimated 
800 of them were at the Santee Refuge by mid-No- 
vember and on Nov. 18, 3 immature Blue Geese 
were in that area. Two adult Blue Geese were at the 
Refuge, Dec. 5. Another was reported at Milledge- 
ville, Ga., Oct. 24 (Miss Lucille Rotchford). Again 
this fall a single European Widgeon appeared at 
Wilmington, N. C., arriving Oct. 29. The earliest 
1951 report was Nov. 11 (Mrs. Cecil Appleberry, 
Mrs. W. C. Mebane). An Am. Widgeon was watched 
near Henderson, N. C. by Mrs. A. W. Bachman, 
Oct. 11. At McClellanville, S. C., Blue-winged Teal 
came in on Aug. 1 and were common by Aug. 18 
(Sturm); Ivan R. Tomkins reported a flock at Sa- 
vannah, Ga., Aug. 24. A male Redhead, not often 
recorded far inland, was on Salem Lake, Winston- 
Salem, N. C., Nov. 30 (T. W. Simpson). Ruddy 
Ducks were at Wilmington by Oct. 9; 30 were 
counted at Winston-Salem, Nov. 29 (TWS). 

Hawks.—Progress of migration in the mountain 
(Appalachian) area has been submitted for publica- 
tion elsewhere. These scattered reports are of inter- 
est: Broad-winged Hawk, Winston-Salem, N. C., Nov. 
29 (TWS); Rough-legged Hawk, Savannah, Ga., 
Nov. 21 (IRT); Bald Eagle, Winston-Salem, N. C., 
Aug. 30 (TWS); Pigeon Hawk, Wrightsville Beach, 
Wilmington, N. C., Sept. 12 (Mrs. Appleberry, Rob- 
ert Holmes, Jr.). 

Rails to Godwits—A Sora Rail was captured and 
released at Columbia, S. C., Oct. 11 (Mrs. Clyde 
Sisson, Miss Andrea Stocks). Wilson’s Snipe put in 
an early appearance at Rocky Mount, N. C., Aug. 27 
(D. W. Joyner). At McClellanville, S. C., Refuge 
Manager Sturm saw 2 Long-billed Curlews on Aug. 
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31, a rather early date. A few of these curlews are 
being found at the Romain Refuge each year. Purple 
Sandpipers were recorded on Sept. 12 (1), Sept. 28 
(2), and Nov. 15 (10) at Wilmington, N. C. (Mrs. 
Appleberry). At Winston-Salem, N. C., 3 Pectoral 
Sandpipers were seen, Oct. 25 & 26 (TWS). A con- 
centration of Dowitchers at the Romain Refuge was 
estimated at 2500 on Oct. 11 (Sturm). Four Stilt 
Sandpipers were at Savannah, Ga., as late as Sept. 7 
(IRT); Hebard noted 1 near Coleraine, Ga., Nov. 
7. The 2nd and 3rd specimens of Buff-breasted 
Sandpipers for Georgia were taken at Savannah, Sept. 
18 & 20 within 100 yards of the place where the first 
was collected last year (IRT). Marbled Godwits were 
at the Romain Refuge in fair numbers in mid-No- 
vember (Sturm). Mrs. T. T. Giffen at Albany, Ga., 
reported an Am. Avocet seen on Sept. 5. 

Gulls, Terns, Dovekies—Four Great Black-backed 
Gulls were at Wilmington, N. C. by Oct. 9, and 4 
were seen there, Oct. 11 (Mrs. Appleberry & Mrs. 
W. R. Baker). Laughing Gulls were abundant at the 
Santee-Cooper reservoirs, S. C. during November 
(R. J. Lemaire). A Franklin’s Gull, the first record 
for North Carolina, was winged at the Catawba River 
12 miles west of Charlotte on Oct. 16; it remained 
on exhibit in the Live Room of the Children’s Nature 
Museum until it died two months later (BRC). A 
Bridled Tern was picked up on the Isle-of-Palms 
beach (Charleston) Aug. 31, following the passage 
of the hurricane of the 30th. (Alex Sprunt and son). 
At the lake recently created on the Roanoke River 
near Henderson, N. C., Mrs. A. W. Bachman and 
party found 8 Black Terns, Sept. 6; 75 to 100 were 
watched over flooded pastures near Columbia, S. C. 
by Mrs. W. H. Faver and Mrs. Clyde Sisson, Sept. 1; 
Mrs. Appleberry found them more abundant than ever 
at Wilmington, N. C. Several Dovekies were reported 
from Wilmington this fall; 1 was found dead on 
Wrightsville Beach, Nov. 23; 1 was captured alive 
in the city, Dec. 5 (Cecil Appleberry); and 1 was 
found alive on Long Beach, Dec. 7 (Clifford Com- 
eau). 

Doves to Hummingbirds —A single Ground Dove 
was seen at Ft. Fisher, Wilmington, N. C., Sept. 23 
(Mrs. Appleberry). R. G. Keurzi found a Saw-whet 
Owl at St. Mary's, Ga., Oct. 14; and at Greenville, 
S. C., J. B. Shuler, Jr., watched one of these small 
owls within reaching distance, Nov. 12. Whip-poor- 
wills were still present at Elkin, N. C., Sept. 13 (E. 
M. Hodel). The same observer reported a strong 
Common Nighthawk flight through Elkin, Sept. 1 to 
Oct. 1, and the last of the Chimney Swift observa- 
tions, Oct. 15. At Wilmington, N. C., about 300 
Chimney Swifts were grouping, Oct. 15 (Cecil Ap- 
pleberry). Oct. 4 was the last date for the Ruby- 
throated Hummingbirds at Elkin, N. C. (Hodel). 

Woodpeckers to Wrens —A Northern Yellow- 
shafted Flicker was collected at Savannah, Ga., Oct. 
19, and numerous others, possibly the same subspecies, 
were seen (IRT). Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers reached 
Coleraine, Ga. by Oct. 14 and Eastern Kingbirds were 
flocking for departure from that area, Aug. 17 
(FVH). The second record for Coleraine for the 
Red-breasted Nuthatch was made on Sept. 9 (FVH). 
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Another of these birds was seen at Wilmington, N. C., 
Oct. 7, by Mrs. W. C. Mebane. Brown Creepers were 
more common than in previous years at Elkin, N. C. 
(EMH). At Atlanta, Ga., House Wrens were seen 
as early as Sept. 30 (R. A. Parks). 

Kinglets through Blackbirds.—Ruby-crowned King- 
lets were in south Georgia, Oct. 5 (Hebard). Three 
Water Pipits were seen at Winston-Salem, N. C., 
Oct. 26 (TWS); Hebard recorded them at Cole- 
raine, Nov. 11. There was a strong passage of war- 
blers over the Piedmont area of the Carolinas. At 
Winston-Salem Simpson reported “an amazing abun- 
dance’ of Tennessee, Cape May, and Bay-breasted 
Warblers, particularly on Oct. 4 and 5. Robert 
Holmes, Jr., noted a heavy wave in the Chapel Hill, 
N. C. area, Oct. 18, with some of the Cape Mays in 
good summer plumage. Simpson saw a single Nash- 
ville Warbler at Winston-Salem, Oct. 4; 2 were 
seen by Mrs. Appleberry in a small wave of Parulas, 
Black and Whites and Worm-eating Warblers on 
Aug. 24 at Wilmington. Also a single Nashville War- 
bler was at Winghaven, Charlotte, N. C., Oct. 5, 6, 
and 7 (Mrs. E. O. Clarkson). Myrtle Warblers were 
abundant at Elkin, N. C., Oct. 19 (Hodel). A Con- 
necticut Warbler was seen at Harker’s Island on the 
North Carolina coast, Oct. 4 (Mrs. AWB). Northern 
Water-thrushes were found at Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 
8 (Mrs. EOC), and at Eastover, S. C., Aug. 20, by 
Mrs. W. H. Faver. At Coleraine, Ga., Hebard re- 
ported a strong flight of Louisiana Water-thrushes 
between July 27 and Aug. 10, when over 100 were 
seen daily. At Savannah, Ga., a Grinnell’s Northern 
Water-thrush was collected, Aug. 17, from a flight 
of that species. A young male Yellow-headed Black- 
bird was taken on Aug. 15 in a dove trap at Raleigh 
—the first recorded specimen for North Carolina 
(T. L. Quay, W. A. Goodson, Jr.). 

Finches.—A Rose-breasted Grosbeak near Hender- 
son, N. C., Sept. 24, is noteworthy (Mrs. AWB). 
The last Indigo Bunting for the season at Elkin, 
N. C., was seen Oct. 27 (Hodel); at Henderson one 
remained until Oct. 11 (Mrs. AWB). Grasshopper 
Sparrows, not seen at Elkin for years, appeared again 
this fall (Sept. 6, Hodel). At Coleraine, Ga., Hebard 
saw Henslow’s Sparrows as early as Sept. 29. A single 
Chipping Sparrow at Winston-Salem, Nov. 29, was 
late (R. W. Witherington). Three of these sparrows 
were seen at Elkin, N. C., Dec. 7 (Linville Hendren 
and Hodel). Immature White-crowned Sparrows (2) 
were found on Nov. 8 at Spartanburg, S. C. (Gabriel 
Cannon and Harold Correll); about 15 were at the 
feeder of Mrs. M. B. Fryga at Gramling, S. C., Nov. 
16; and 4 were seen at Winston-Salem, Nov. 8 & 9 
(TWS). Early White-throated Sparrows were at 
Winston-Salem, Sept. 28, when 2 were seen (Dr. 
and Mrs. M. P. Spencer); they were first seen at 
Eastover, S. C., by Mrs. Faver on Oct. 11.—B. R. 
CHAMBERLAIN, Matthews, N. C. 


FLORIDA REGION.—While North Florida suf- 
fered scant rainfall in the period September-Novem- 
ber, South Florida enioyed heavy rains, making up 
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Loons and Pelicans. — 
Unusually far south was a 
Common Loon at Boca Chica, near Key West, Oct. 
25 (Frances Hames). Approximately 100 White Peli- 
cans circled over the town of Osprey, Nov. 21 
(Charles P. Preston). An estimated 1000 of these 
birds were noted at Bear Lake and ‘Gator Lake, Nov. 
25 (Charles M. Brookfield and Henry P. Bennett). 

Herons and Ibises.—Immature Yellow-crowned 
Night Herons were more common than usual around 
St. Marks Light in August; 12 to 18 were seen dur- 
ing brief visits (H. M. Stevenson). A Least Bittern 
was found in Key West, Oct. 18 (FH). Very late 
were a Green Heron at St. Marks Light, Nov. 23; 
White Ibis, Nov. 15; and Wood Ibis, Nov. 17 
(HMS). Cattle Egrets again appeared near Lake 
Okeechobee, 1 on Aug. 24, and 4 on Aug. 31 (Louis 
A. Stimson). 

Flamingos.—A Flamingo was observed at Calusa 
Cut, Florida Bay, Sept. 28 (Herbert Alley and Bruno 
Stein). Another individual, or possibly the same bird, 
was at Key West, Oct. 25 (FH). Both were in full- 
colored plumage. A third report came from the Ever- 
glades Experimental Station, 4 miles from Belle 
Glade, where an adult, though pale, Flamingo was 
seen, Nov. 20 (Laymond Hardy). The latter was 
probably an escape as indicated by lack of color and 
unnatural locality. 

Ducks and Geese.—Early arrivals at St. Marks 
Light were Blue-winged Teal, Aug. 16; Pintail, Sept. 
7; Redhead, Oct. 9; Gadwall, Oct. 20; Canada Goose, 
Oct. 2. Over 100 Blue Geese and 26 Snow Geese were 
present near the Lighthouse in November (John De 
Lime fide HMS). Am. Widgeon were reported at 
Lake Jackson, Oct. 11 (HMS). Unusual for the 
locality was a Blue Goose south of the St. Johns 
River jetties, Nov. 15 (W. Y. Gary). On Nov. 4, 
240 Gadwall, seldom seen on the lower East Coast, 
were in the farming area east of Goulds. The land 
was flooded from heavy rains at that time (LAS). 

Hawks and Kites.—A Mississippi Kite was very 
late near Wakulla River, Oct. 4 (HMS). A most 
remarkable concentration of Swainson’s Hawks oc- 
curred in late November in South Florida; the larg- 
est count was at South Allapattah Gardens farming 
area where 300 were seen by William Atwater, Nov. 
28. About 200 had been seen there 10 days before by 
Oscar Owre, who took 2 from hunters; the skins are 
now at the University of Miami. About 30 birds 
were still present, Dec. 21 (CMB). About 200 mi- 
grating Ospreys were seen in the Miami area, Oct. 
28 (Dennis Paulson). Two Audubon’s Caracara, most 
unusual so far south, were reported east of Goulds 
near the Ingraham Highway, Nov. 15 (LAS). 











Shorebirds.—A Wilson’s Phalarope was carefully 
studied near St. Marks Light, Sept. 7 (HMS). A 
Stilt Sandpiper, at Marco Island appears to be a new 
early fall record, for South Florida, Aug. 28 (LAS). 
On Nov. 28 140 Marbled Godwits were present in 
the Cape Sable area (WA). A very unusual and 
early record was a Purple Sandpiper on the St. 
Johns River one quarter mile from the Coast, Nov. 
16. A Golden Plover, accidental in Florida, was 
carefully observed in a shallow pond about a mile 
up the St. Johns River, Nov. 30. Three Am. Avocets 
appeared at Mayport, Nov. 15 (WYG). 

Doves, Goatsuckers—Two White-winged Doves 
were banded by Frank Winston at Alligator Point, 
south of Tallahassee, Oct. 10 (HMS). A wave of 
Common Nighthawks and Chuck-will’s-widows ar- 
rived during the full moon at Key West, Sept. 4; 
large numbers were seen feeding by moonlight (FH). 

Flycatchers.—Four late Gray Kingbirds were on 
Okeechobee Road, Nov. 1 (DP). Uncommon in 
North Florida was a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher near 
St. Marks Light, Nov. 17 (JDL). A Vermilion Fly- 
catcher was taken at Lake Jackson, Oct. 11, (HMS). 

Thrashers and Thrushes—A Brown Thrasher on 
Stock Island, Oct. 11, was rare for the Key West 
area (FH). Four Olive-backed and 2 Gray-cheeked 
Thrushes were noted at Franjo, east of Perrine, Nov. 
4 (LAS). A late Gray-cheeked Thrush, freshly killed, 
was picked up in Tallahassee, Oct. 23 (HMS). 

Kinglets—Two Ruby-crowned Kinglets, rare so far 
south, were observed at Boca Chica and Key West, 
Oct. 25 (FH). 

Warblers. —Interesting Tennessee Warbler records 
were one at Tallahassee, Sept. 11 (HMS); 6 at Os- 
prey, Oct. 9 (CPP); one at Matheson Hammock, 
south of Miami, Oct. 11; and one on Rickenbacker 
Causeway, Miami, Oct. 25 (DP). Considerable flocks 
were seen at Key West, Oct. 9-14 (FH). Kentucky 
Warblers were reported: 1 at Miami, Sept. 25, and 
1 at Venice, Oct. 11 (DP); 1 at Camp Weed near 
Tallahassee. Nov. 1 (HMS). One Golden-winged 
Warbler, a very rare migrant, was at Key West, Oct. 
12 (FH). An adult male Black-capped Warbler 
was observed at Osprey, Oct. 11 (CPP). This is an 
exceptional record for Florida. 

Correction.—In the August issue it was stated that 
the report of Melodious Grassquit at Matheson Ham- 
mock, May 11, was the first for the Florida main- 
land. Since that report an earlier record has come in. 
Mrs. Thomas Harwood of West Palm Beach fed 3 
females and 1 male in her yard from Feb. 11 to 
March 8, 1951. Moving pictures of these birds were 
secured (Alexander Sprunt, Jr.)—CHARLES M. 
BROOKFIELD, National Audubon Society, 13 McAllis- 
ter Arcade, Miami 32, Fla. 


ONTARIO-WESTERN NEW YORK REGION. 
—A mild, open fall characterized the Region, even at 
Kirkland Lake, in northern Ontario, where it was con- 








Cooperators in the telescopic studies of migrat- 
ing birds crossing the moon are advised that “‘full- 
moon” periods for the spring of 1953 are as fol- 
lows: March 27-31, April 26-30, and May 25-29. 
Target nights are March 28, April 27, and May 26. 
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sidered the warmest 
within the memory 
of the oldest inhabi- 
tant. November was 
warmer than usual 
at Buffalo, Roches- 
ter and Pimisi Bay 
(near Lake Nipis- 
sing). A tempera- 
ture of 69° at the 
Lakehead on Oct. 
23 was indicative of 
the season. 

Loons, Grebes.— 
The observation of 
a winter-plumaged 
Arctic Loon on 
Hamilton Bay on 
Oct. 25 (Eric Bastin, Leslie Gray, David Powell and 
Don Ward), while necessarily questionable because 
of the lack of specimen evidence, was of interest. 
The first observation of a bird of this Species any- 
where on the Great Lakes was reported east of 
Toronto in May of this year. The May bird was in 
breeding plumage. The Hamilton bird was watched 
through a 20X spotting scope. An extension of the 
breeding range of the Red-necked Grebe was es‘ab- 
lished in western Ontario when Alec. Cringan saw 
2 pairs with small young in June at Abram Lake, 
near Sioux Lookout. Harold Mitchell, Bernie Nathan, 
Art Schaffner and others saw a Western Grebe at 
Buffalo on Oct. 25. Reports of this grebe in this 
area have been increasing of late years. 

Herons.—A few Am. Egrets came north following 
the breeding season, with the largest concentration 
at Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge, N. Y., Aug. 
17. On that day, members of the Genesee Ornithologi- 
cal Society saw 34 birds. Two or three immature Yel- 
low-crowned Night Herons were observed between 
Aug. 10 and 24 at Mud Lake, near Port Colborne, 
Ont., by Messrs. Braunberns, Schaffner, Nathan and 
Kivett. The possibility that they might have been 
reared there was suggested, but there is no breeding 
record for Ontario. 

Ducks.—A large assemblage of Gadwalls (200, 
Oct. 19) was seen at Bradley's Marsh, Kent Co.., 
Ont. by Alden Strong, and two heavy concentrations 
of Wood Ducks seem also worthy of mention: 142 
at St. Thomas, Ont., Aug. 27 (Marshall Field) and 
300 at Montezuma, Aug. 31 (McKinney). Sea ducks 
noted included 2 Harlequin Ducks at Niagara Gorge, 
Nov. 23 (Harold Mitchell) and a King Eider at 
Hamilton the same day (George North). There were 
strong easterly winds during the period Nov. 17 to 21. 

Hawks.—Members of the St. Thomas (Ont.) Na- 
ture Club counted 24,683 Broad-winged Hawks mov- 
ing in a westerly direction on Sept. 20 and 25,125 
the following day (including 13,000 in one hour, 
watched by Aubrey Clendinning), mostly between 
the 3rd and 4th Concessions of Yarmouth Twp., 
Elgin Co. Two Gyrfalcons were identified in October, 
a dark individual on the 9th at Rodney, Ont. Harold 
Lancaster) and a white one at Pickering, Ont., on the 
19th by Dr. R. M. Saunders and Marshall Bartman. 
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Quail, Cranes, Rails.—Lancaster estimated 102 Bob- 
white in North Aldboro Twp., Elgin Co., during 
the summer, including two broods of young. The 
R.O.M.Z.P. received a Sandhill Crane (Little Brown), 
shot at Lappe, Gorham Twp., Thunder Bay District, 
Oct. 9, by Mr. Jartus. A northern record of the Vir- 
ginia Rail was made by Dr. Albert Allin, Aug. 31, in 
Lybster Twp., Thunder Bay District. Biologist H. G. 
Lumsden shot a Yellow Rail, Sept. 24, at Crysler, in 
Stormont Co., Ont. 

Shorebirds.—Indications point to prosperity among 
Am. Golden Plover, for Toronto reported 90 on Sept. 
21 (Aarne Lamsa), Niagara Falls, N. Y., 90 on 
Oct. 19 (Green), Buffalo 200 on Sept. 28 (Thorpe, 
Nathan, Almendinger and Woldman); there were as 
many as 22 in a day at Rochester during the season 
(Neil S. Moon). Buff-breasted Sandpipers continue 
to improve in this area and the compiler heard of 3 
at Fort William, Aug. 13 (David and Dr. Albert 
Allin), 3 at the Leslie Street dump, Toronto, Aug. 17 
to 31 (Doug Scovell), one at Hamilton, Sept. 7 
(North, Gray, Powell) and 2 at Montezuma, N. Y., 
Aug. 31 (Allen Kemnitzer and Joseph McNett). 

Gulls.—Every Sabine’s Gull here is important 
enough to place on record. There were 2 at Hamilton, 
Sept. 14 (North and Bob Sargeant) and one near 
Rochester, Oct. 4 (Barry, Listman and Van Beurden). 
The latter was a new record for Monroe County. 
Three Black-legged Kittiwakes were identified in No- 
vember: one at Rochester on the 8th (Listman and 
Van Beurden, first Monroe Co. observation), one at 
Hamilton, Nov. 22 (North) and one at Niagara 
Gorge, Nov. 23 (Mitchell). The last two appeared 
following five days of strong easterly winds. 

Terns.—More Forster's Terns than usual fell to 
the lot of observers this season. First dates were Port 
Burwell, Ont., Aug. 24, Hamilton, Aug. 25, Roches- 
ter, Aug. 30, and Buffalo region, Sept. 3. At Roches- 
ter, 6 were present on Oct. 25, and they were last 
seen at Buffalo, Nov. 2. Peak numbers of Black Terns 
were reached, Aug. 23, on the Niagara River (3500 
birds). 

Humminghirds, Woodpeckers —'Hawk Cliff” at 
Port Stanley, Ont. (Lake Erie, north shore) continues 
to be the best place to watch hummingbirds on mi- 
gration, in this Region. Sixty went westward there 
between 10 and 11 a.m., Sept. 1 (M. Field). The 
only breeding-place for the Red-bellied Woodpecker 
in Ontario (Ekfrid Twp., Middlesex Co.) this year 
produced 3 broods of young (Dougald Murray). 

Flycatchers—Two Western Kingbirds were seen: 
Port Credit, Ont., in June (North), and Sodus Bay, 
Sept. 13 (Listman). The latter was a new record for 
Rochester. Perhaps due to the mild season, a Yellow- 
bellied Flycatcher lingered at Toronto until Nov. 12 
(Ray Pannell). 

Swallows.—A remarkable southward migration of 
Cliff Swallows that ‘darkened the sky’’ was noted at 
Bonfield, near Lake Nipissing, Aug. 26 (Louise de 
K. Lawrence), and a flock of 40 flying west at 
Whitby, east of Toronto, Sept. 2 (Saunders) was an 
uncommon sight for the Toronto area. Purple Martins 
on migration reached their peak at Buffalo, Aug. 23 
(2000). 


Jays, Ravens —Dr. Williams reported 4000 Blue 
Jays between 8 and 9 a.m., Sept. 29, moving in a 
westerly direction across ‘Hawk Cliff,’ Port Stanley. 
There was a southward movement of Common 
Ravens in October and November, and records of 1 
to 3 individuals came in from Wasaga Beach, Peter- 
boro County, Ontario County, Kaladar, Toronto (all 
in Ontario) and from Irving, N. Y. 

Thrashers to Vireos.—First record of the Brown 
Thrasher breeding at the Lakehead came from Col. 
L. S. Dear (building nest, June 13, O'Connor Twp.). 
A Wheatear was observed by Lumsden, Sept. 25, at 
Hainsville, Dundas Co., Ont. Water Pipits came down 
early (Toronto and Rochester, Aug. 31) and a flock 
of 600 at Fort William-Port Arthur, Sept. 13 (Claude 
Garton) was noteworthy. A good northern record for 
the Yellow-throated Vireo (Pimisi Bay, Sept. 20, 
Lawrence) was established and three late vireo ob- 
servations in the Toronto-Hamilton area may have 
been due to the mild weather—a White-eyed at Ham- 
ilton, Nov. 3 (North), a Blue-headed at Moore Park, 
Toronto, Nov. 13 (Naomi Le Vay) and a Red-eyed 
at Cedarvale, Nov. 9 (Jack Satterly). 

Warblers.—Myrtle Warblers, like Water Pipits, 
arrived early, and 100 were counted on the Niagara 
peninsula shore of Lake Erie, Aug. 24 (Mitchell, 
et al.). This species was “extreme'y abundant” in 
September and to mid-October at the Lakehead. An 
Audubon’s Warbler (second Ontario report) was 
seen at the Dundas Marsh, Hamilton, Nov. 9 (North). 
It is unfortunate that no one thought to collect it. 
A Northern Water-thrush lingered in Cedarvale ra- 
vine, Toronto, until Nov. 3 (Pannell), a Kentucky 
Warbler was at Lewiston, N. Y., Nov. 2 (Wm. 
Vaughan), a Yellow-breasted Chat was at Scarboro 
Bluffs, Toronto, Nov. 7 to 11 (Rev. Lucius F. Bar- 
nett) and an Am. Redstart was at Cedarvale ravine 
until Nov. 4 (Pannell). 

Blackbirds —Allin and Dear located the second 
Ontario colony of Brewer's Blackbird in Paipoonge 
Twp., Thunder Bay District, but could find no nest. 

Finche A summer record of the Cardinal beyond 
the limits of known breeding came from Arden, 
Frontenac Co., in mid-July (Robert Lindsay). A few 
Hoary Redpolls (Collingwood, Hamilton and Toron- 
to, Ont.) were among the heavy flight of Common 
Redpolls which came down into this area during the 
last few days of October. At Rutherglen, near Lake 
Nipissing, Mrs. Lawrence watched 204 of them, in 
small parties, in daytime migration, in less than half 
an hour, Nov. 5 and Hillier, Collingwood and 
West Elgin, in Ontario, and Rochester, N. Y., were 
other localities where they were abnormally prevalent. 
Pine Siskins were equally numerous, reaching Buffalo 
more than a month in advance of the redpolls.— 
JAMES L. BAILLIE, Royal Ontario Museum of Zoology 
and Palaeontology, Toronto, Ontario. 
APPALACHIAN REGION.—Many field observers 
in the Appalachian Region were more concerned this 
past autumn with forest fires than with birds. We 
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experienced one of the driest and 
coolest Octobers on record, and for 
almost a month the fire situation 
mage was critical—at times desperate. It 
"Pet Lerkeion has been conservatively estimated 
CHO etic that more than two million acres 
: : burned in the southern Appalachian 
area. In West Virginia alone the 
burn was in excess of 600,000 
acres. For days at a time visibility 
was reduced to nearly zero. Such 
conditions were not conducive to 
bird watching. 

Fortunately, September was rela- 
tively free of fires, and the hawk 
watchers had a busy and most suc- 
cessful season. This activity is be- 
coming a major outdoor sport for observers in the 
Region. During week ends in late September almost 
every major mountain ridge from Pennsylvania to 
Georgia and Alabama was manned. Despite the fact 
that week-end weather was not always suitable to 
flights, and that few watchers were afield every day, 
much interesting information was gathered, and many 
respectable counts were made. 

To give a rough idea of the scope of the flight, 
observers from Pennsylvania to Georgia listed 19,481 
hawks on dates between Sept. 6 and Oct. 1. Of these, 
15,848 were identified as Broad-wings. The highest 
single day's count was made by C. E. Stevens, Jr., on 
Big Flat Mountain, Albemarle County, Va. On Sept. 
24 (a date on which few observers were afield), he 
listed 1736 hawks, of which 1712 were Broad-wings. 

On good flight days migrating hawks often move 
in remarkably narrow pathways, usually (in this Re- 
gion) just below the ridges on the west slopes of 
the mountains. Observers a half-mile distant from 
these pathways may not see a hawk all day. During 
periods of “bluebird’’ weather, flights tend to spread 
out. J. J. Murray noted a fairly heavy dispersed flight 
through the Lexington, Va. area during the period 
Sept. 22-27, and Theodore Samsell made a similar 
observation at the same period in Raleigh County, 
W. Va. 

A phenomenon, noted by many observers, is that 
on any given day, at points as much as 300 miles 
apart, the bulk of the Broad-wing flight comes be- 
tween 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Question: Where 
are the birds during the other daylight hours? No 
one, it seems, has located any extensive resting areas. 
Another question: Where do the birds go when they 
leave the Appalachian ridges? They may, of course, 
fan out through the foothills and coastal plain, al- 
though Francis M. Weston tells me of a twenty-mile 
stretch of the Gulf coast near Pensacola, Fla. through 
which large numbers of Broad-wings move in early 
October. 

Loons through Herons.—There were few severe 
autumnal storms, with strong northwest winds off 
the Great Lakes, which often brings loons, grebes, 
and other water birds in good numbers to Appalachian 
lakes and ponds. Common Loons were present in 
normal numbers, but no large flocks were reported. 
At State College, Pennsylvania, a Red-throated Loon, 
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the first to be recorded in autumn from the neighbor- 
hood and the fifth record for the species, was picked 
up along a highway, banded, and released (Merrill 
Wood). 

Horned and Pied-billed Grebes were less common 
than usual throughout much of the Region. Holboell’s 
Red-necked Grebe was noted on Oct. 28 and on No- 
vember 26 in northeastern Ohio (Vincent McLaugh- 
lin). By far the most remarkable grebe records are 
those of 13 Western Grebes present in northeastern 
Ohio from Nov. 22 on. Small flocks were seen by 
McLaughlin and many other observers in the Youngs- 
town-Cleveland area. 

Double-crested Cormorants were reported at Cheat 
Lake, W. Va. (George Hall); at Huntington, W. 
Va. (Ralph Edeburn) ; and at Knoxville, Tenn. (J. C. 
Howell). Great Blue Herons lingered late in north- 
ern Ohio, and on Oct. 22 there were still 14 Am. 
Egrets in this area (McLaughlin). An immature 
Little Blue Heron (rare in the neighborhood) was 
reported by H. E. Johnson on Sept. 13, near War- 
ren, Pa. 

Reduced visibility due to dense forest fire smoke 
seems to have affected some migrating birds. C. O. 
Handley, E. A. Seaman, and others reported an un- 
usual number of unharmed loons, grebes, and other 
water birds which came down along highways and 
even on mountain slopes. 

Swans, Geese and Ducks.—A heavier, earlier, and 
more extensive than usual flight of Whistling Swans 
in northeastern Ohio was reported by McLaughlin. A 
flock of these birds at State College, Pa. was noted 
by William S. Clarke, Jr. 

So far as waterfowl are concerned, the really spec- 
tacular show this fall was furnished by the geese. 
Canada Geese in sizable flocks began to show in 
northern Ohio on Sept. 25, were present in good 
numbers in West Virginia on Oct. 11, and reached 
a climax from Pennsylvania to Tennessee on Oct. 18. 
Observers at Fairmont, W. Va. on the latter date 
reported “hundreds” of flocks going over. W. R. 
DeGarmo, Handley, and others noted large flocks 
in West Virginia on that date, as did Howell in 
Tennessee. Practically every observer afield reported 
the largest flight in years. 

Snow and Blue Geese, constantly becoming more 
regular through the Region during the last five years, 
reached an unheard-of peak in northeastern Ohio. 
I quote briefly from McLaughlin's notes on Oct. 25: 
“I was at Meander Lake when my attention was 
called to the geese overhead. As far as I could see 
there were long lines, files, vees, and groups of Chen. 

The birds went over continuously from 7:15 
until 9:15. I estimated that I had seen 150,000- 
200,000, possibly 95 per cent Blues, 5 per cent 
Snows.’ At other lakes nearby the flight continued 
all that day, and McLaughlin believes it may have 
included up to one million birds! Edeburn, at Hunt- 
ington, W. Va. saw a small flock of Snows on Oct. 20. 

No heavy flights of ducks were noted, the birds 
drifting through over a long period. George Hall 
identified 3 Surf Scoters at Cheat Lake, W. Va. on 
Nov. 8. This is the second West Virginia sight 
record for the species. Wood reported a Mallard nest 
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at State College, Pa. with 12 eggs on Dec. 1, 9 of 
these hatching on Dec. 2. The young were doing well 
some days later. 

Vultures through Turkeys.—A Black Vulture seen 
by T. W. Simpson on Sept. 27 along the Blue Ridge 
Parkway in western North Carolina was at an unusual 
altitude. Gilpin (fide DeGarmo) saw a Goshawk at 
Knobley Mt., W. Va. on Sept. 20, and McLaughlin 
saw one near Youngstown, Ohio, on Nov. 29. A 
Rough-legged Hawk at Cabin Mt., W. Va. on Sept. 
20 (J. Heimerdinger and C. Conrad) was early. There 
was the heaviest and most extensive flight of Pigeon 
Hawks that we have ever recorded. 

Ruffed Grouse are still increasing in northeastern 
Ohio according to McLaughlin, R. A. Booth, and 
others. Ward Sharp is unable to detect any decrease 
in recent high grouse numbers in Pocahontas County, 
W. Va. According to Johnson, stocked wild Turkeys 
are doing well near Warren, Pa. 

Shorebirds.—This was a poor fall for these birds 
in northern Ohio. Ferris noted a Northern Phalarope 
near Youngstown on Oct. 15, and saw White-rumped 
Sandpipers on three occasions. Edeburn reported a 
Baird’s Sandpiper at Huntington on Nov. 2. Wood 
reported 21 Am. Golden Plovers at State College, 
Pa. DeGarmo noted a good flight of Wilson's Snipe 
through Canaan Valley, W. Va. Red-backed Sand- 
pipers at Lexington, Va. on Sept. 22 (Murray) and 
at Deep Creek Lake, Md. (Hall) were early. 

Flycatchers through Vireos—A Yellow-bellied Fly- 
catcher at Morgantown on Aug. 17 was very early. 
The swallow flight through the Morgantown region 
was the heaviest in years. Red-breasted Nuthatches 
migrated in good numbers. Pipits were early and 
abundant. A Red-eyed Vireo at Oglebay Park, Wheel- 
ing, W. Va. (George Breiding) was seen on Nov. 
23, abnormally late. Simpson and others saw a Phila- 
delphia Vireo along the Blue Ridge Parkway, N. C. 
on Sept. 13. 

Warblers, Blackbirds —A heavy diurnal warbler 
migration along Allegheny ridges on Sept. 20 was 
noted by Hall, Wayne Davis, DeGarmo, and _ the 
writer. Davis counted more than 1700 warblers, many 
of them Black-throated Greens and Black-throated 
Blues, between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Cape May, 
Palm, and Myrtle Warblers were unusually numerous 
throughout the migration period. Orange-crowned 
Warblers were noted by Edeburn at Huntington on 
Sept. 1 and Sept. 29. Murray collected a Newfound- 
land Yellow Warbler near Lexington, Va. on Sept. 8. 
Rusty Blackbirds were in great numbers near Carroll- 
ton, Ohio, according to M. L. Hundley. 

Finches and Sparrouws.—Simpson and others found 
a Blue Grosbeak at high elevation along the Blue 
Ridge Parkway, N. C. on Sept. 13. Evening Gros- 
beaks have been reported by Conrad, near Wheeling, 
W. Va. and by Sam Dyke at State College, Pa. No 
heavy flight southward has developed at this writing. 

Many observers comment on the abundance of 
Purple Finches. Wood notes redpolls at State Col- 
lege on Nov. 23. Pine Siskins in great numbers have 
been found from Ohio and Pennsylvania to North 
Carolina and Tennessee. T. Crunkleton reported a 
flock of 200 of these birds at Highlands, N. C. on 


Oct. 29, and John W. Richards saw 400 at Emmits- 
burg, Md., Oct. 18. 

This is a Red Crossbill year in the Southern High- 
lands. As previously noted, DeGarmo observed the 
birds in the West Virginia mountains during July 
and August. Crunkleton saw 6 at Highlands, N. C. 
on Nov. 24. John Watkins noted a flock of 14 at 
High Hampton, N. C. During the heavy snow of 
early November, L. R. Herndon and others found a 
Sharp-tailed Sparrow at Elizabethton, Tenn., the first 
record for that region. The Am. Tree Sparrow flight 
this year was much heavier than in recent years. Dur- 
ing October, J. 
of three different races (M. £. ericrypta, georgiana 


J. Murray collected Swamp Sparrows 


and nigrescens) at Cameron’s Pond, Lexington, Va. 

Past reports from the Appalachian Region have 
lacked notes from western North Carolina. The Re- 
gional Editor welcomes notes for this season from 
Tolliver Crunkleton, Thomas W. Simpson, and Betty 
Cannon.—MauvurIcE Brooks, Division of Forestry, 
West Virginia University, Morgantown, W’. Va. 


WESTERN GREAT LAKES REGION.—Tempera- 
tures were above normal and rainfall below normal 
throughout the whole Region during the fall sea- 
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lations. There 
were no unusual weather deviations in August. Sep- 
tember was warmer than normal with a record high 
of 96° on Sept. 12 at Detroit, Mich. (Detroit Weather 
Bureau), and much drier than usual with a deficiency 
of 2.58 inches (Minneapolis Weather Bureau). This 
was the coldest October since 1919 in the St. Paul- 
Minneapolis area and since 1925 in the Detroit area. 
The maximum temperature on Oct. 24 was the high- 
est ever recorded for that day at the Minneapolis 
Bureau. The St. Paul, Minn. Fire Department set a 
new record of 1139 calls in October, mostly brush 
and grass fires. The dry conditions were alleviated by 
rains beginning the middle of November in Michigan 














and a 10-inch snowfall in southern Minnesota on 
Nov. 24 to 27. For people it’s been a beautiful fall. 
Herons.—Most observers commented on an increase 


in either numbers or species but near Imlay City, 
Lapeer Co., Mich. there was only one fall record for 
the Am. Egret, where in other years they are usually 
seen in several places (Dale Zimmerman). The first 
Am. Egret was seen as early as July 13 in Kalamazoo 
Co., Mich. (Mrs. Gladys Hall), and 180 were still 
present in the marshes of Monroe Co., Mich. on Sept. 
24 (Mich. Dept. of Conservation). In Vernon Co., 
Wis., the Am. Egret was observed on Aug. 5 (Mar- 
garette E. Morse). The extremely large concentration 
of southern herons in Wisconsin this fall was men- 


tioned in the last report. In Minnesota Am. Egrets 
were reported from the entire southern part of the 
State, although not in as great numbers as other 
years. Five were seen in Swift Co., Aug. 18, and 56 
near Madison, Lac Qui Parle Co., Sept. 11 (Mrs. 
C. E. Peterson). Three were seen on Aug. 11 in Lin- 
coln Co. (H. Gunderson, J. Jarosz and F. Willis). 
These three counties are near the western border of 
Minnesota; Am. Egrets were regularly reported from 
the St. Paul-Minneapolis area, and one was seen as 
late as Nov. 1 near Skakopee, Scott Co., Minn. (R. 
W. Hanlon). Snowy Egrets were reported from two 
places in Calhoun Co., Mich. from Aug. 7 to Aug. 
19 (Robert Cornell and L. H. Walkinshaw). It is 
the first time these observers have seen them in Michi- 
gan, although there are previous reports, particularly 
from 1935 to 1938. Little Blue Herons were reported 
from Waukesha Co., Wis. on Aug. 12 (Benjamin 
F. Gass Bird Club members) and from Dodge Co., 
Wis., on Sept. 22 (Sam Robbins). 

Waterfowl.—The fall migration of waterfowl prob- 
ably caused more comment than any other bird event, 
yet it was difficult to detect any pattern, except per- 
haps that the “northern flight’? did not materialize, 
and the “‘divers’’ came earlier in the hunting season 
than usual. At Mud Lake Refuge, Marshall Co., 
Minn., a peak concentration of 250 Whistling Swans 
was observed on Oct. 21 (John C. Carlson). At 
Seney Refuge, Schoolcraft Co., Mich., two Whistling 
Swans remained from Sept. 28 to Nov. 3. This is 
the first time in 4 years that any have been seen there 
during the fall migration (C. J. Henry). Seventy- 
six Whistling Swans were reported from P. J. Huron, 
St. Clair Co., Mich. on Oct. 15 (F. E. and C. A. 
Ludwig). At Mud Lake Refuge, Marshall Co., Minn., 
the first migrant geese appeared on Sept. 20 (Carl- 
sen). At Lapeer Co., Mich., the flight of Canada 
Geese was early and numbers were good (Zimmer- 
man). At Seney Refuge the build-up of Canada Geese 
was very good, but for the first time in many years 
neither Blue nor Lesser Snow Geese appeared 
(Henry). Reports on numbers of ducks varied from 
“good, averaging a bit better than for several years” 
(Henry) to “generally speaking, the migration was 
very disappointing’ (Hall). Contrary to the usual 
pattern at Seney Refuge, Am. Widgeon were scarce 
during early fall but arrived in excellent numbers 
by mid-October. There was a secondary build-up of 
Mallards and Black Ducks during the first half of 
November at the same refuge (Henry). Near Mid- 
land, Midland Co., Mich., there were never any con- 
centrations indicative of a “northern flight” (Eugene 
Kenaga). The Gadwall, an uncommon transient in 
Michigan (first nesting record 1951), was reported 
for the first time from Baker Sanctuary, Calhoun Co., 
Mich. on Nov. 16 (Miles D. Pirnie). Production of 
Blue-winged Teal and Wood Ducks seemed to have 
increased in Calhoun Co., Mich. (Walkinshaw). Near 
Imlay City, Lapeer Co., Mich., Wood Duck numbers 
were low during migration but Mallards, Black Ducks 
and Blue-winged Teal were more common. than 
usual; the first were seen on Sept. 3 (Zimmerman). 
In the vicinity of Mankato, Blue Earth Co., Minn., 
the greatest number of Redheads, Canvas-backs, and 
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scaups were shot on Oct. 5 and 6, the first weekend 
of duck hunting in Minnesota (Hanlon). There were 
similar reports for other areas in the State. Some of 
these species constitute the ‘‘northern flight’? which 
generally comes later in the hunting season. It is 
possible that the extremely mild weather did not 
favor a mass movement of ducks through the Great 
Lakes region. A Surf Scoter was reported from 
Pickeral Lake, Freeborn Co., Minn. on Oct. 23 (R. 
Sether) and several Old-squaws were shot in Stevens 
Co., western Minnesota, on Nov. 22 (A. E. Erick- 
son). 

Hawks.—The impetus given by the nationwide 
hawk survey has brought some startling results. At 
Duluth, Minn., an ideal hawk flyway exists, and 
over 13,000 hawks were counted on the two week- 
ends of Sept. 13-14 and 20-21. The Broad-winged 
was the most common species (P. B. Hofslund and 
members of the Duluth Bird Club). At St. Paul, 
Minneapolis, and Northfield, Minn., only 110 hawks 
were seen by about a dozen observers during the 
same two weekends. Then came the interesting report 
from Daniel Berger who reported that over 15,000 
Broad-wings were seen during September at Cedar 
Grove, Sheboygan Co., Wis.; the largest count 
(7462) was on Sept. 20. Two Swainson’s Hawks 
were trapped, photographed and banded on Sept. 2, 
and 2 more were seen (1 banded) the following day. 
One Goshawk was banded on Oct. 5. No eagles 
were seen. Apparently this flight went around the 
tip of Lake Superior and south along the western 
shore of Lake Michigan. In the vicinity of Detroit, 
Mich., there were no large flights as there had been 
in 1951. There were no strong on-shore winds this 
fall as there were in 1951. The greatest number of 
Broad-wings (200) were seen in Macomb Co., on 
Sept. 21 (H. Parkinson). A Golden Eagle was ob- 
served at St. Clair Beach, Macomb Co., Mich., on 
Oct. 25, the first in 7 years of records by the Bird 
Survey Committee at Detroit (Bertha Daubendiek). 

Shorebirds—Despite the loss of many small water 
areas and the lack of rain, all observers felt that 
shorebirds were as numerous as or more numerous 
than last year. Certainly a great variety of species was 
seen. In Kalmazoo Co., Mich., a few migrating shore- 
birds were seen as early as July 5 (Hall). At Imlay 
City, Lapeer Co., Mich., first indications of a south- 
ward movement were the Lesser Yellow-legs and a 
Solitary Sandpiper seen on July 16; earliest records 
for these in other years were Aug. 5 and 6 (Zim- 
merman). Am. Golden Plover and _ Black-bellied 
Plover were numerous during the first week of Sep- 
tember at Duluth, Minn. (Joel Bronoel) and Black- 
bellied Plover were observed as late as Nov. 2. A 
Black-bellied Plover was seen on the same date near 
Minneapolis, Minn. (Mrs. M. E. Herz). Am. Golden 
Plover and Black-bellied Plover were first seen in 
Dane Co., Wis., on Sept. 15 (Sam Robbins). A Hud- 
sonian Curlew was seen in Milwaukee Co., Wis., on 
Oct. 5 (Mr. and Mrs. Carl P. Frister). A rare tran- 
sient in Michigan, the Hudsonian Godwit, was care- 
fully observed at Kensington Park between New Hud- 
son, Oakland Co., and Brighton, Livingston Co., 
Mich., on Oct. 22 (Mrs. Arlena K. Barber and Har- 
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riet B. Woolfenden). A fairly large concentration of 
shorebirds was seen near Savage, Scott Co., Minn. on 
Sept. 6 which included Killdeer, Ringed Plover, 
Spotted Sandpiper, Solitary Sandpiper, Greater Yel- 
low-legs, Lesser Yellow-legs, Pectoral Sandpiper, 
Least Sandpiper, Semipalmated Sandpiper, Stilt Sand- 
pipers and a Red Knot (A. C. Rosenwinkel). A Red 
Knot first observed on Aug. 9 remained through mid- 
October in Milwaukee Co., Wis. (Marylyn Davidson 
and Mrs. F. L. Larkin). 

Swallows.—An interesting observation of a Purple 
Martin roost was made at Battle Creek, Calhoun Co.. 
Mich. They roosted in some Box Elders and Elms 
along the Kalamazoo River. There were several flocks 
there on Aug. 2; there were thousands milling over 
the area at dusk, Aug. 19; the flock reached a peak 
on Sept. 2. On Sept. 6 there were about 500 birds 
left, on Sept. 7 about 25, and on Sept. 8 there were 
only 2 seen (Charles Marsh and Walkinshaw). 

Mockinghirds.—There were two northern records 
of the Mockingbird. One was seen in Adams Co., 
Wis., on Aug. 16 (Robbins) and one was taken in 
Aitkin Co., Minn., on Oct. 4. 

Pipits—Unusual numbers of Water Pipits were 
seen in Midland Co., Mich., during September (Ken- 
aga) and Kalamazoo Co., Mich., from the first week 
of September to mid-November (Hall). 

Warblers—In Minnesota, waves of migrating war- 
blers were reported during early September at Grand 
Marais, Cook Co. (T. Zickrick) and on Aug. 17, 24, 
Sept. 3, 6, and 17 near Minneapolis-St. Paul (Sally 
Davidson, Robert Janssen). At Muskegon, Whitehall 
Co., Mich., Yellow Warblers were last seen on Aug. 
10, Blue-winged Warbler, Aug 1, and Prothonotary 
the latter part of July; very few warblers were seen 
as late as September (Walkinshaw). 

Western Meadowlark.—A pair of Western Mea- 
dowlarks was feeding young on June 22 near Imlay 
City, Lapeer Co., Mich. (Zimmerman). 

Grosheaks, Purple Finches and Siskins.—Evening 
Grosbeaks were seen at Duluth, Minn. as early as 
Sept. 7 (Bronoel). A small flock was noted in Kala- 
mazoo Co., Mich. on Oct. 21 (Hall). Redpolls were 
reported from Adams Co., Wis., in November (Rob- 
bins) and a large flock was seen in Rock Co., Wis. 


on Nov. 18 (Melva Maxson). Six were seen at 
Imlay City, Lapeer Co., Mich. on Nov. 1, an early 
record for an uncommon bird in that area (Zim- 


merman). An invasion of about 200 Pine Siskins 
was first noted on Oct. 19, in Oakland Co., Mich., 
(Lenz, Kelley, et al.) and smaller numbers were re- 
ported in the Detroit area until Nov. 27 (O'Reilly). 
At St. Paul, Minn., a flock of over 100 Pine Siskins 
was seen on Oct. 4 (John Hall).—Harvey L. Gun- 
DERSON, Minnesota Museum of Natural History, Min- 
neapolis, Minn. 


MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION. — Re- 
markably uniform throughout the Region, the weather 
during the fall was normal at the beginning of the 
migration, in August, and toward its end, in the last 
half of November. In between came seventy-five days 
which were clear, pleasant and most especially, dry. 


In this interval 
occurred the 
bulk of the 
land-bird mi- 
gration, and it 
is not surpris- 
ing that to most 
observers it 























seemed thin 
and_ unspectac- 
ular. Actually 
the three 


months beginning with August had far more than 
the usual number of cold fronts (35 in the western 
Great Lakes area as against about 20 in an average 
year), with the result that the migrants, though pass- 
ing through in at least normal numbers, were so 
evenly distributed as seldom to appear to arrive in 
disjointed waves. The exception most noted was a 
good wave following a general cold front on Sept. 1. 

The long-range effects of the drought, which in- 
creased in intensity from east to west, cannot yet 
be assessed; there is an opportunity here for serious 
students, even in areas untouched by the extensive 
forest and grass fircs, to make significant breeding- 
bird studies during the next few years. More obvious 
was the effect on the migration of waterfowl and 
shorebirds: With smaller ponds and marshes drying 
up and wide mud flats appearing at the margins of 
larger bodies of water, water birds were forced into 
heavy concentrations where conditions were suitable 
for them. General opinion that the duck migration 
was poor can be attributed to local dryness and mild 
weather. Not until the general cold front of Nov. 23 
did a large Region-wide flight occur. 

Diving Birds.—Red-throated Loons were somewhat 
more numerous than usual on Lake Michigan, where 
they continued to be seen near Gary, Ind., into De- 
cember; Milton Trautman saw a record total of 3 in 
November at South Bass Island in Lake Erie. A real 
rarity in this Region, an Arctic Loon was found 
Nov. 1 at Des Moines, Iowa, by Lynn Willcockson 
(fide Woodward H. Brown). 

W hite 
grants at 


Pelican —White Pelicans are common mi- 
certain places on the Region's western 
limits; east of the Mississippi they appear only cas- 
ually. In October, 9 were seen near East Moline, III. 
(Elton Fawks fide Thomas J. Feeney). Two at Hovey 
Lake, Ind., during the same month added to that 
State's scant number of records (James D. McCall 
fide Russell Mumford). 

Swans and Geese.—Whistling Swans were appar- 
ently much more widely distributed than usual; flocks 
numbering up to a dozen appeared at many spots in 
the states east of the Mississippi. 

A striking departure from normal seems to have 
taken place in the movements of Blue and Snow 
Geese, with a decided eastward shift in the routes 
takes by many of these birds to their gulf coast win- 
tering grounds. Indiana was virtually by-passed. Ex- 
cept along the Mississippi, where T. E. Musselman 
saw a good flight, there were few Blue-Snow flocks 
in Illinois (e¢.g., Richard Brewer reported 200 at 
Crab Orchard Lake, where 6000 to 8000 is the 


rule). On the other hand Ohio, where the bulk of 
the migration is ordinarily through the western part 
of the State, had generally high counts with huge 
flights near Cleveland. 

Ducks.—Surface feeding ducks, especially Mal- 
lards, had a good year. Largest concentrations were 
reported from Crab Orchard Lake, IIl., the Illinois 
River bottoms, and from Indiana’s Willow Slough 
Preserve (75,000 Mallards and Blacks on Nov. 27, 
in the preserve’s first year of existence, William B. 
Barnes). Number rose to nearly a quarter of a mil- 
lion at Willow Slough Preserve in mid-December. 
Trapping operations at Crab Orchard Lake would in- 
dicate a very successful nesting season for Mallards; 
the ratio of young birds to adults was 50:50 as 
against a normal 30:70. 

Among diving ducks, the fall Canvas-back flight 
on the Mississippi flyway seems on the increase. Mus- 
selman, who has observed this trend for three years, 
found numbers at an all-time peak; 110,000 Canvas- 
backs on Peoria Lake, IIl., also a record high, will 
indicate the proportions of this flight (Jack Belrose 
fide Ferd Luthy). 

Far more numerous than usual were reports of all 
three scoters from scattered points in the region; 
a few deserve special mention. Surf: 2 at Quivera 
Lake, Kans., Oct. 18 (Harold Hedges fide Ben 
King); 1 at Wyandotte Lake, Kans., Oct. 26 (John 
Bishop fide King); 1 taken for the first Toledo, Ohio 
record, Nov. 22 (Lou Campbell fide Harold May- 
field). American: small flight on Sandusky Bay, Ohio, 
during a heavy storm-driven duck movement, Oct. 
18, and 3 singles near South Bass Island on Oct. 30 
(Trautman); a flock of 9 on Lake Michigan near 
Gary for the second known Indiana record, Oct. 15 
(Raymond Grow fide Mumford); 1 shot near Mus- 
catine, Iowa, in early Nov. (O. Graham fide Feeney). 

Hawks.—At least three hawk flights of noteworthy 
size were observed in September. By far the largest 
occurred on Sept. 15-16 at Lake Forest, Ill. There 
Marion Clow saw 339 hawks flying south on a north- 
west wind along the west shore of Lake Michigan; 
of 9 species, 152 were Sharp-shinned, 69 Broad- 
winged, and 52 Marsh. Other flights were one of 88 
birds, mostly Broad-wings, on Sept. 21 near Brooks- 
ville, Ind. (James Cope); another of about 100, 
probably mostly Broad-wings, on Sept. 28 near 
Peoria, Ill. (Luthy). 

A good migration of Rough-legged Hawks into 
the Region began unusually early, Oct. 20 (near Val- 
paraiso, Ind., Paul F. Springer, and at Cleveland, 
Lucille Mannix). 

Cranes, Rails.—Sandhill Cranes still increase in 
numbers at Jasper-Pulaski Preserve, Ind. On Oct. 27 
Lawrence H. Walkinshaw estimated that 1200 birds 
were present, a modern record. 

Of special interest are two reports on the rarely 
seen Yellow Rail. P. Bruce Dowling tells of a female 
collected near Booneville, Mo., on Oct. 15 from a 
grassy waterway near a cornfield. At Oxford, Ohio, 
L. Barrie Hunt and others identified for Harold 
Brown a specimen found impaled on a fence around 
a cornfield on Sept. 28. On Oct. 22, Brown caught 
a second in the field. He related to Hunt that in this 
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period and in the same place he had seen as many 
as 7 Yellow Rails at one time. While there are in 
the literature on this species occasional references to 
grain fields, these observations seem to call for more 
attention to cornfields as a possible haunt. 

Shorebirds—An_ outstanding shorebird migration 
began early (possibly the result of the very early 
nesting observed by Mayfield in the far north) and 
was protracted over the mild fall. Good flights were 
noted for Baird’s Sandpiper (flocks of 80 at Crab 
Orchard Lake, Lee Bush fide Brewer) and Buff- 
breasted Sandpiper (small flocks in every state in the 
region and extending east to Cleveland, Mannix). 

Only a few of many local rarities can be mentioned: 
Purple Sandpiper at Starve Island, Ohio on Nov. 10 
(Trautman). Marbled Godwit at Indianapolis on 
Sept. 1 (Philip Kahl); Am. Avocet at Crab Orchard 
Lake on Oct. 1 (Bush fide Brewer); Red Phalarope 
at East St. Louis, Ill., on Oct. 3 (J. Earl Comfort) 
and at Mosquito Creek Reservoir near Cleveland on 
Oct. 27 (Raymond Hill fide Mannix). 

Gulls and Terns.—The gull flight was late in ar- 
riving, depending as it does to a considerable degree 
on the weather. On the Chicago lake front the Eu- 
ropean Little Gull has been a rare visitor every year 
since 1938 (Charles Clark); this fall was no excep- 
tion, with 2 records in November. 

Reported too late for inclusion in the summer 
summary is still another breeding colony of Least 
Terns. On July 23 King found an estimated 15 to 
20 pairs at Mud Lake, Buchanan County, Mo. Four 
nests still contained 2 eggs each. 

Nighthawks.—An exceptional flight of Common 
Nighthawks passed through Indiana on Sept. 1, a 
day marked by a severe northwest storm. At Coates- 
ville in the central part of the state John M. Allen 
saw about 2000 in a great flock. Near Freetown in 
the south, Mumford saw only the last stages of a 
flight, yet estimated 1500 were in sight. 

Perching Birds.—As usual, the daily statistical 
work of Holly Reed Bennett in Lincoln Park, Chicago, 
and of Trautman on South Bass Island provides the 
clearest picture of the migration of perching birds. 
Both agree that warbler numbers were average or 
above, with more perceptible waves in Ohio. Spar- 
row counts were generally high. Pine and Evening 
Grosbeaks did not repeat their invasion of last year. 

Directing attention to a few species whose move- 
ments attracted widespread comment: Harris's Spar- 
row invaded Iowa and Missouri in unprecedented 
numbers, a few reaching east to Indiana. Hardly an 
observer failed to report Pine Siskins arriving gen- 
erally in mid-November. Common Redpolls appeared 
in November at points across the entire northern 
limits of the Region. 

Rare or locally interesting were 4 Bohemian Wax- 
wings, Nov. 9, at Chicago (Bennett); a Gray Shrike 
collected near Toledo, one of the few Ohio records 
(Mayfield) ; a Cape May Warbler, possibly the first 
Kansas fall record, at Quivera Lake, Sept. 21 (Hedges 
fide King); a male Painted Bunting, Sept. 19, at 
Big Oak Tree State Park in southeast Missouri (Com- 
fort) —VAL NOLAN, JR., 806 S. Henderson St., 
Bloomington, Ind. 
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CENTRAL SOUTHERN REGION.—Headlining 
the events of a dry, cool fall in the Region was the 
most astonishing influx of western birds on record. 
The sequence 
of develop- 
ments was as 
follows: Sept. 
4—Lark Bunt- 
ing collected 
along highway, 
5 miles north- 
west of Grand 
sie, L2. 
(GHL); Sept. 
14 and week 
preceding—7 to 25 Fulvous Tree-ducks counted at 
goldfish hatchery 3 miles west of Lonoke, Ark. where 
the species had been absent for a year following its 
initial appearance, in 1950 (B. B. Coffey, R. D. 
Smith, Andersons) ; Sept. 27 and Oct. 19—specimens 
of Swainson’s Hawk obtained 9 miles south of 
Rosedale, Miss. (Mr. and Mrs. M. G. Vaiden, E. 
Brister) ; Oct. 18—two Chestnut-collared Longspurs 
found at Gilliam, La., the first for the state in au- 
tumn (H. H. Jeter); Oct. 21—a third Swainson’s 
Hawk recorded near Rosedale (MGV); Oct. 24—a 
junco with strongly marked pink sides that did not 
blend with the gray of the hood studied at leisure on 
the A. O. U. field trip to Grand Isle and thought to 
be an Oregon Junco by two observers familiar with 
the species (BBC, GHL); Oct. 26—a similar junco 
discovered at Cameron, La. (BBC, A. Ziegler) ; Oct. 
28—second Louisiana record of the Spotted Towhee 
and the first for October secured at Cross Lake 
(HHJ); Nov. 2—another Spotted Towhee taken at 
Caddo Lake, La., for the first state record in Novem- 
ber (HHJ); Nov. 8—a Green-tailed Towhee care- 
fully identified at El Dorado, Ark. (A. J. Hoiberg) ; 
Nov. 13—Harris’s Sparrow collected 2 miles south 
of Louisiana State University (GHL) for earliest 
record in state and first record in parishes east of the 
Mississippi River; Nov. 15—Audubon’s Warbler 
shot at Conrad Point, 3 miles south of Louisiana 
State University (GHL); Nov. 16—a Swainson’s 
Hawk and an immature Harris’s Sparrow noted 5 and 
6 miles respectively northeast of Lonoke, Ark., the 
latter record being only the second known occurrence 
in east Arkansas (Coffeys, RDS) ; Nov. 27—4 Groove- 
billed Anis, 3 of which were still present next day, 
spotted in a briar patch in the rear area of City 
Park, New Orleans (H. B. Chase); Nov. 30—a 
very tame Painted Redstart watched for two hours 
in City Park, New Orleans (HBC), and 3 Harris's 
Sparrows found at Blanchard, La. (G. D. Hamilton). 
Of further interest in connection with the western 
invasion is the recurrence of two western species at 
more or less regular stations: the Vermilion Fly- 
catcher at the lagoon in City Park, New Orleans, 
where as many as 3 individuals have been seen this 
fall (HBC); the Rufous Hummingbird at Pensacola, 
where an immature was seen on the early dates of 
Nov. 18 and 19 and where one of the very few adult 
males ever reported in the area appeared on the 22nd 
(Mrs. M. McClanahan). An immature Rufous Hum- 
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mingbird frequented the garden of Mrs. W. W. Ten- 
nant of Baton Rouge in November. Another imma- 
ture hummingbird, which has been visiting this same 
garden almost daily and which has been scrutinized 
for hours and at a distance of as little as 3 feet 
(GHL, RJN and many others), seems not to be a 
Rufous and is definitely not a Ruby-throat. 

The six species shown in boldface in the forego- 
ing paragraph have never been recorded before in the 
states concerned—a fact that emphasizes the unpre- 
cedented scope of the western invasion. The move- 
ment is one for which there seems to be no convenient 
explanation. Among the birds concerned are some 
species that must have moved southeastward from 
their normal ranges to reach the point of record, 
others that must have traveled due gastward, and 
still others that must have followed a northeastward 
course. Moreover, as the chronological presentation 
of the records has emphasized, the occurrences of 
these birds are scattered throughout the period, from 
the first week of September to the last of November. 
When the ensuing events of December are related in 
the next report, this distribution in time, as well as 
the remarkable nature of the invasion as a whole, will 
become more evident. Whatever it was that 
brought such numbers of western birds into the 
Region, the causes can hardly be sought in any single 
meteorological development. Of the twelve cold 
fronts that traversed the Region during the period, at 
least ten originated somewhere to the west of north; 
but this situation in itself is certainly not unusual 
enough to account for the results noted. 

Every migration season in the Central Southern Re- 
gion continues to produce a number of arrival dates 
that are earlier than ever before in their respective 
areas; but the avalanche of such records this fall indi- 
cates a genuinely early migration. Witness the follow- 
ing: Horned Grebe—1 on Aug. 17, Ouachita River, 
10 miles northeast of Smackover, Ark., over 2 months 
ahead of schedule (AJH), and 3 on Oct. 26, Pensa- 
cola, Fla., the earliest ever there by 6 days (F. M. 
Weston); Black Duck—Oct. 30, Baton Rouge, 12 
days early (R. W. Krebs) ; Canvas-back—10 on Oct. 
27, Cross Lake, La., 1 day early for the state (HHJ); 
Old-squaw—Oct. 24, Wheeler’ Refuge, Ala. (D. C. 
Hulse and others); Ruddy Duck—Oct. 18, Cross 
Lake, 6 days early for state (HHJ); Harlan's Hawk 
—1 on Nov. 8, near Shreveport, La., 18 days early 
for state (HHJ); Marsh Hawk—1 on Aug. 24, 
Lucas, La., near Shreveport, 9 days early for State 
(J. P. Everett) ; Golden Plover—2 on Oct. 4, Shreve- 
port, first fall record for locality, 10 days early for 
State (HHJ); Ring-billed Gull—about 50 on Sept. 
26, Fairfield, Ala. (T. A. Imhof); Common Tern— 
several on Sept. 3, Grand Isle, 15 days early for La. 
(GHL) ; Black-billed Cuckoo—1 on Sept. 16, Pensa- 
cola, a month early (FMW); Yellow-bellied Sap- 
sucker—2 on Aug. 23, Calion Lake, Ark., 48 days 
early (AJH); Brown Creeper, at least 2 on Oct. 11, 
Cross Lake, 9 days early for La. (HHJ); Gray- 
cheeked Thrush—1 on Sept. 7, Pensacola, 16 days 
early (FMW); Water Pipit—10 on Oct. 4, Shreve- 
port, 6 days early for State (HHJ, GDH); Sprague’s 
Pipit—1 on Sept. 20, Wallace Lake, near Shreveport, 
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24 days earlier than last year’s record-breaking date 
(HHJ) ; Cedar Waxwing—flock of about 10 on Nov. 
8, Baton Rouge, 17 days early for locality (RWK) ; 
Orange-crowned Warbler—1 on Oct. 30, Baton 
Rouge, a week early for locality (Mr. and Mrs. R. W. 
Krebs) ; Chestnut-sided Warbler—1 on Sept. 3, Pen- 
sacola, 18 days early (FMW); Bay-breasted Warbler 
—1 on Sept. 11, Century, Fla., 11 days early for 
northwestern Fla. (Mrs. A. L. Whigham); Palm 
Warbler—1 on Sept. 17, Birmingham, Ala., first Sep- 
tember record for locality (TAI); Western Meadow- 
lark—1 seen on Oct. 21 at Shreveport (JPE) and 
1 found dead on Oct. 22 at Baton Rouge (G. M 
Sutton), first October records for Louisiana; Dick- 
cissel—1 on Oct. 5, Pensacola (FMW); Savannah 
Sparrow—2 on Sept. 20, Gilliam, La., 3 days early 
for State (HHJ), and 1 on Oct. 2, Rosedale, Miss., 
17 days early for locality (MGV and others) ; Slate- 
colored Junco—1 on Oct. 18, Baton Rouge, 21 days 
early for locality (R. B. Moore); White-crowned 
Sparrow—1 immature on Oct. 9, Pensacola, a week 
early (FMW), and 17 on Nov. 5, one-half mile 
northeast of Rosedale, Miss., 11 days early (MGV); 
Fox Sparrow—7 on Nov. 16, Rosedale, a week early 
(MGV), and 1 on Nov. 30, Pensacola, 19 days early 
(Mrs. ALW); Lincoln’s Sparrow—1 on Oct. 11, 
Cross Lake, 4 days early for La. (HHJ). 

While these observations were being made, night 
migration was being checked by the lunar method at 
20 stations in the Region. The results, not yet fully 
evaluated, show peak movements at the beginning of 
both September and October, associated with the cold 
fronts that arrived at that time. The greatest activity 
occurred on the night of Oct. 2 to 3, when the fol- 
lowing counts were obtained at single telescopes: El 
Dorado, Ark.—321 birds in 1114 hours; Little Rock, 
Ark.—366 birds in 9 hours; Memphis, Tenn.—494 
birds in 914 hours; Birmingham, Ala.—429 birds in 
10 hours; Baton Rouge, La.—1172 birds in 11 hours. 

Loons, Herons, and Ibises—Red-throated Loon— 
1 at Pensacola, Nov. 6 (FMW), first record for 
northwestern Florida and second record for eastern 
Gulf in recent years. Gannet—5 at Pensacola, Nov. 
30, in the unusual ratio of 4 adults to 1 immature 
(FMW). Green Heron—1 at Pensacola until Nov. 
18 and possibly wintering (FMW). Yellow-crowned 
Night Heron—S flushed repeatedly at fish hatchery 
near Lonoke, Ark., on the late date of Nov. 16 
(Coffeys, Smiths). Least Bittern—1 seen 3 miles west 
of Lonoke on same date, extremely late (RDS). 
White Ibis—1 immature at Mud Lake, Aug. 23, 
third Tennessee record (BBC); 2 immature at Wal- 
lace Lake, Sept. 6-14, second consecutive year in 
Shreveport area (HHJ, GDH). 

Waterfowl.—In the absence of reports from several 
customary sources, it is impossible to present a co- 
herent picture of the fall waterfowl movements. 
Some points of interest: an increase in geese in pro- 
portion to ducks at Wheeler Refuge (TAI) and in 
other areas (hunters’ reports); 7 Canada Geese seen 
over Gadsden, Ala. on the early date of Sept. 13 
(Mrs. B. Clark); October-November flights of Can- 
ada and White-fronted Geese at Sabine Refuge, La., 
the best in recent years (V. L. Childs); Blue Goose 
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flight early at Pensacola (9 flocks totaling 356 birds 
in 3 hours on Oct. 19; reported by Mrs. Wernicke 
and L. E. Goodnight), but not notably early at more 
northern stations; an early duck migration in the 
vicinity of Rosedale, Miss. (Legion Lake, Mississippi 
and White Rivers) evidenced by a Pintail, 13 
Shovellers, 52 Blue-winged Teal and many rafts of 
unidentified waterfowl observed on Sept. 2 (MGV 
and others); unusual numbers of Mallards at Sabine 
Refuge (VLC); shortages of the Gadwall, Am. Wid- 
geon, Shoveller, and Green-winged Teal at Sabine 
(VLC) and of Black Duck and Pintail at Wheeler 
Refuge (T. Z. Atkeson); a female White-winged 
Scoter at Pensacola on Nov. 15 (Mrs. J. F. Wer- 
nicke), the third known occurrence of the species 
in that area; an Am. Scoter shot 2 miles south of 
Lake Borgne, Nov. 29 (C. Merkel), and examined 
at L. S. U., this being one of less than a dozen 
records for the whole Gulf coast. 

Hawks.—Swallow-tailed Kite—2 circling over Jef- 
ferson Highway, 6 miles southeast of Baton Rouge, 
Aug. 24 (J. S. Campbell). Red-tailed Hawk—a late 
flight comprising 34 buteos, mostly of this species, 
counted over Memphis between 12:15 and 3:30 p.m., 
Nov. 10 (O. Irwin). Broad-winged Hawk—westward 
coastwise flight at Pensacola, which ordinarily comes 
in late September, initiated on the very early date of 
Sept. 7 (FMW); flock of 70 to 80 noted at Bir- 
mingham, Sept. 21, and several groups of 6 to 20 
on other occasions (TAI); a virtually unique con- 
centration for Louisiana (550 individuals counted out 
of an estimated 1000 in sight at once) reported near 
Sabine Refuge on an unspecified date (R. R. Ru- 
dolph). Short-tailed Hawk—a small black hawk seen 
in good light in a group of migrating Broad-wings 
at Pensacola on Sept. 7 and assumed to represent an 
extralimital occurrence of this species (A. C. Shep- 
perd, A. McMillan, Jr.), though the circumstances 
strongly suggest the rare melanistic phase of the 
Broad-wing, which is indistinguishable in the field 
from the dark phase of the Short-tailed Hawk (Reg. 
Eds.). Marsh Hawk—a straggling eastward migration 
at Pensacola, Oct. 12 (FMW). 

Rails.—Rails seemed unusually numerous this fall. 
Surveys made by riding rice combines (AZ, RDS, 
W. Hearn, Craft Bros.), Oct. 13-19, revealed great 
numbers of rails along the highway west of Memphis 
and at Lehi, Ark. Maximum numbers were encoun- 
tered in a 4-field coverage at the latter locality on 
the 19th as follows: Virginia Rail, 6; Sora, 152; 
Black Rail, 1. On Nov. 4, in a 300-acre field with a 
rather late rice crop, 3 miles east of Malvina, Miss., 
50 to 100 Soras were seen, along with 7 or more 
Virginia Rails (MGV and others). This is the first 
time the Virginia Rail has been recorded in the Rose- 
dale area in autumn. A Sora appeared at Wallace 
Lake, near Shreveport, on the very early date of 
Aug. 17 (HHJ). Close surveillance of hay-mowing 
operations at Louisiana State University, in connec- 
tion with the A. O. U. convention, resulted in the 
capture of 7 Yellow Rails between Oct. 22 and 27 
and in sight records of several others. 

Shorebirds —Dry weather at the time of migration 
made for a poor season in coastal localities such as 
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Pensacola, Fla., and Cameron, La., where many of 
the marsh pools disappeared. The November rains 
came too late to save the situation, and the bulk of 
the population probably passed on to other wintering 
grounds. This same factor, however, by lowering 
water levels in the interior, exposed areas of mud in 
places where there is ordinarily little such habitat 
available and favored the detention of plovers and 
sandpipers. The working of this principle is evi- 
denced by the preponderance of inland localities 
among the records worthy of mention. Wilson's 
Plover—1 at Pensacola on the unusually late date of 
Nov. 20 (FMW). Golden Plover—1 killed by traffic 
at Pensacola, Sept. 28 (FMW); 8 at Newhardt, Ark., 
Oct. 30 (AZ, WH); 1 on President's Island, Mem- 
phis, Nov. 8 (RDS). Black-bellied Plover—seen on 
Nov. 22, later than ever before, at two localities, 
Wheeler Refuge, Ala. (TZA), Conrad Point, near 
Baton Rouge (RBM). Wilson’s Snipe—50% fewer 
on Sabine Refuge at the end of November than at 
the corresponding time last year (VLC). Dowitcher 
—1 with the single call note of the Long-billed at 
Wallace Lake, La., Oct. 12 (HHJ). Greater Yellow- 
legs—late records (Coffeys, Smiths), 1 mile west of 
Lonoke, Ark., Nov. 16, and at Penal Farm near 
Memphis, Nov. 23. Red Knot—1 at Pensacola, Oct. 
5 to Nov. 15, 16 days later than ever before (FMW). 
Pectoral Sandpiper—2 at Lonoke fish hatchery on late 
date of Nov. 16 (Coffeys, Smiths). Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper—1 at Mud Lake, Miss.-Tenn., Aug. 16, 
second Tennessee record (L. Coffey); 2 to 9 about 
8 miles north of Shreveport, Aug. 24-Sept. 6, second 
consecutive fall in that area (HHJ); Sanderling—2 
in first fall plumage at Sardis Dam, Miss., first known 
occurrence in the Memphis area (RDS). 

Gulls and Terns.—Franklin’s Gull—3 on Oct. 25 
between Morgan City and Franklin, La. (BBC); at 
least 20 flying over east end of Cross Lake on Nov. 
8 (HHJ). Bonaparte’s Gull—1 on Tennessee River, 
below Decatur, Ala., Nov. 9, only fall record in that 
area (DCH); 1 at Pensacola, Oct. 30, which equals 
previous earliest date (FMW). Cabot’s Tern—4 at 
Pensacola on late date of Oct. 26 (FMW). 

Doves through Hummingbirds. — White-winged 
Dove—1 at Pensacola, Oct. 26, one of the few records 
of the species there (FMW). Short-eared Owl—a 
great influx into the Region, with maximum num- 
bers in a rice field 14 mile south of Malvina, Miss., 
where between 50 and 100 were seen, Nov. 9-10 
(MGV and others). Chuck-will’s-widow—1 at Pensa- 
cola, Sept. 3, the latest ever heard in song there by 
about 1 month (LEG). Common Nighthawk—1 seen 
and heard at Memphis, on the late date of Oct. 17 
(Coffeys) ; migratory flights on Sept. 16 (count of 
374 from one spot in 1 hour and 15 minutes) and 
Sept. 22 (202 birds in 45 minutes) observed passing 
southward high over Pensacola (FMW); last in- 
dividual noted there, Oct. 16. Ruby-throated Hum- 
mingbird—1 at Pensacola on the unusually late date 
of Nov. 6 (FMW). 

Flycatchers through Kinglets —Eastern Kingbird— 
1 at Harahan, just above New Orleans on Nov. 23, 
latest ever recorded in Louisiana by 26 days (B. 
Myers). Least Flycatcher—1 reported in City Park, 





New Orleans, Nov. 30, without details of identifica- 
tion (HBC), first November record of any Empi- 
donax in the state. Cliff Swallow—approximately 40 
at Pensacola, Aug. 17, the first time that more than 
1 or 2 individuals at a time have been recorded there 
(AMcM). Purple Martin—4 at Pensacola, Oct. 13, 
the latest by 11 days ever found there (FMW ). Long- 
billed Marsh Wren—17 counted, Nov. 16, at the 
Lonoke, Ark., fish hatchery and a point 3 miles west 
(BBC, RDS). Blue-gray Gnatcatcher — spectacular 
concentrations (group of 40, Sept. 6; several groups 
totaling more than 100 on Sept. 7) at Pensacola 
(FMW ). Golden-crowned Kinglet—more numerous 
and widespread throughout the Region than in many 
years. 

Warblers—Worm-eating Warbler—1 on Sept. 4 
at Old River Lake, Miss., first late summer or fall 
record for the Rosedale area (MGV and others). 
Nashville Warbler—1 at Gadsden, Ala., Sept. 14, 
fourth fall record for the State (Mrs. Clark); 1 
killed by traffic at Pensacola, Sept. 28, only the second 
Weston in 37 years’ residence there. 
Parula Warbler—last seen at Pensacola on the very 
late date of Oct. 29 (FMW). Black-throated Blue 
Warbler—an adult male at Pensacola on Sept. 25 
and 26 (Mrs. Wernicke), one of the very few known 
occurrences there. Black-throated Green Warbler—a 
slightly injured bird taken at Old River Lake, Miss., 
on Nov. 25, 19 days later than the previous extreme 
in that area (MGV). Cerulean Warbler—a female 
or immature near Shreveport, Sept. 28, second record 
of the species in this vicinity (HHJ). Louisiana Wa- 
ter-thrush—1 collected at Old River Lake, Miss., 
Sept. 3, second record in the Yazoo-Mississippi Delta 
(MGV). Black-capped Warbler—an adult at Pensa- 
cola, Oct. 25, fourth known occurrence in Florida 
(Mrs. Wernicke); another adult at Pensacola, Oct. 
29 (FMW); one in City Park, New Orleans, on late 
date of Nov. 30 (HBC). 

Icterids and Finches.—Bobolink—heard at Fair- 
field, Ala., on nights of Sept. 1, Sept. 4, and Oct. 3, 
during lunar migration watches (TAI); 2 seen 4 
miles west of West Memphis, Ark., Oct. 16, and 
another observed at Lehi, Ark., Oct. 18, the first fall 
records for the vicinity of Memphis, Tenn. (AZ). 
Baltimore Oriole—1 at Pensacola, Nov. 2, latest ever 
recorded there by 12 days (FMW). Pine Siskin—at 
least 8 near Shreveport, Nov. 16, flock of 20 on fol- 
lowing weekend (HHJ). Leconte’s Sparrow—1 seen 
3 miles west of West Memphis, Ark., Oct. 19, fur- 
nishing one of the few state records (RDS, AZ) .— 
GeorGE H. Lowery, JR., and ROBERT J. NEWMAN, 
Museum of Zoology, Louisiana State University, Ba- 
ton Rouge, La. 
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NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—The 
fall of 1952 was dry and mild with temperatures 
above normal and precipitation below normal. The 
final freeze-up took place over most of the Region 
between Nov. 18 and 23. With few exceptions there 
were no mass movements of waterfowl. 


Herons, Pelicans and Cormorants—Am. Egrets 
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were recorded in 3 states. Twenty-four were seen on 
Sand Lake Refuge, Columbia, S$. Dak. during an 
aerial census on July 27 (Harvey Nelson). Mrs. C. E. 
Peterson, Madison, N. Dak. recorded Am. Egrets in 
the following places in western Minnesota: 6 near 
Appleton on Aug. 10; 11 near Montevideo on Aug. 
11; 56 on Haydenville Slough near Madison on Sept. 
19; 6 on Neswold’s Slough near Madison on Sept. 
24. A single bird stayed on Long Lake Refuge, 
Moffit, N. Dak. from late July until Aug. 8 (Homer 
Bradley). One Snowy Egret was noted on the west 
end of Lake Tewaukon, Cayuga, N. Dak. on May 8 
(Herb Dill). Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, Mont. reported 
the exodus of White Pelicans as gradual, starting 
soon after the birds could fly. They were last seen on 
Oct. 27 (Leon Snyder). Most of the White Pelicans 
and Double-crested Cormorants had departed from 
LaCreek Refuge, Martin, S$. Dak. by late October 
(Kenneth Krumm). 

Swans, Geese and Ducks.—With few exceptions, 
no mass migration of waterfowl was observed in the 
Prairie Provinces and North Dakota. Don Gray noted 
that the average fall numbers of ducks were the 
lowest in 15 years on Lower Souris Refuge, Upham, 
N. Dak. Howard Huenecke commented that there 
was a continual turnover in birds throughout the 
fall, a few coming in and a few leaving, with no 
major build-up on Des Lacs Refuge, Kenmare, N. 
Dak. Whistling Swans reached their peak on Lower 
Souris Refuge from Oct. 21 to 28, when 2100 birds 
were present. Several small flocks remained on Medi- 
cine Lake Refuge, Medicine Lake, Mont. until Nov. 
15 (Elmo Adams) and on Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, 
Mont. until Nov. 18 (Leon Snyder). Most areas 
reported the goose flight as poor. Good flights of 
Canada Geese and Mallards were noted in southern 
Alberta shortly before freeze-up. An early departure 
of Pintails from southern Alberta took place in 
August and early September. On Oct. 27 during a 
heavy northwest wind with temperatures dropping 
to 10° during the night, a heavy migration of water- 
fowl was noted during the afternoon and evening on 
Lower Souris. This flight consisted of Whistling 
Swan, White-fronted Geese, Mallards, Shovellers, 
Gadwall, Green-winged Teal and Scaup. The peak 
concentrations of waterfowl on Bowdoin Refuge in 
Montana built up earlier than usual. LaCreek Refuge, 
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Martin, S. Dak. reported an excellent flight of ducks 
with large numbers frequenting pools until freeze-up 
on Nov. 18. 

Hawks.—Kenneth Krumm reported a slight in- 
crease in buteos on LaCreek, but in most areas they 
continued to be scarce. On Aug. 19, 18 Sparrow 
Hawks were counted along 12 miles of road north 
of Bismarck, N. Dak. (Robert Randall). 

Cranes.—Sandhill Cranes were noted going over 
Edmonton, Alta. in numbers on Sept. 20 (Robert 
Lister). Twelve hundred were recorded at Lost Moun- 
tain Lake near Regina, Sask. on Sept. 23 (Bernard 
Golop, Merrill Hammond). The bulk of the move- 
ment in North Dakota occurred in mid-September 
but Lower Souris recorded a few on Aug. 6 and 
Des Lacs reported some going over in late October. 
The peak of the migration in western South Dakota 
usually takes place from Oct. 10 to 15. A Whooping 
Crane, apparently injured by a hunter, was captured 
on a farm near Weyburn, Sask. After its injuries 
were treated by a veterinarian and it had officially 
cleared the U. S. Customs (Nov. 2) the bird began 
its journey via airplane to Texas for treatment at the 
San Antonio Zoo. The bird died en route. 

Shorebirds.—There was a good migration of shore- 
birds. Am. Golden Plover were seen in Alberta, North 
Dakota and South Dakota. One was recorded near 
Edmonton, Alta. on Sept. 28 (RL); 2 were found 
on Des Lacs Refuge in North Dakota on Oct. 12, 
and 7 were seen in the same area a week later (RG); 
25 were noted near Sioux Falls, S. Dak. on Oct. 18 
(Scott Findley). Lesser Yellow-legs had returned to 
both North and South Dakota by July 2. 

Flickers, Swallows, Crows.—Many flickers appeared 
in Kenmare during the last week in August with the 
greatest number recorded on Aug. 26. Most of these 
were Yellow-shafted but a number of Red-shafted 
as well as hybrids were noted. Several were exam- 
ined while stunned from flying into ‘“‘picture’’ win- 
dows. Flickers appeared in numbers on LaCreek 
Refuge, Martin, S. Dak. during the last half of 
September, Yellow-shafted predominating. Cliff, 
Barn and Bank Swallows were noted in smaller num- 
bers on LaCreek (Kenneth Krumm). The two largest 
Am. Crow movements over Des Lacs Refuge were 
noted during strong northwest winds, Sept. 14 and 
Sept. 30 (Huenecke, Bodmer). 

Thrushes through Waxwings.—Olive-backed 
Thrushes were seen off and on throughout Septem- 
ber in North Dakota. Mountain Bluebirds were re- 
corded in greater numbers near Regina, Sask. where 
they first appeared on Sept. 10 (Doug Gilroy). They 
were present in western North Dakota most of Sep- 
tember. O. A. Stevens reported Golden-crowned 
Kinglets in fair numbers in Fargo, N. Dak. where 
they appeared on Oct. 8 and departed on Nov. 11. 
Both Golden-crowned and Ruby-crowned Kinglets 
were more plentiful than usual in Sioux Falls, S. 
Dak. where they remained several weeks until the 
storm of Nov. 25 (Scott Findley). The first large 
wave of Water Pipits was observed on Des Lacs 
Refuge, Oct. 2 (Kermit Dybsetter). Bohemian Wax- 
wings appeared in northwestern North Dakota on 
Oct. 9. Dr. Stuart Houston viewed with interest a 
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flock of Bohemian Waxwings in the back yard and 
a flock of Cedar Waxwings in the front yard of his 
home in Yorkton, Sask. at the same time on Nov. 22. 

Warblers through Sparrows.—As usual, warb!ers 
were seen during August, September and October. 
Several waves of Yellow Warblers in early and mid- 
August appeared to be the earliest migrants while 
Myrtles observed until the end of October were the 
latest. Many redpolls were seen throughout the fa!] 
near Regina, Sask. (DG) and they were seen in 
western North Dakota on Oct. 27. There was a good 
migration of Harris's Sparrows in North Dakota. 
They were first seen in most areas in mid-September 
and were noted during most of October. Robert 
Randall recorded them in Bismarck on Nov. 8. Lin- 
coln's Sparrows arrived in Fargo, N. Dak. on Sept. 2 
and departed on Oct. 1 (OS) while the Bismarck 
dates were Sept. 7 to Oct. 5 (RR). W. B. Mallory 
reported a heavy wave of Lincoln’s Sparrows in 
Canton, S. Dak. from Sept. 21 to Oct. 12, the most 
in several years. On the evening of Dec. 10, a cloudy 
mild evening with gentle snowfall, an unforgettable 
migration of Lapland Longspurs was heard over 
Kenmare. The birds were first heard at 8:30 p.m. 
and the flight continued throughout the evening with- 
out let-up. At 12:20 they were still going over. It 
is not known if the flight continued throughout the 
night, but they could still be heard in large numbers 
at 7 a.m. on Dec. 11 (Gammells). Herbert Bodmer 
reported large flocks of Lapland Longspurs feeding 
in the fields southeast of Kenmare during the morn- 
ing of Dec. 11—ANN M. GAMMELL, and ROBERT 
T. GAMMELL, Kenmare, N. Dak. 


SOUTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—The 
severe drought continued throughout most of the Re- 
gion. Thousands of ponds dried up and 

levels were lower than 
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critically low reservoirs. 

Fall migration was most erratic. Many northern 
species arrived two to four weeks early; some resi- 
dent species left early; others stayed late, probably 
on account of the very mild weather. A pronounced 
shift in migration routes from west to east was anti- 
cipated and some species did show this trend. Several 
eastern species appeared in some numbers on_ the 
western fringe of the Plains suggesting that they had 


veered to the west in order to find suitable habitats. 

Loons through Ibises.—The Lesser Common Loon, 
which is a rare migrant in eastern Colorado, was seen 
regularly in groups of 1 to at Longmont (Mrs. 
C_N. Collister). A Red-necked Grebe seen at Den- 
ton, Tex. on Oct. 11 was a new county record (K. 
and R. Rylander). A Louisiana Heron noted on 
three dates in late August at Commerce, Tex. was a 
new locality record (Mrs. N. S. O'Neil). The Wood 
Ibis remained in Oklahoma during the early part of 
the period. One of these stragglers from the Gulf 
Coast was seen on the Salt Plains Refuge on Sept. 6 
(G. Jones and J. B. Van den Akker); 2 were seen 
near Hugo on two dates in September (K. E. Sneed). 
An immature White Ibis seen at Commerce from 
Aug. 18-31 was a new locality record (NSO). 

Waterfoul through Hawks.—The fall migration 
was early but otherwise uneventful. Geese were sel- 
dom seen in eastern Nebraska (W. F. Rapp, Jr.). 
An outbreak of botulism near Groom, Tex. caused 
serious losses in September but the condition dis- 
appeared before Nov. 15 (Mrs. D. Acord). Hawk 
counts taken at a number of localities in late Sep- 
tember and early October showed that the Sparrow 
Hawk was the only species in full migration. A 
Black Vulture seen at the Salt Plains Refuge on 
Oct. 18 was west of its normal range in Oklahoma 
(B. Smith). Krider's Red-tailed Hawk was seen at 
Fort Worth on Nov. 12 and 13 and Harlan’s Hawk 
was seen on dates between Nov. 6 and 18 
(McCart and Wilson). Both of these hawks are rare 
in that locality. A Rough-legged Hawk at Fort Worth 
on Oct. 28 was six weeks earlier than any previous 
record (M and W). 

Quails, Shorebirds.—The Bob-white was less com- 
mon than last fall throughout much of the Region. 
However, the species showed an increase in north- 
eastern Colorado (NCN). The Am. Golden Plover 
was apparently more common than usual, being re- 
corded at Longmont on Sept. 14 and 17 (CNC), at 
Lawrence, Kans. on Oct. 15 (H. B. Tordoff), at St. 
Mary's, Kans. (T. Hatrel), and at Tulsa, Okla. on 
Sept. 21 and 23 constituting the first fall records 
(O. and E. Letson). A Ruddy Turnstone seen at 
Oklahoma City on Sept. 1 represented one of the 
few records of this species in Oklahoma (P. Griff- 
ing). The flight of sandpipers was generally early and 
heavy with most species leaving the drought-stricken 
county several weeks before the normal departure 
dates. The Am. Woodcock was apparently more com- 
mon than usual on the eastern Plains. Two fed on 
sprinkled lawns in Topeka from Oct. 31 to Nov. 11 
(LBC). Four sight records were reported by mem- 
bers of the Tulsa Aud. Soc. (EL) and 1 shot near 
Stillwater on Nov. 25 constituted the third record in 
thirteen years (F. M. Baumgartner). Two seen at 
Fort Worth on Nov. 12 constituted the second county 
record (M and W). Wilson’s Snipe were found in 
unusually large numbers in northeastern Colorado, 
35 seen near Fort Collins on Nov. 4 representing the 
largest group ever seen by R. G. Beidleman. The 
Willet was seen at Commerce between Aug. 18-31, 
constituting a new locality record (NSO). A Red 
Knot was seen at Union Reservoir near Longmont, 
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Colo. on Aug. 9, 10 and 15 (J. H. Arnold). This 
is one of the few if not the first record of this species 
in Colorado. The Buff-breasted Sandpiper was re- 
corded by enough observers to indicate an unusually 
heavy flight. This species was seen near Lawrence, 
Kans. on Aug. 3 (H. Hedges) at Tulsa, Okla. on 
Sept. 17 (S. Mery, A. Reynolds, M. Ginter and EL), 
near Muskogee, Okla. on Sept. 16 (J. L. Norman 
and Mr. and Mrs. M. R. Bebb), at Commerce on 
Aug. 31 (NSO) and at Denton on Aug. 22 (K and 
RR). 

Phalaropes, Jaegers, Gulls —Wilson’s Phalarope 
was seen for the first time at Tulsa, 1 on Aug. 27 
(AR, EL and MG), 1 on Sept. 1, and 2 on Sept. 4 
(AR, M. Robinson and C. Spore). A Long-tailed 
Jaeger shot at Lincoln on Sept. 1 constitutes the first 
record of this species in Nebraska (WFR). A Bona- 
parte’s Gull was identified near Baldwin, Kans. on 
Oct. 26 (R. W. Fredrickson). A Sabine’s Gull was 
found at Lake Shawnee near Topeka on Oct. 29 
(Mrs. L. G. Thorpe). Both of these species are rare 
on the Plains. 

Cuckoos through Flycatchers.—A Black-billed Cuc- 
koo seen in Palo Duro Canyon near Canyon, Tex. 
was west of the normal range of this species (DA). 
One of the most exciting events of the season was the 
northward wandering of the Groove-billed Ani. A 
specimen obtained near Lake Texhoma in Marshall 
Co., Okla. about Oct. 15 constitutes a new State 
record (G. M. Sutton). Another was taken near 
Marion, Kans. on Oct. 28 and sent to the University 
of Kansas (T. Andrews). The Groove-billed Ani was 
also seen in Nebraska but no details are available 
(WFR). The Golden-fronted Woodpecker was seen 
at Fort Worth on Nov. 6-10. This was the first 
record of this species in 14 years (M and W). A 
Pileated Woodpecker seen near Fort Calhoun, Nebr. 
on Oct. 28 was the first record since 1895 (A. R. 
Galley). Four Eastern Phoebes at Midland, Tex. on 
Nov. 2 represent a new locality record (Mr. and 
Mrs. J. Galley). Say’s Phoebe was seen near Alva, 
Okla., 1 on Sept. 26 and 2 on Nov. 22 (P. Nigh- 
swonger). These records are an eastward extension of 
the range in Oklahoma. A male Vermilion Fly- 
catcher found near Salina, Okla. on Sept. 21 con- 
stitutes the third locality record in the State (Mr. 
and Mrs. W. Gilbert). 

Chickadees through Thrushes.—Six Black-capped 
Chickadees (Long-tailed) were seen en Nov. 6 at 
Fort Worth where this species is very rare (Wilson). 
A Winter Wren at Bladen, Nebr. on Sept. 28 was 
the first record in several years (H. Turner). The 
Short-billed Marsh Wren was noted on Aug. 9 (J. 
G. Newell) and in another locality near Tulsa on 
Aug. 10 (AR). These constituted the second and 
third records. A Catbird at Lawrence on Nov. 23 was 
unusually late (H. Chewning). Thrushes were re- 
ported to be scarce in most localities; however, sev- 
eral interesting distributional records were reported. 
The Hermit Thrush seen near Boerne, Tex. on Sept. 
19 was unusually early (Mr. and Mrs. D. T. Smith). 
Three Gray-cheeked Thrushes seen at Commerce on 
Oct. 19 were the first recorded there in the fall 
(NSO). A Mountain Bluebird at Fort Worth on 
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Nov. 15 was two months earlier than the flocks seen 
in 1950 (M). 

Silky Flycatchers through Warblers —The Phaino- 
pepla was seen for the first time at Midland (JG). 
The vireo and warbler migration was disappointing, 
suggesting that these groups passed through rapidly 
or avoided the dry Plains. A Black-throated Blue at 
Fort Worth on Oct. 16 was the first fall record 
(M and W). The Northern Water-thrush was seen 
at Commerce on Aug. 24 and again on Sept. 6. These 
are the first fall records in this locality (NSO). An 
Am. Redstart was found at Midland on Sept. 14 
(JG). This species is rare on the western Plains. 

Blackbirds through Sparrows.—A Rusty Blackbird 
near Fort Collins, Colo. on Oct. 22 is believed to be 
a new locality record (RGB). A Baltimore Oriole 
seen at Lincoln, Nebr. on Nov. 17 was more than 
two months late in its departure (Mr. and Mrs. 
Spidel). Cassin’s Finch seen at Brule, Nebr. on Oct. 
19 was the second record in four years (H. R. 
Benckeser). The Lesser Goldfinch was seen for the 
first time at Fort Worth (W). Gambel’s White- 
crowned Sparrows were unusually plentiful on the 
eastern Plains. Several observers commented on their 
presence and, at Stillwater, where the species was 
practically unreported heretofore, 7 were banded (A. 
M. Baumgartner). The White-throated Sparrow 
was recorded for the first time at Fort Collins, Colo. 
on Oct. 22 (RGB) and was also seen near Amarillo 
on Oct. 12 (DA). A large flock of McCown’s Long- 
spurs at Fort Worth on Nov. 16 constituted the first 
fall record (W).—F. M. BAUMGARTNER, Oklahoma 
A. and M. College, Stillwater, Okla. 


PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
REGION.—Both in northern Idaho and western 
Montana, the fall months were characterized by clear, 
warm weather, 
with almost no 
precipitation 
from July un- 
til November, 
and tempera- 
tures consis- 
tently above 
normal. Al- 
though no rec- 
L : = ords were brok- 

en, the Weath- 
er Bureau reported one of the dryest falls recorded 
for this part of the country. In northern Idaho, tem- 
peratures in the eighties were experienced as late as 
early October, and it was the latter part of the month 
before the first light frosts covered the ground in the 
early morning hours. With no periods of bad weather 
to influence the movements of fall transients, the 
southward migration produced little of unusual in- 
terest. It was again clearly demonstrated that it is 
not the suggestion of approaching winter that in- 
fluences birds in their departure in the fall, for de- 
spite unusually favorable conditions, clear warm days 
and an abundance of food, summer residents through- 
out the Region departed almost on schedule. Very 
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few species were noted later than usual, and those 
that were could be accounted for by the fact that 
an occasional hardy individual frequently lingers in 
any locality later than might be expected. Species 
from farther north, both transients and those that 
remained for the winter likewise appeared, with few 
exceptions, on dates normal in every respect. 

Records from western Montana were reported by 
R. L. Hand. Those from northern Idaho and eastern 
Washington, unless otherwise specified, were per- 
sonally taken. 

Grebes, Herons, W aterfowl—Two Horned Grebes, 
rarely observed in the State, were seen at Sandpoint, 
Idaho on Oct. 31 (Hand), and several Pied-billed 
Grebes (rare in western Montana) were noted at 
Kicking Horse Reservoir (Lake Co., Mont.), Aug. 
6 and 11. The last Great Blue Heron was seen at 
Missoula, Sept. 4, while in northern Idaho 4 birds 
appeared at Lewiston, July 31, and were noted at in- 
tervals until early November. A single bird seen on 
the Palouse River at Potlatch on Dec. 7 will prob- 
ably winter there. A single Whistling Swan appeared 
on the Flathead River near Dixon, Oct. 31, while at 
Lewiston a single bird was seen on Nov. 1 and 13. 
The last Wood Duck was noted at Missoula, Sept. 14 
and a pair on the St. Joe River at St. Maries, Idaho 
(Hand) on the rather late date of Oct. 21. Two 
Ruddy Ducks, uncommon in the fall in northern 
Idaho, were seen on the Palouse River at Potlatch on 
Nov. 2. 

Vultures and Hawks.—At Missoula, the local col- 
ony of Turkey Vultures had increased to about 20 
individuals by Sept. 14, but they must have left 
soon after that date as there were none present a 
week later. A moderate flight of Sharp-shinned Hawks 
was noted there between Sept. 11 and Oct. 23, and 
one of Swainson’s Hawks (uncommon in the western 
part of the State) between Aug. 24 and Sept. 11. 
A Rough-legged Hawk appeared on Oct. 21, while 
at St. Ignatius, in Lake County, a Ferruginous Hawk, 
rare west of the Continental Divide, was observed on 
Sept. 2. The first Pigeon Hawk was noted at Missoula, 
Oct. 5, and the last Sparrow Hawk, Nov. 2. In 
northern Idaho, the first Rough-legged Hawk was 
seen on Nov. 1 at Lewiston, but it was not until 
Dec. 6 that the first Pigeon Hawk, always uncommon 
in the northern part of the State, appeared at Moscow. 

Marsh Birds and Shorebirds.—Coots in large flocks 
were noted at Sandpoint, Idaho, Oct. 30 and 31 
(Hand). and 2 Soras (uncommon in western Mon- 
tana) just west of Missoula, Aug. 31. Shorebirds 
appeared in normal numbers in western Montana, the 
one exception, due possibly to the clear, warm 
weather, being the Wilson’s Snipe. There was no 
noticeable : fall flight such as has been observed in 
other years, a single bird only being noted at Nine- 
pipe Reservoir on Aug. 6. Species recorded otherwise 
at Missoula were: a Ringed Plover (Hand's first rec- 
ord for the State) on Aug. 24; Killdeer, common 
through Oct. 6; Spotted Sandpiper, common to Aug. 
26, and noted as late as Sept. 14; Solitary Sandpiper, 
frequently observed, Aug. 6 to 25, and infrequently 
thereafter until Sept. 14 (late); Greater Yellow-legs 
noted from July 29 to Aug. 14, and from Aug 6 to 


Sept. 11 at Ninepipe and Kicking Horse Reservoirs. 
Also recorded at these reservoirs were the Lesser 
Yellow-legs, small flocks at Ninepipe, Aug. 25 to 
Sept. 11; Pectoral Sandpiper, a single bird on Aug. 
25 at Kicking Horse; Baird’s Sandpiper, common at 
both Ninepipe and Kicking Horse, Aug. 6 to 25, 
and a single bird on Sept. 2; Semipalmated Sand- 
piper, 2 at Kicking Horse, Aug. 11; Northern Phala- 
rope, commoner than in previous years, as many as 
30 being seen at Ninepipe on Sept. 2; the first birds 
appeared on Aug. 11, and the last were noted, Sept. 11. 

In northern Idaho, on the other hand, relatively 
few shorebirds were seen. The winter of 1951-52 
had been characterized by deep snows with an un- 
usually high water content, and this resulted in keep- 
ing such streams as the Palouse River at Potlatch, 
and the Snake River at Lewiston, so high during the 
summer and even early fall months that few sand- 
bars or mud flats were exposed on which the shore- 
birds could feed. In the vicinity of Moscow, there 
are a few small ponds, and it was here that most of 
the records were obtained. These were: Am. Golden 
Plover (rare), one bird on Sept. 15, at Moscow, and 
two at Lewiston on Sept. 28 and Oct. 5; Solitary 
Sandpiper, single birds, Aug. 16 and 30 and Sept. 
12; Greater Yellow-legs, small flocks, July 1 (early) 
through Oct. 27 (late); Lesser Yellow-legs, single 
bird, Sept. 10; Least Sandpiper, 2 birds, Aug. 21; 
Semipalmated Sandpiper, one bird, Aug. 13; Western 
Sandpiper, small flocks, July 12 and Aug. 21; Am. 
Avocet, 2 birds, July 10. 

Gulls through W oodpeckers.—In western Montana, 
the Ring-billed Gull was common throughout August 
and September at Ninepipe and Kicking Horse Reser- 
voirs. Forster's Terns and Black Terns were noted in 
small numbers at the two reservoirs until Aug. 11. 
In northern Idaho, no terns at all were seen during 
the late summer or fall months, but the Ring-billed 
Gull appeared on the Snake River at Lewiston on 
July 24 (early), and a few birds were still present 
at the end of November. At Missoula the last Mourn- 
ing Dove was seen on Sept. 1, a rather early depar- 
ture date. The last Common Nighthawks were noted 
at Missoula, Sept. 14, and at Moscow, Sept. 8. Hum- 
mingbirds were unusually scarce, both in western 
Montana and northern idaho, none being seen at 
Missoula after the middle of July, and only 1 or 2 
individuals at Moscow in early August. Of unusual 
interest was the appearance of a typical (Northern) 
Yellow-shafted Flicker at Missoula on Oct. 6. The 
last Lewis's Woodpecker was seen at Missoula, Sept. 


2, and at Moscow on Sept. 12. 


Flycatchers and Swallows.—The following depar- 
ture dates indicate once more that despite the relative 
short distance (in a straight line) between Missoula 
and Moscow, the fall migration is much earlier in 
western Montana than in northern Idaho. In each 
case, the first date given is for Missoula: Eastern 
Kingbird, Aug. 31 and Sept. 7; Western Kingbird, 
Sept. 2 and Sept. 7; Traill’s Flycatcher, Aug. 3 and 
Sept. 8; Hammond’s (or Wright's) Flycatcher, Aug. 
18 and Sept. 23; Western Wood Pewee, Sept. 1 and 
Sept. 15; Olive-sided Flycatcher, Sept. 10 and Sept. 
13; Violet-green Swallow, Aug. 31 and Sept. 21; 


Rough-winged Swallow, Aug. 24 and Sept. 1; Barn 
Swallow, Sept. 15 and Sept. 28; Cliff Swallow, Aug. 
20 and Sept. 16. 

Crows, Mountain Chickadees.—Three Crows, seen 
at Weippe, in Clearwater Co., Idaho, on Aug. 1 were 
apparently very early transients as this species does 
not breed anywhere in the Palouse country of north- 
ern Idaho. At Missoula, the last Am. Crows were 
seen, Oct. 6. Mountain Chickadees are rarely seen in 
northern Idaho below an altitude of approximately 
3000 feet, so of interest this fall was a pronounced 
and rather early movement from the higher ridges, 
where this species nests, to the open valleys. In view 
of the clear, warm weather that prevailed, this alti- 
tudinal migration was rather unexpected, and one 
cannot help but wonder if the prolonged drought was 
the underlying cause. As early as Aug. 29, a small 
flock appeared on the University of Idaho campus 
at Moscow, and on Oct. 5 several small flocks were 
seen in the cottonwoods along the Snake River at 
Lewiston, the altitude here the lowest in the State, 
being only 780 feet. 

Wrens, Cathirds, Thrushes—At Moscow, the last 
House Wren was noted on Sept. 29, and a Winter 
Wren, apparently an early transient since it appeared 
in the residential section of town, on Sept. 28. Both 
at Missoula and Moscow the last Catbird was seen 
on Sept. 13. Since there was no bad weather to delay 
their southward movement, Hermit Thrushes seem- 
ingly crossed northern Idaho without finding it neces- 
sary to pause for any length of time, and were much 
scarcer than in any previous year. At Moscow, single 
birds were seen, Sept. 11 and 15, and Oct. 3 and 7. 
Mountain Bluebirds departed unexpectedly early both 
in western Montana and northern Idaho, being last 
noted at Missoula on Sept. 26 and rarely seen at 
Moscow after the first of October. One small flock 
appeared at Moscow, Oct. 31, but as is usually the 
case, none in November. 

Pipits, Waxwings.—At Missoula, the Water Pipit 
was first seen on Aug. 24 (early), and was common 
from Sept. 11 through Oct. 6. In northern Idaho a 
single bird appeared on Sept. 8 (early), and small 
flocks were noted from the middle of September until 
Oct. 19. A flock of Bohemian Waxwings was noted 
at Sandpoint, Idaho, on Oct. 29 (Hand) but through 
early December this species had not as yet appeared 
at Moscow. Few species are as erratic as the Bohemian 
Waxwing in its occurrence in northern Idaho during 
the winter months, for while present each year the 
first flock may not be seen at Moscow until early 
January. 

Vireos, Warblers—Departure dates for the vireos 
and warblers again showed that the fall migration in 
western Montana is usually noticeably earlier than in 
northern Idaho. In each case, the first date cited here 
is for Missoula, the second for Moscow: (Cassin’s) 
Solitary Vireo, Aug. 26 and Sept. 12; Warbling 
Vireo, Sept. 1 and Sept. 13; Yellow Warbler, Aug. 
27 and Aug. 28; Audubon’s Warbler, Oct. 18 and 
Nov. 29; Black-capped Warbler, Sept. 13 and Oct. 
3; Am. Redstart, Aug. 26 and Sept. 17. The North- 
ern Water-thrush, rarely observed as a transient in 
northern Idaho, was last seen at Missoula on Aug. 
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18. A Myrtle Warbler, another extremely scarce 
transient in northern Idaho, was seen at Coeur 
d'Alene on Oct. 10, a single bird (collected to verify 
the identification) being found feeding with a flock 
of Audubon’s Warblers. 

Blackbirds —A single Yellow-headed Blackbird, 
scarce fall transient at Moscow, was noted on Aug. 
17 feeding with a flock of Brewer's Blackbirds. Un- 
questionably the outstanding event of the fall migra- 
tion was the presence of a female Rusty Blackbird 
at Potlatch on Nov. 2, the first definite record for 
this species not only for Idaho but for the Pacific 
Northwest. It was feeding alone at the edge of the 
Palouse River, and while there was no question as to 
its identity, it was collected after being watched for 
a minute or two. Brewer's Blackbirds departed earlier 
than usual this fall, being last noted at Missoula on 
Sept. 13, and being very scarce in northern Idaho 
after the latter part of September. The Bullock’s 
Oriole was last seen at Missoula on July 30, and at 
Moscow on Aug. 14. As has been the case in previous 
years, adult Brown-headed Cowbirds disappeared 
completely in northern Idaho in early July, but fully- 
grown young of the year were present in larger num- 
bers than usual throughout all of July and August, 
and were noted for the first time in September, a 
single bird being seen at Lewiston on Sept. 4. 

Tanagers, Finches and Sparrows.—A rather unex- 
pected record for the fall was the presence of a West- 
ern Tanager at Moscow on Nov. 17 and 26, feeding 
each time with a flock of robins in an apple orchard. 
This species lingers at times until the middle of 
October, but it has never before been seen this late in 
northern Idaho. At Missoula, it was last seen on 
Sept. 14. Departure dates for the finches and spar- 
rows were much as usual in northern Idaho and were 
as follows: Black-headed Grosbeak, Sept. 13; Lazuli 
Bunting, Sept. 14; Savannah Sparrow, Oct. 21; Ves- 
per Sparrow, Sept. 10; Fox Sparrow, Sept. 30; Lin- 
coln’s Sparrow, Oct. 8. The first Am. Tree Sparrows 
appeared at Weippe, Clearwater Co., Idaho on Nov. 
6, and at Missoula, Nov. 2. Two White-throated 
Sparrows, one an adult, the other in immature plum- 
age, were seen a short distance west of Missoula on 
Oct. 6. The Savannah Sparrow was noted for the 
last time there on Oct. 6; the Vesper Sparrow on 
Sept. 14; the Chipping Sparrow on Sept. 20.— 
THomMas D. BuRLEIGH, School of Forestry, Univer- 
sity of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho. 


GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUN- 
TAIN REGION.—The entire fall season in most of 
the Great Basin and Central Rocky Mountain Region 
was dry and open with little or no moisture and 
above-average temperatures. In Utah an all-time rec- 
days and a record- 
breaking drought was experienced over the entire 
Region. As indicated by several reporters, waters 
froze up about Nov. 23. Oliver K. Scott reported 
warm and dry weather until Nov. 20 followed by a 
freeze-up around Casper, Wyo., while Vanez T. Wil- 
son reported freeze-up at Bear River Refuge in Utah, 
Nov. 23. Floyd A. Thompson, Federal Game Agent 


ord was set for no moisture for 65 
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in Utah, indicated that the exceptionally mild weather 
this fall has been an inducement for many of the 
early migratory birds to remain. In the northwestern 
part of the Region, Paul E. Steel reported blue-bird 
weather with the exception of two storms—one in 
late November and one in early December in the 
vicinity of Tule Lake National Wildlife Refuge. Ray 
Erickson at Malheur Refuge in Oregon reported a 
very late fall with most of the birds appearing or de- 
parting on migration two to three weeks later than 
usual. 

Grebes and Pelicans —A few grebes and pelicans 
remained in the Region at the end of the period. Re- 
ports of biggest numbers in September came from 
Bear River Refuge (VTW) where 1800 Western 
Grebes and 9000 White Pelicans were observed. 
Those birds present at the end of November were 
later than usual in departing. 

Cormorants, Herons and Ibis.—As with the above 
group there were few birds present by Nov. 30 and 
these largely on rapidly diminishing ice-free waters. 
Bear River supported an estimated 5200 White-faced 
Ibis at peak numbers (VTW). At least 100 Double- 
crested Cormorants were observed on Oct. 12 at 
Farmington Bay Refuge by C. W. Lockerbie. 

Swans and Geese.—A peak of over 12,000 Whis- 
tling Swans was noted on Malheur Refuge, Oreg. 
(RE) on Oct. 31, and 14,000 on Bear River Refuge 
(VTW) on Nov. 19. On Tule Lake Refuge, 1500 
Whistling Swans were reported, Nov. 20 (PS), while 
Mrs. H. E. Shaw estimated 3749 near Nampa, Idaho. 
A report of 8 (Richardson’s) Canada Geese checked 
through Lower Klamath during the season (PES). 
(Cackling) Canada Geese at Tule Lake reached a 
peak about Oct. 7 when an estimated 85,000 were 
present. 

Ducks.—In general the dry warm weather resulted 
in a slow steady migration of waterfowl. Dr. Scott, 
in Wyoming, reported waterfowl migration was slow 
until the freeze-up, Nov. 20. Then most of them 
went through quickly. Bear River Refuge reports 
waterfowl about as normal (VTW) but at Tule Lake 
Steel reports the best waterfowl migration in a num- 
ber of years. Reports for southern Utah indicate 
better than usual waterfowl flights throughout the 
season. Some large concentrations of waterfowl were 
reported from several refuges. Over a half million 
Pintails at Bear River Refuge (VTW) were observed 
the first part of October, and 335,000 Green-winged 
Teal on the same area. Tule Lake ducks were even 
higher with 114 million Pintails and 800,000 Mal- 
lards present in October. Fewer waterfowl remained 


in Utah at the end of November than in previous 
seasons. 

Vultures and Hawks.—In migration the last Swain- 
son's Hawk was seen on Nov. 25 at Malheur Refuge 
(RE). The Red-tailed Hawk (Western) was ob- 
served in peak numbers, Sept. 4, in southern Idaho 
(HES). In Utah, Lockerbie reported a concentration 
of 65 Turkey Vultures, Sept. 29, on the Farmington 
Bay Refuge. 

Cranes and Coots.—Reports of V. T. Wilson showed 
116,000 Am. Coots at peak numbers on Bear River 
Refuge, Sept. 16, while Thompson estimated 32,000 
in Utah, Nov. 1. From Malheur Refuge Erickson re- 
ported Sandhill Cranes present three to four weeks 
later than usual; 800 were seen on Oct. 3, 300 on 
Nov. 3, 160 on Nov. 16 and 10 birds on Nov. 20. 
In southern Idaho Mrs. Shaw saw 2 Sandhills as late 
as Nov. 5B 

Shorebirds, Gulls, Doves. —Shorebird numbers 
reached their peak, Sept. 16, on the Bear River Ref- 
uge; an estimated 21,000 Dowitchers (Long-billed) 
were recorded on this date. Steele reported a lone 
Hudsonian Curlew on the Tule Lake Refuge, Sept. 5. 
Am. Avocets were reported later than usual through- 
out the Region and as many as 1000 were seen by 
Thompson on Nov. 18 in Utah. Lockerbie reported 
Long-billed Curlews west of Clearfield, Nov. 28, a 
late migration record for this species. Mourning 
Doves were later in migration this year. The last ob- 
served on Malheur Refuge, Oreg. was November 
21 (RE), while in Utah Thompson reported the rela- 
tively common appearance of Mourning Doves over 
the entire state during early December in flocks of 
3, 4, 5 or more. 

Swallows, Bushtits, Thrushes.— Barn Swallows 
reached peak numbers at Malheur Refuge on Sept. 
23 but were all gone a week later (RE). However, 
a few were reported as late as Nov. 7 at Bear River 
Refuge where the peak number of Barn Swallows 
was on Sept. 16 (VTW). Barn Swallows departed 
en mass the first week of October from the Tule Lake 
Refuge (PES). Thousands of Violet-green Swallows 
were observed in Salt Lake City the first week of 
September (CWL). Leland F. Allen from Zion Na- 
tional Park in southern Utah reported later than usual 
arrival of Common Bushtits; first seen at park head- 
quarters, Nov. 30. A Varied Thrush was observed 
with interest at Mesa Verde National Park on Oct. 
26 by Captain Karl W. Haller. 

Starlings, Blackbirds, Rosy Finches —Common Star- 
lings were reported from several parts of the Region 
including the Tule Lake Refuge where Steele re- 
ported a flock of 75 on Nov. 14, and from Utah where 
Thompson estimated 15,000 on Dec. 22 and indicated 
they were present all through the fall period in big 
numbers. Evidently the species is spreading rapidly 
in numbers and area throughout the Region. Black- 
birds were present in larger numbers in Utah this 
fall. Hundreds of Brown-capped Rosy Finches were 
sighted on Nov. 24 but did not reach concentration 
numbers until later at the Mesa Verde National Park 
in southwestern Colorado according to Don Watson. 
—Jressop B. Low, Utah State Agricultural College, 
Logan, Uta/ 


SOUTHWEST REGION.—The weather until mid- 
November was unusually warm, with leaves staying 
late on deciduous trees and garden flowers blooming 
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central-southern and 
northwestern Arizona. Northern and central New 
Mexico differed from the rest of the Region in hav- 
ing a colder than usual October. 

Grebes through Ibises —A Horned Grebe taken 
on lower Havasu Lake, Havasu Lake Natl. Wildlife 
Refuge, Oct. 27, was the first Arizona specimen; 
a group of four was seen at Needles Landing, Calif., 
on the same lake, Oct. 29 (Gale Monson). Both 
Am. and Snowy Egrets were still present on the 
Bosque del Apache Natl. Wildlife Refuge, N. Mex. 
at the end of the period (Raymond Fleetwood). A 
Wood Ibis lingered at the Bosque Refuge until Sept. 
12 (RF). 

Waterfowl—The passage of White-fronted Geese 
through Havasu Lake Refuge was unusually late, 
extending from Oct. 2 to Nov. 5 (GM). Two Ful- 
vous Tree-ducks were seen near Poston, Ariz., Nov. 
29 (John Knox, Don Moon). Dabbling ducks were 
generally reported considerably more numerous than 
usual, with Pintails making an especially good show- 
ing. Eighteen thousand Pintails were reported feed- 
ing at the Coconino Plateau lakes southeast of Flag- 
staff, Ariz., Oct. 2 (fide Eleanor Pugh), while 34,000 
were at the Bosque Refuge, Nov. 11 (RF). A Surf 
Scoter was found near Topock, Nov. 1, and another, 
possibly the same individual, Nov. 6 (GM). 

Hawks.—Four Harris's Hawks were present in the 
96 Hills area between Oracle Jct. and Florence, Ariz., 
Aug. 30, and 2 were seen in the same area, Nov. 12 
(S. Gallizioli). Two Mexican Black Hawks were 
found near Cottonwood, Ariz., Sept. 21 (EP) and 
one was still present at Wikieup, Ariz., Oct. 5 (Allan 
R. Phillips). A Golden Eagle was seen west of Davis 
Dam, Nev., Aug. 16 (ARP). 

Cranes and Rails.—At least 150 Sandhill Cranes 
were seen in flight over Boulder Beach, Lake Mead, 
Nev., Oct. 24 (B. Estes, Mrs. W. Turley, fide Russell 
K. Grater). A Clapper Rail was observed near Earp, 
Calif., Aug. 28 (GM). 

Shorebirds —Among the unusual shorebird records 
obtained at Havasu Lake Refuge during the fall were 
the following: 2 Ruddy Turnstones at Needles Land- 
ing, Sept. 16; an Upland Sandpiper at Needles Land- 
ing, Sept. 11; a late Marbled Godwit in the Bill 
Williams Delta, Ariz., Oct. 30; a Red Phalarope at 
Topock, Oct. 2; and 1400 Am. Avocets at Topock, 
Nov. 2 (GM). 

Jaegers. Terns.—A Parasitic Jaeger was reported 
from Burford Lake, Jicarilla Apache Indian Reserva- 
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tion, N. Mex., Aug. 26 (E. R. Gomer). A Gull- 
billed Tern was identified near the California end 
of Imperial Dam on the Imperial Natl. Wildlife 
Refuge, Aug. 8 (G. E. Duncan). A Common Tern 
was seen at Arivaca Jct. (‘‘Kinsley’s’’), Ariz., Sept. 
12 (F. L. Burnett, R. W. Dickerman, ARP). 
Doves, Swifts, Woodpeckers —Late August found 
White-winged Doves the most common they have 
ever been at Tumacacori Natl. Monument, Ariz. (B. 
and D. Bruce Jackson). One was seen at Katherine 
Wash, Ariz., at the lower end of Mohave Lake, Aug. 
30 (R. L. Burns). Eight were seen near Tucson, 
Ariz., Nov. 2 (Dr. J. Henry, Ivan Peters). An Inca 
Dove found at Boulder City, Nev., Aug. 15 to 17, 
is the first Nevada record (Glen Boyland fide RKG). 
Only one record of the Vaux’s Swift was obtained, a 
lone one seen in the upper Santa Catalina Mts., Ariz., 
Sept. 9 (ARP). A Yellow-shafted Flicker was seen 
at El Paso, Tex., Nov. 14 (Mary Belle Keefer ). A 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was discovered in the lower 


Santa Catalina Mts., Sept. 18, very early (RWD, 
ARP). 
Flycatchers.—An Eastern Kingbird was seen near 


Albuquerque, N. Mex., Aug. 16 (RF). A Cassin’s 
Kingbird stayed at El Paso until Oct. 6 (EI Paso 
Bird Club). An Eastern Phoebe was found in the 
Bill Williams Delta, Nov. 21 (GM), and one was 
seen on the Bosque Refuge, Nov. 14 to 28 (Russell 
Clapper, RF). 

Swallows.—Four Violet-green Swallows at Topock, 
Oct. 25, were very late (GM). A flock of about 100 
Bank Swallows was noted at Clarkdale, Ariz., Aug. 
23 (Milton Wetherill). A Rough-winged Swallow at 
Wikieup, Oct. 9 (ARP) was unusually late; while 
5 at Catfish Bay, Havasu Lake, Nov. 10 (GM) were 
extraordinarily so. A Purple Martin was observed at 
the Bosque Refuge, Sept. 9 (RF). 

Jays through Kinglets—No lowland reports of 
Scrub Jay were received. Pifion Jays were seen regu- 
larly at the Museum of Northern Arizona, Flagstaff, 
after Aug. 17; they had been absent since last May 
(MW ). Three were seen at Topcock, Sept. 25 (GM, 
ARP), the first Colorado Valley record. About 75 
were seen in the Hualpai Mts., Ariz., Sept. 28; 60 
to 70 were noted near Kingman, Ariz. Sept. 29; and 
they were heard at Wikieup, Oct. 3 (ARP). This 
appears to be the extent of the flight, however. A 
Red-breasted Nuthatch was seen at El Paso, Oct. 29 
(EPBC). A Brown Creeper was found at Boulder 
City, Oct. 25 (RLB), and one was present in the 
Bill Williams Delta, Nov. 28 (GM). At least five 
Bewick’s Wrens were heard singing, and a juvenile 
was collected, along the Colorado River in Nevada 
opposite Fort Mohave, Ariz., Aug. 14 (ARP, Warren 
Pulich). No lowland reports of either Western or 
Mountain Bluebirds in Arizona were received. A 
Townsend's Solitaire was discovered at Lake Mead 
near Boulder City, Aug. 16 and 23 (Nora Poyser). 
A Ruby-crowned Kinglet had already arrived in the 
upper Santa Catalina Mts., Sept. 9 (ARP). 

Starling —The Common Starling again put in its 
appearance. One on the Bosque Refuge, Aug. 25 
(RF) was very early. Twenty to 30 were observed 
near Pima, Ariz., Nov. 15 (SG). A flock of 400 
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to 500 was seen about 2 miles outside the Lake Mead 
Recreation Area, along U. S. Hwy. 93 in Arizona, 
Nov. 23 (RKG). Eight were observed at Topock, 
Nov. 25 (GM). 

Vireos and Wood Warblers—A Hutton’s Vireo 
was seen in the upper Santa Catalina Mts., Sept. 9 
(ARP). A Warbling Vireo stayed at El Paso until 
Oct. 12 (EPBC). A Black and White Warbler was 
seen at El Paso, Sept. 21 and 23 (EPBC), and one 
was present in the Bill Williams Delta from Sept. 
20 until at least Oct. 30 (GM). A Blue-winged 
Warbler in the Bill Williams Delta, Sept. 5 (GM), 
and a Chestnut-sided Warbler at Wikieup, Oct. 4 
(ARP), were each the first of their kind to be found 
in Arizona. A Virginia’s Warbler was seen at Cane 
Springs, in the Big Sandy Valley, Ariz., Aug. 31 
(ARP), and one was found in the Bill Williams 
Delta, Sept. 5 (GM). An early Townsend’s Warbler 
was noted at Boulder City, Sept. 9 (WP), while un- 
commonly late records were obtained at El Paso, 
Oct. 29 (EPBC), and at Needles Landing, Oct. 29 
(GM). A Black-throated Green Warbler was found 
at Parker, Ariz., Oct. 21, and another was seen in 
the Bill Williams Delta, Oct. 30 (GM). A Hermit 
Warbler in the Bill Williams Delta, Oct. 5, was an 
unusual lowland fall record (GM); while at least 
2 in the upper Santa Catalina Mts., Oct. 17, were 
very late (ARP). An unusual number of Am. Red- 
starts were reported: one at Boulder City, Aug. 25 
(WP), and Sept. 1 (Mrs. J. Cox); one at Las 
Cruces, N. Mex., Sept. 8 to 9 (R. C. Brummett) ; 
one at Elephant Butte Dam, N. Mex., Sept. 11 
(MBK); at least 3 in the lower Santa Catalina Mts., 
Sept. 16 (J. W. Krutch); one in the lower Santa 
Catalina Mts., Sept. 18 (RWD, ARP); one north- 
east of El Paso, Sept. 29 (EPBC); one at Wikieup, 
Sept. 30 (ARP); and one in the Bill Williams 
Delta, Oct. 5 (GM). Five Painted Redstarts were 
seen in the upper Santa Catalina Mts., Sept. 9 (Joe 
T. Marshall, Jr.. ARP), and one was seen along the 
Rio Bavasac, near Imuris, Sonora, M., Sept. 14 (ARP). 

Blackbirds and Tanagers—Five Bobolinks were 
found at Wikieup, Oct. 2 to 10 (ARP), the first 
record for western Arizona and certainly a remarkable 
one! Western Meadowlarks were unusually frequent 
on the open desert of the Kofa Game Range, Ariz., 
in October and early November (Harry Crandell), 
and they were common in similar habitat in the 
Parker and Needles areas at the same time (GM). 
A Hooded Oriole was lingering in the south foothills 
of the Santa Catalina Mts., Oct. 8 (Mary Jane 
Nichols), as was one at Tempe, Ariz., Oct. 11 (L. 
D. Yeager). A Rusty Blackbird was found at Topock, 
Nov. 6 (GM). A Summer Tanager was still present 
at Wikieup, Oct. 6 (ARP). 

Finches and Sparrows.—A Pyrrhuloxia was noted 
near San Antonio, N. Mex., Oct. 19 (RF, J. Free- 
man), possibly evidence of a northward range ex- 
tension in the Rio Grande Valley. A Varied Bunting 
was found in the Bill Williams Delta, Sept. 20 
(GM), and one was present at Wikieup, Oct. 1 to 6 
(ARP). Dickcissels were reported from El Paso, 
Sept. 6, Sept. 20, and Oct. 6 (EPBC), and one was 
seen at Topock, Sept. 18 (GM). Red Crossbills have 


been absent from Flagstaff since July 19 (EP), but 
they were noted as common in the Santa Catalina 
Mts., Sept. 9 and later (JTM, ARP). Lark Buntings 
were numerous at Tumacacori Natl. Monument in 
November (BJ, DBJ), and one was seen about 8 
miles north of Vidal Jct., Calif., Nov. 6 (GM). 
Grasshopper Sparrows were observed at Wikieup, 
Oct. 6 and 9 (ARP). A Slate-colored Junco found at 
Wikieup, Oct was unusually early (ARP). A 
Gray-headed Junco was noted in the Hualpai Mts., 
Sept. 27 (ARP), and one was seen in the Bill Wil- 
liams Delta, Oct. 5 and 30 (GM). A White-throated 
Sparrow at an El Paso feeding station, Nov. 11 to 
27, with 3 present, Nov. 26, were the first records 
for the area (MBK). Two or 3 young White-crowned 
Sparrows presumably oriantha) were seen at Rio 
Bavasac, Sonora, Sept. 14, rather early (RWD). A 
Fox Sparrow was noted at Topock, Oct. 25 (GM), 
and one was found at Boulder City, Oct. 29 (W. 
and J. Bromley). Two Swamp Sparrows had arrived 
at the Bosque Refuge, Oct. 10 (RF), and one was 
found in the Bill Williams Delta, Nov. 28 (GM). 
A Chestnut-collared Longspur was seen at Needles 
Landing, Sept. 25 (GM). 

Correction —The male Hooded Oriole reported 
from El Paso last May 26 (Audubon Field Notes, 
6(4):262) should have been reported as a male 
Hooded Warbler. This was the first record from 
the El Paso area. I regret the error, which was mine. 
—GALE Monson, Havasu Lake Natl. Wildlife Ref- 


uge, Parker, Ariz. 


NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—Tempera- 
tures were generally above normal, except the last 
ten days in November. There was almost a complete 
lack of rain; and much fog 
and smoke at times, during 
October and November, dis- 
pelled for a few days in 
mid-November by _ strong 
winds. The fog hampered 
observation, especially off- 
migration. A wide 
variation in dates seemed to 
indicate that parts of popu- 
lations came south early, 
while the rest tarried. A 
prolonged season may have 
kept some breeding birds at 
their nesting sites, while 
non-breeding birds came 
south. Theed Pearse felt that birds at Comox may 
have flown high, without stopping. 

Loons through Herons—Common Loons_ were 
about average at Comox; several of these and Red- 
throated were seen, Nov. 26. Common Loons were 
numerous on Clayoquot Sd., west coast of Vancou- 
ver Is., Nov. 9-11, during heavy rain and SE gales 
(C. J. Guiguet). Arctic Loons were passing steadily 
southward off the SE coast of Vancouver Is., Oct. 
3-5, and the Red-throated was seen several times 
(CJG). Red-necked Grebes were average at Comox; 
Eared unusually numerous; and Western, few. Red- 
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necked, Horned and Western Grebes were numerous 
in littoral waters of SE Vancouver Is., Oct. 3-5; and 
the Horned was numerous at Clayoquot Sd., Nov. 
9-11. Western Grebes (12) were at Blaine, Wash., 
Oct. 2 (Lucile H. Kline). One migrant Western was 
at Camas, Wash., Oct. 15 (H. F. & A. C. Roberts). 
Sooty Shearwaters (50+) were at Victoria, B. C,, 
Sept. 12. Two White Pelicans were in the Blaine 
area, Sept. 23-30 (rare). Double-crested (8), Brandt's 
(3), and Pelagic (250+) Cormorants were noted 
from Sidney to Victoria, east coast of Vancouver Is., 
Aug. 25. The largest showing of Pelagic at Victoria 
arrived from the south at dawn, Sept. 12, 3 large 
flocks (2000-3000), to feed on herring. Double- 
crested and Pelagic were numerous at Clayoquot Sd., 
Nov. 9-11. Great Blue Herons were plentiful on 
flats of Cowichan Bay, east coast of Vancouver Is., 
Aug. 31 (CJG). A Green Heron was seen at Belle- 
vue, E. Lake Washington, Sept. 21 (Walter M. 
Hagenstein). The species is no doubt spreading in the 
Puget Sound region. 

Geese.—A heavy migration of Canada Geese, flying 
high, was reported at Comox, Oct. 23 (Laing fide 
Pearse). At Cowichan Bay, 80 flew up the valley at 
sunrise, Aug. 31. Two large flocks were at Blaine, 
Oct. 24, with 2 more large flocks, Nov. 24. The 
first big migration was reported over Seattle the 
night of Oct. 25 (Violet E. Cannon). At Camas, in 
the main flyway for Columbia River birds, the first 
were seen, Sept. 3, and the last about Nov. 15. 
White-fronted Geese were at Bellevue, Sept. 21 
(WMH). They were on Comox slough, Oct. 1, and 
the first Snow Geese (adult and 2 juveniles), Oct. 
23. The first Snow Geese were at Blaine, Nov. 15. 
There was a large migration of (Cackling) Canada 
Geese at Clayoquot Sd., the week of Nov. 3 (CJG). 

Ducks.—At Comox, Mallards were up to their 
usual numbers, but Am. Widgeon were scarce until 
late November (about 700 on nearby Elma Bay, 
Nov. 21). Ducks (mostly Mallards), were plentiful 
on flats at Cowichan Bay, Aug. 31. The first large 
showing of waterfowl in the Victoria District came 
on Sept. 18. Ten flights of Mallards (100-150 each) 
went south off SE Vancouver Is., Oct. 4. A pair of 
Gadwall (rare) were on Comox Slough at the end 
of the period. Both Pearse and Guiguet reported. 
Pintails increasing in numbers; plentiful at Comox 
before the hunting season; and in the thousands at 
Clayoquot Sd., Nov. 9, where Green-winged Teal 
were also plentiful. Greater Scaup seemed to be 
below average at Comox; 3 or 4 Lesser Scaup (very 
rare) in early October, were identified by purple 
sheen on head. The first showing of wintering water- 
fowl around Victoria was noted on Oct. 20; Greater 
Scaup (1500-2000); Old-squaw (small flocks) 
(CJG). Ruddy Ducks arrived on Nov. 14 (ARD). 
Harlequins were numerous, Nov. 28 (CJG). About 
150 Pintails came to Blaine, Oct. 2; Am. Widgeon, 
Canvas-backs, and 1 uncommon but regular Blue- 
winged Teal, Oct. 10 (LHK). Immature Pintails 
returned to ponds in S. Seattle, Aug. 22 (VEC). The 
sequence at Bellevue was: Shoveller, Sept. 14; Am. 
Widgeon, Sept. 21; Ring-necked Duck and Hooded 
Merganser, Oct. 5; Buffle-head, Nov. 9; Am. Golden- 
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eye, Nov. 28. All species of scoters were well above 
normal at Comox, especially the Surf, with 5 males 
to 1 female. A flock of 50 juvenile Surf Scoters going 
south, Nov. 5, was late. A very uncommon Ruddy 
Duck was on the slough, Oct. 13. Cowichan Bay 
had a fair quota of Surf and White-winged Scoters, 
Aug. 31. The migration of these species had in- 
creased at Ten Mile Pt., Victoria, Sept. 17 & 18, with 
large flocks going by continually. None of the mer- 
gansers seemed up to normal at Comox. A flock of 
about 100 Am. Mergansers was at Cowichan Bay, 
Aug. 29, and all three species were numerous at 
Clayoquot Sd., Nov. 9-11. 

Shorebirds.—Surf-birds were seen at bays east of 
Victoria, Nov. 28, although 2 were seen as early as 
Aug. 23 (CJG & ARD). More Ruddy Turnstones 
(scarce transient) were seen at Comox on July 31 
than ever before (1 flock of 9 old birds and about 
20 on the wing). Hudsonian Curlews were at Vic- 
toria, Sept. 20, and again, Nov. 20; Spotted Sand- 
pipers, Aug. 17; Wandering Tattlers, Sept. 2 (ARD). 
Both yellow-legs showed up well at Comox. The 
Greater was at Blaine, Oct. 20; last seen, Nov. 4. 
Lesser Yellow-legs were at ponds in S. Seattle, Aug. 
15 (VEC). A Red Knot, bird of the year, was seen 
on fresh-water slough at Comox, Aug. 4 (very rare 
migrant); Baird's Sandpiper, Aug. 1, was early. A 
mixed flock of Least and Western Sandpipers (at 
least 500) was seen, Aug. 19 (TP). Pectoral, Least 
and Western Sandpipers were on the SE coast of 
Vancouver Is., Aug. 25 (Gos; Rock and Red- 
backed, Oct. 30 (ARD). Red-backed Sandpipers were 
first seen at Eliza Is., near Bellingham, Wash., Oct. 5, 
and had increased to 5000, Nov. 17-27 (H. C. Black 
& R. E. Phillips). Most species of sandpipers were 
at ponds in S. Seattle by Aug. 15; the Pectoral not 
until Aug. 28. (Long-billed) Dowitchers were scarce 
at Comox until Oct. 25, when 25 were seen. North- 
ern Phalaropes were seen at Victoria, Sept. 16, and 
100 in one place, Oct. 10 (ARD). Northern Phala- 
ropes were at Seattle, Sept. 9 (VEC). 

Jaegers, Gulls and Terns.—Four Parasitic Jaegers 
and 3 Long-tailed (rare) were off Ten Mile Pt., 
Victoria, Sept. 14, where a Skua was _ badgering 
Bonaparte’s Gulls. Of 3 Parasitic Jaegers off Sidney, 
B. C., Oct. 20, 2 collected were immature (CJG). 
Very few young gulls were seen at Comox, except 
locally-reared Glaucous-wings. An adult Ring-billed 
Gull (rare on the coast) was seen at Comox, Sept. 
23, and a yearling, Oct. 20; a juvenile Franklin’s 
Gull (extremely rare) was seen twice in early Sep- 
tember. Bonaparte’s Gulls were plentiful along SE 
Vancouver Is., July 24, and Aug. 25. On Sept. 1, a 
flock of 1500-2000, traveling high off Ten Mile Pt., 
suddenly veered, and dropped to the beach to feed 
on herring; there were no_ full-plumaged birds 
(CJG). There was a big migration at Comox, Sept. 
4, with over 1000 in one lot. They were still present 
in small numbers 11 miles north of Victoria, Oct. 
20, and 42 came to Blaine, Oct. 24. A few had 
reached Seattle by Aug. 29 (Mr. & Mrs. R. M. 
Boggs). Heermann’s Gulls were plentiful off SE 
Vancouver Is., Aug. 25, and were still present in 
small numbers, Oct. 20. Black-legged Kittiwakes and 
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Caspian Terns were seen at Grays Harbor, Wash., 
Oct. 15 (WMH). Common and/or Arctic Terns were 
more plentiful near Victoria than for the past 4 
years; 1 Arctic was collected, Sept. 14; 2 Common, 
Sept. 18. They were noted as late as Nov. 20 (CJG). 

Alcids —Common Murres were plentiful in the 
Sidney area, Aug. 25 (adults with 1 young each). 
They were in large numbers off Ten Mile Pt., Vic- 
toria, Sept. 7-12, and Oct. 3-5. Pigeon Guillemots 
and Marbled Murrelets were plentiful along the SE 
coast of Vancouver Is., Aug. 25, mostly young of the 
year; the latter species were extremely numerous at 
Saltspring Is., Cowichan District, Oct. 3-5, mostly 
in winter plumage. A large number of Ancient Mur- 
relets at Victoria, Nov. 28, 
rived (CJG). 

Pigeons Woodpeckers—A flock of 25 
Band-tailed Pigeons were migrating at Comox, Sept. 
15; 7 flocks of 10 to 50 birds were on Saltspring Is., 
Oct. 4. They were last seen at Blaine, Oct. 16. A light 
wave of Common Nighthawks went through Comox, 
Aug. 25; the last was seen at Victoria, Sept. 12. 
They were last reported at Blaine, Aug. 26, and at 
Seattle, Aug. 22. Two light waves of Black Swifts 
at Comox went over very high, Aug. 25 and 27; 30 
were seen at Victoria, Aug. 27. 
migrating at Seattle, Sept. 13. There was a light 
migration of Rufous Hummingbirds at Comox, Aug. 
25. Several young were at Victoria as late as Nov. 
11 (JOC). The last hummer was seen at Blaine, 
Aug. 28. At Seattle none were reported after July 6 
(RMB). They were last seen, Aug. 15. Red-shafted 
Flickers at Comox showed a slight increase. The un- 
common Yellow-shafted Flicker was seen at Grays 
Harbor, Oct. 15 (WMH). 

Flycatchers through Swallows.—The latest Western 
Flycatcher at Victoria was seen on Sept. 12 (ARD). 
Olive-sided and Traill’s Flycatchers left Blaine, Aug. 
28. Traill’s Flycatchers were last seen at Seattle, Sept. 
16 (RMB). Horned Larks returned to the coast at 
Victoria, Sept. 23. A big migration of Violet-green, 
and some Rough-winged Swallows was noted 20 
miles south of Seattle, Sept. 13 (VEC). Violet-greens 
left Bellevue, Sept. 21. Tree Swallows, rather scarce 
during summer at Comox, had many young over the 
slough in mid-August, possibly migrating; the Rough- 
wings passed through in some numbers at the same 
time. There was a light wave of Barn Swallows, Aug. 
25 (TP). Rough-winged and Barn Swallows were 
congregating at Victoria, Aug. 17; the last Barn 
Swallows were seen, Sept. 12 (ARD). The last Cliff 
Swallows were noted at Blaine, Aug. 28, with the 
last Barn, Sept. 1. Barn Swallows had left Seattle 
by Aug. 26 (RMB); and Bellevue by Sept. 28. All 
swallows left Camas, Wash., by Sept. 1. 

Wrens through Starlings—House Wrens left 
Blaine, Aug. 21; Winter Wrens came in, Oct. 10. 
House Wrens were late at Camas, Nov. 24. Am. 
Robins were going over Comox very high, Aug. 25, 
with another small wave, Aug. 30. Varied Thrushes 
came to Victoria, Sept. 27; Blaine, Oct. 6; Seattle, 
Oct. 8; Bellevue, Oct. 5; and were late at Camas, 
Nov. 20. The last record for Olive-backed Thrushes 
at Seattle was on Sept. 17 (RMB). Both Pearse and 


had obviously just ar- 
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Vaux's Swifts were 


Davidson reported Western Bluebirds scarce on Van- 
couver Is.; 2 migrants at Comox, Nov. 20; 15 at 
Victoria, Oct. 23. They left Blaine, Oct. 20, where 
4 uncommon Mountain Bluebirds were seen, Aug. 
22. Townsend's Solitaire was seen at Bellevue, Nov. 
28. Ruby-crowned Kinglets returned to Seattle, Oct. 
19 (RMB). Water Pipits (12) were at Victoria, 
Sept. 1. They returned to the Seattle area, Sept. 24 
(VEC); and to Bellevue, Sept. 14. Fifty Cedar Wax- 
wings (migrant, occasional winter visitor) were at 
Victoria, Nov. 18. The uncommon transient Gray 
Shrike was seen at Blaine, Oct. 12; 1 immature at 
Victoria, Oct. 30, and 1 adult, Nov. 1. Davidson re- 
ported 3 Common Starlings at Victoria, Sept. 20. 

Vireos, Warblers —A light migration of Solitary 
Vireos and Orange-crowned Warblers occurred at 
Comox, Aug. 30. Solitary and Warbling Vireos were 
singing at Victoria, Aug. 23. Orange-crowned, Yel- 
low, Townsend's, Macgillivray’s, and Black-capped 
Warblers were last seen at Victoria, Aug. 25; Audu- 
bon’s, Oct. 10. Last dates for Seattle were: Black- 
capped, Aug. 29; Macgillivray’s, Aug. 30; Yellow, 
Sept. 14; Black-throated Gray, Sept. 18; Orange- 
crowned, Oct. 26; Audubon’s, Oct. 29 (RMB); Belle- 
vue: Yellow, Sept. 25; Audubon’s, Sept. 30; Town- 
send's, Nov. 17 (WMH). The last Common Yel- 
low-throat was at Seattle, Sept. 24 (VEC). Yellow 
and Black-throated Gray Warblers noted at 
Grays Harbor, Oct. 15 (WMH). 

Blackbirds, Tanagers—A_ flock of Red-winged 
Blackbirds at Comox the first part of August was 
10 times the breeding population. The visitors were 
gone a few days later, although maturing oats were 
near. Of a flock of 1000 on Aug. 17, a third had 
gone by Sept. 9. Six Brown-headed Cowbirds (casual 
at Blaine) were with a flock of Brewer's Blackbirds, 
Aug. 20, and a Yellow-headed Blackbird (rare mi- 
grant) was seen, also with Brewer's, Aug. 17, 23, 
25 (LHK). The last Western Tanager was at Blaine, 
Aug. 17; at Seattle, Sept. 20; and at 
sept. 27 


were 


Bellevue. 


Finches and Sparrows.—The first Evening Gros- 
beaks came to Seattle, Aug. 22. There was a light 
migration of Purple Finches at Comox, Aug. 30; 
not in usual numbers. The House Finch was singing 
at Victoria, Sept. 28 (JOC). A flock of 10 migrating 
Am. Goldfinches at Comox, Aug. 15, and one of 15, 
Aug. 25, were early; there was no sparrow migration 
to speak of, except a few Savannahs. The first Sa- 
vannahs were noted at Victoria, Sept. 16; height of 
migration, Sept. 23-28; last seen, Nov. 4 (ARD). 
They were at Blaine, Aug. 30 (LHK); and at New- 
port, near Bellevue, the week of Sept. 24 (VEC). 
A brood of White-crowned Sparrows was around the 
nesting area at Comox the last of November. One 
adult and 4 immatures were at Blaine, Oct. 10. The 
last White-crown was seen at Seattle, Sept. 30, znd 
at Bellevue, Oct. 5. The race gambelii was passing 
through Seattle, Oct. 9 to 15 (VEC). Golden-crowns 
were seen, Sept. 28, and 5 immature birds were at a 
feeding tray regularly to Nov. 14. One uncommon 
White-throated Sparrow was scen, Oct. 16. Fox 
Sparrows were first seen, Oct. 5 (RMB), and Lin- 
coln's Sparrow, Sept. 24 (VEC).—MartTHa R. FLa- 


HAUT, Washington State 


Washington, Seattle, Wash. 


Museum, University of 


MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The sea- 
son was marked by a long period of warm dry 
weather with little change to mid-November, when 


there was a suc- 





cession of severe 
storms that 
brought heavy 
rains to the low- 
lands and snow 
to the moun- 
tains. Probably 
because of the 
late rains, food 
became a factor 
in distribution 
causing large 
concentrations of 
certain land birds 
in some areas 
and fewer than 
normal in others. 
Reports indicated 
more than usual 
late nesting. 
through Pelicans —The first Red-throated 
Loon was seen at Half Moon Bay by C. H. Anderson, 
Aug. 31. Joel Hedgpeth reported 1 at San Francisco, 
Sept. 20, and there were 3 at Carmel River mouth, 
Nov. 25 (Mr. & Mrs. John Stanton). Thousands of 
Eared Grebes were found on Mono Lake by Walter 
J. Fitzpatrick, Sept. 14. He also found 1 exhausted 
on the floor of Yosemite Valley, Oct. 1. On Nov. 11 
there were about 100 on Lake Merced, San Francisco 
(JH). All other grebes were reported in small num- 
bers of 1 to 4. A concentration of Sooty Shearwaters 
was fishing off Sunset Beach south of Santa Cruz, 
Sept. 1, and 1 flew up from the sand at Pajaro River 
mouth, Oct. 9 (Mr. & Mrs. C. A. Anderson). About 
100 White Pelicans were reported at Dumbarton 
Bridge, San Francisco Bay, on Aug. 20 by Junea W. 
(Mrs. G. Earle) Kelly, and Florence C. Morrow saw 
80 overhead at Los Banos, Oct. 11. The only time 
they were seen at Moss Landing was on Nov. 17, 
when there were 8 (CAA). 

Herons, Egrets—A Green Heron was seen at Ross, 
Nov. 18, a late date, and about 25 Am. Egrets at 
Dumbarton Bridge, Aug. 20 (JWK). Thirty-five 
Snowy Egrets were counted at Moss Landing, Sept. 
8 (CAA). 

Swans and Geese.—Whistling Swans increased from 
2 on Nov. 25 to more than 100, Nov. 29, on Jensen 
Slough, Moss Landing (CAA). Fred G. Evenden, Jr. 
found 13 Canada Geese at Pardee Dam, Calaveras 
Co., Oct. 8. Only single birds were reported until 
Nov. 28 when A. J. Wool saw about 40 in alfalfa 
east of Milpitas. On Nov. 29 there were 5 at Carmel! 
River mouth (A. Lawrence Curl) and 400 to 500 at 
San Pablo Reservoir, Contra Costa Co. (Arthur H. 
Myer). On Sept. 8 Edwin R. Pickett found about 
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2500 White-fronted Geese (many immature) that 
stayed 2 days in a flooded field near Clarksburg, 
Yolo Co. There were 30 at Los Banos, Nov. 11 
(FCM). Pintails, which had a_ successful nesting 
season, began moving into the Region early. The 
concentration was so heavy in the central valleys that 
extensive feeding was carried on to prevent crop 
damage. Pintails increased rapidly in coastal sections 
in September with reports indicating relatively slow 
increases in other species. On Nov. 30 Mrs. Kelly 
found the duck concentration on San Leandro Bay low 
for the time of year. In the vicinity of Alameda, Pin- 
tails increased from 400 on Sept. 2 to about 5000, 
Sept. 26 (JWK). Miss Emily Smith found about 150 
on Calero Reservoir south of San Jose, Aug. 26 and 
500 on Sept. 26. On Oct. 29 there were hundreds 
along Sears Pt. Rd., Solano Co. (R. Fi. Pray). An 
early Am. Widgeon arrived in Golden Gate Park, 
Sept. 11 (JH). The largest concentration of Wood 
Ducks was 16 on Conn Lake, Napa Co., Nov. 2 
(ALC), and there were 3 and 4 present consistently 
in Golden Gate Park in October and November (JH). 
There were 4 Ring-necked Ducks in Golden Gate 
Park, Oct. 24 (ALC), that stayed through Novem- 
ber. On the same day Evenden and Pickett counted 
24 in Southside Park, Sacramento, the only place they 
are known to winter in that area. The only Buffle- 
heads reported were seen at Carmel River mouth: 
1 on Nov. 16 (FCM) and 4 on Nov. 29 (ALC). 
Wool saw 7 half-grown Ruddy Ducks on a pond east 
of Milpitas, Sept. 1. Hooded Mergansers were first 
seen by Perle Froelich, Nov. 17, on Orinda Lake 
where Mrs. J. A. Berry saw 6 on Nov. 29. Curl 
found 3 on Phoenix Lake, Marin Co., Nov. 8. 
Hawks.—Migrating flocks of from 40 to 3000 Tur- 
key Vultures were seen near O'Neals in the late 
afternoons from Sept. 20 to Oct. 2 with many roost- 
ing in the Digger Pines again this year (Henry E. 
Childs, Jr.). Scattered reports continued through No- 
vember with the latest at Westport where Mrs. R. 
Coy saw 2 on Nov. 30. White-tailed Kites were re- 
ported from San Francisco to Pt. Lobos and Sacra- 
mento. The greatest number seen in one day was 4, 
Oct. 4, in the Sacramento Port area by Dean Mc- 
Bride and Dennis Price. On Oct. 25 a pair was show- 
ing courtship behavior near Castroville (ES). Sam 
Argante saw a Goshawk at Hope Valley, Alpine Co., 
Sept. 14. Red-shouldered Hawks were seen: 1 in 
Golden Gate Park, Sept. 20 (JH); 1 at Bolinas Bay, 
Oct. 12 (ALC); 1 on Silverado Trail, Napa Co., 
Oct. 29 (RHP); and 1 at Woodside, Nov. 19 
(CHA). A concentration of 90 to 100 Swainson’s 
Hawks was seen from 10 to 15 miles south of Tracy 
on Sept. 6 by Mrs. Kelly and on Sept. 14 by Mrs. 
V. Curtis (fide JWK). The Andersons saw 1 near 
Moss Landing, Nov. 23. Rough-legged Hawks were 
Nov. 8 near King City by Wallace Wood; 
1 near Salinas, Nov. 11 (CAA); and 1 near Pes- 
cadero, Nov. 28 (ALC). Grace Brubaker saw an 
Osprey at Santa Cruz, Aug. 19. There were 3 scen 
in October: 1 at Hogan Reservoir, Calaveras Co., 
Oct. 1 (FGE); 1 near Moraga, Oct. 16 (Lillian K. 
Henningsen) ; and 1 at Alpine Lake, Marin Co., Oct. 
26 (ALC). Fitzpatrick saw a Prairie Falcon at Tuo- 
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lomne Meadow, 8600 ft., Sept. 14 and on Nov. 10 
Wood saw 1 near King City. Pigeon Hawks were 
seen at West Sacramento, Sept. 28 (DMcB), at Stin- 
son Beach, Oct. 12 (ALC) and along Sears Pt. Rd., 
Oct. 29 (RHP). 

Grouse, Quail, Rails —At Siesta Lake, 8100 ft., 
Fitzpatrick saw a Sooty Grouse, Sept. 7. On Aug. 12 
Evenden found 12 small young California Quail at 
Farmington Reservoir, San Joaquin Co. the same day 
that Wool saw 24 “thumb-sized” young on_ his 
ranch east of Milpitas. In Tilden Park, Berkeley, 
there were 10 half-grown young, Oct. 1 (RHP). Clap- 
per, Virginia and Sora Rails were watched at Tem- 
bladera Slough, Moss Landing, Nov. 23 (CAA). A 
Virginia Rail was present at the mouth of the Carmel 
River through September, October and November 
(FCM) and 1 was found dead on the street at Mt. 
Hermon, Oct. 27, by Mrs. J. F. Boylan. There was a 
Sora Rail at a pond east of Milpitas, Nov. 1 (AJW). 

Shorebirds.—Snowy Plover were present at the Car- 
mel River throughout the season with a maximum 
count of 30 (FCM), and there were about 20 at 
Alameda, Oct. 12 (JWK). Mrs. Kelly also reported 
1 Am. Golden Plover at Bayfarm Island, Sept. 14, 
and 100 Ringed Plover in that vicinity the same day. 
Pickett found 2 Ringed Plover at Gray Lodge Refuge 
in the Sacramento Valley on Nov. 11. Two Hudsonian 
Curlews were seen at Bayfarm Island, Sept. 27, and 
2, at Vallejo, Oct. 29 (RHP). There were 40 Long- 
billed Curlews in the Bayfarm Island vicinity, Sept. 
14, and 35, Nov. 11 (JWK). Hedgpeth reported 
Wandering Tattlers at the Cliff House, San Fran- 
cisco: 3 on Aug. 7; 2 on Sept. 6; and 3 on Oct. 11. 
Legg saw 1 at Pt. Lobos, Sept. 10 and Oct. 6. One 
was seen at Alameda by Bob Traxel (fide JWK), 
Sept. 15. Wilson's Snipe were first reported on the 
wintering ground on Oct. 30 when there were 2 at 
Moss Landing (CAA) and 1 at Carmel (FCM). On 
Nov. 17 there was 1 near Pt. Lobos (KL), and on 
Nov. 28 there was 1 near Alviso (ES). The Ander- 
sons saw 3 Red Knots at Moss Landing, Sept. 12 and 
5, Sept. 16. Western Sandpipers in the Bayfarm Is- 
land vicinity increased from 5000 on Aug. 17 
(RHP) to 12,500, Sept. 14 (JWK). Pectoral Sand- 
pipers were reported at 3 places: 1 north of Big La- 
goon, Humboldt Co., Aug. 12 (Richard Bailey); 
1 at Moss Landing, Sept. 16 (CAA); and 1 at 
Carmel, Sept. 21 (FCM). Two Black-necked Stilts 
were seen in flight at Alviso, Nov. 28, a late date 
(ES). The greatest concentration of Am. Avocets 
was along Sears Pt. Rd. where there were 1500, Oct. 
29 (RHP). Red Phalaropes were reported with un- 
usual frequency this fall. Andersons found 3 in the 
channel at Moss Landing, Oct. 30; some in Mon- 
terey Bay through November; and hundreds off Pa- 
cific Grove, Nov. 16. On Nov. 2 Legg saw 2 at Pt. 
Lobos and Kirsher ef al. found about 30 on Dillon 
Beach, Marin Co., apparently exhausted, the same 
day. A dead bird was picked up at Alameda, Nov. 1 
(BT fide JWK) and an exhausted bird was recovered 
near the center of Berkeley, Dec. 11 (LKH). Mrs. 
Kelly saw 1 at St. Mary's College near Moraga, 
Nov. 16. 

Jaegers, 


Gulls, Terns, Murrelets—On Oct. 18 the 


Andersons saw a Pomarine Jaeger at Moss Landing 
and on Sept. 20 they saw 2 Parasitic Jaegers at the 
same place. Wm. Anderson saw 2 Franklin’s Gulls 
in a flooded field south of Los Banos, Dec. 2, with 
identifying marking clearly seen. There were about 
50 Common Terns on Bayfarm Island, Sept. 27 
(ALC, RHP). Two Marbled Murrelets were seen at 
Half Moon Bay, Aug. 31 (ES), and there were about 
6 off Pebble Beach, Sept. 1 (Mrs. V. Curtis). 

Owls through Woodpeckers—Pygmy Owls are 
regularly observed in Yosemite Valley, and on Sept. 
27 1 was seen at Henness Ridge, 6400 ft. (WJF). 
Great Gray Owls have been seen numerous times at 
Peregoy Meadow, Crane Flat and Henness Ridge. 
On Aug. 26 an adult was feeding a snake to a full- 
grown young at Crane Flat (WJF). There were 3 
Burrowing Owls on Bayfarm Island, Nov. 11 
(JWK). Legg saw a Poor-will at Pt. Lobos, Oct. 27. 
Miss Smith saw 3 or 4 Black Swifts near Cupertino, 
Sept. 5, and on Sept. 6 seven Vaux's Swifts dropped 
into a chimney near Los Gatos at roosting time. Fitz- 
patrick saw the last White-throated Swifts in the 
high country at Tioga Pass, 10,000 ft., Sept. 7. 
Allen's Hummingbirds seem to have disappeared 
early from their usual fall habitat with the latest 
reported at Mt. Hermon, Sept. 22 (JFB). A Pileated 
Woodpecker was observed at Phoenix Lake, Oct. 15 
(RHP, ef al.) where it was formerly known to occur 
casually. A concentration of more than 100 Lewis's 
Woodpeckers was seen, Oct. 14, west of Winters by 
Perle Froelich and at least that many were seen on 
Oct. 22 a few miles to the west and south (RHP, 
et al.). This fall Childs saw only 2 on Oct. 11 near 
O’Neals where they were present last year in num- 
bers during September. McBride reported an Arctic 
Woodpecker at Echo Lake, 7500 ft., Aug. 29. 

Flycatchers through Nuthatches.—Fledgling Olive- 
sided Flycatchers were still being fed in the Santa 
Cruz Mountains, Aug. 28 (Mrs. M. E. Shore). A 
late flock of 50 migrating Violet-green Swallows 
flew over the Experimental Range near O’Neals, Oct. 
9 (HEC). The last one seen in the high country 
was at Glacier Pt., 7300 ft., Oct. 4 (WJF). A Tree 
Swallow was seen at Los Banos, Nov. 16 (ALC). 
At Lake Washington, West Sacramento, there were 
2 Barn Swallows and 8 Cliff Swallows on Oct. 6 
(FGE, ERP). Mrs. H. K. Trousdale had 5 Gray 
Jays in camp 5 miles south of Burney, Aug. 21 to 23. 
Mrs. Coy saw a flock of 28 Common Ravens at West- 
port on Sept. 2. A Clark’s Nutcracker was first seen 
in Carmel, Oct. 8, by Margaret and Jack Stanton 
(fide KL) and it had been back a third time on Nov. 
27 (fide CAA). Chestnut-backed Chickadees have 
established themselves near Whitehall, Eldorado Co., 
where they have been seen since the spring of 1951. 
There were 15 or 20 through the winter, and young 
were fed there in 1952. This fall 4 or 5 were seen, 
Sept. 13 (Pickett et al.). Red-breasted Nuthatches 
have been present in unusual numbers this fall at 
Carmel (FCM) and, Los Gatos (ES). There were 
more than 1000 at Calaveras Big Trees, Aug. 24 
(RHP). Mrs. I. W. Snow saw 3 fledgling Pygmy 
Nuthatches being fed at Aldercroft, Santa Clara Co., 
Aug. 28 


Thrashers through Shrikes—A Sage Thrasher was 
watched 3 miles northeast of King City on Nov. 10 
by Wallace Wood. Varied Thrushes have been well 
distributed this fall with the first reported on Oct. 1 
in Tilden Park, Berkeley by Mrs. A. G. Zimmer- 
mann. Fitzpatrick saw 1 at Chinquapin, 6300 ft., 
Oct. 4. Golden-crowned Kinglets have invaded the 
coastal area of Central California in greater numbers 
than in recent years and have been reported spread 
through wooded regions from Napa and Marin Coun- 
ties to Monterey Co. Inland a maximum of 15 was 
seen near Clovis from Nov. 7 to Nov. 12 by Miss 
Marjory Vance. The last Phainopepla was seen near 
O’Neals, Sept. 10 and a wintering male has been in 
Lafayette since Nov. 12 (Harry Adamson). Fitz- 
patrick saw a Loggerhead Shrike at Peregoy Meadow, 
7100 ft., Sept. 20. 

Warblers, Orioles, Tanagers.—Following the snow 
of Nov. 14 hordes of Audubon’s Warblers invaded 
Yosemite Valley where for 3 days every tree seemed 
to be filled with them (WJF). Townsend's Warblers 
have been unusually plentiful and reported generally 
this fall. The earliest were seen on Aug. 24 at Fallen 
Leaf Lake (Kirsher) and in Golden Gate Park (JH). 
Fitzpatrick found 1 at Mono Pass, 10,500 ft., Aug 
30, and the last in the high country at Crane Flat, 
Sept. 7. The same observer saw a Common Yellow- 
throat at Peregoy Meadow, 7100 ft., Sept. 20. A very 
late record was a male Hooded Oriole seen by Curl 
in El Cerrito, Oct. 12. Western Tanagers were re- 
ported generally as late migrants through September. 
Late records were: 1 on Mt. Tamalpais, Marin Co., 
Oct. 12 (ALC); and 1 in female plumage eating 
grapes at Calera Canyon Ranch, Monterey Co., Nov. 
20 (Louise Hatton). 

Finches and Sparrows.—Black-headed Grosbeaks 
were still feeding fledglings near Los Gatos, Aug. 
29. The last report of a migrant was from Berkeley, 
Sept. 18 (Mrs. J. C. Freihofer). A banded female 
was first seen in Berkeley, Oct. 30 and was seen 
through November where a banded female has been 
present 2 winters (Mrs. J. A. Berry). A small flock 
of Evening Grosbeaks was first seen at Ross, Oct. 6 
(JWK) and again several times in November (JWK, 
ALC). Harry Adamson saw 3 feeding in Locust trees 
in Lafayette, Nov. 9. Evenden reported 25 or 30 
near Camino, Eldorado Co., Sept. 17 and Fitzpatrick 
saw the last in the high country at Sentinel Dome, 
7300 ft., Oct. 4. Mrs. H. K. Trousdale watched a 
flock of about 50 Blue Grosbeaks near Westwood, 
Lassen Co., Sept. 1. A Lesser Goldfinch was feeding 
fully-fledged young in Oakland on Nov. 18 (HKT). 
The same observer watched a Bell's Sparrow on Aug. 
26 and for several days thereafter on Warner Creek 
near Chester, Plumas Co., 5500 ft., somewhat out- 
side its known range. A banded Slate-colored Junco 
was seen, Nov. 27, in Berkeley where one was banded 
2 years ago (JAB). One Harris's Sparrow was re- 
ported in Berkeley on Oct. 15 and again on Oct. 23 
by Herbert Wong. A White-throated Sparrow has 
come to a feeding tray in Oakland frequently since 
Oct. 24 (HKT).—RussELL H. Pray, 662 Santa Rosa 
Ave., Berkeley FA Calif. 
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The 
warm and rainless summer persisted this fall about 
a month longer than usual, terminating abruptly with 
the first big 
rainstorm of 
the season on 
Nov. 15. Three 
more heavy 
storms during 
the ensuing 
three weeks 
brought season 
rainfall totals 
to well above 
normal, about 
equaling  fig- 
ures for the 
corresponding 
period last year. 
This suggests that the abnormally wet conditions of 
last winter may be repeated this year. Rainstorms be- 
come more significant when it is realized that they 
very often simultaneously produce deep snowfalls in 
the mountains. The large numbers of Am. Robins 
and Cedar Waxwings which invaded lowland areas 
by this time last winter, have not as yet appeared. 
Although snow packs in the higher mountains do 
not match the record-breaking packs of last Decem- 
ber, a more significant reason for the non-appearance 
of these birds may be found by examining the condi- 
tion of the food supply. After seven years of sub- 
normal moisture going into last winter, the combina- 
tion of a poor berry crop and record breaking snow 
pack (covering most available ground forage and 
berry-bearing shrubs) may have literally driven the 
birds out (as witness the hosts of mountain-dwelling 
birds which invaded the lowlands last winter). But 
the abundant moisture available after last winter's 
rains has resulted in a bountiful crop of berries, 
acorns, and conifer seeds this fall which may permit 
many birds to over-winter in the mountains, or at 
best in the higher foothills. Snowpacks have already 
accumulated down to six-thousand feet in the Te- 
hachapi, San Bernardino, and San Jacinto Mountains. 
The regrowth of herbs and shrubs on burned-over 
areas has been accelerated by last winter's rains, but 
most former nesting species have not returned to 
these areas. Establishment and maintenance of quail 
guzzlers in the drier regions of our foothills, moun- 
tains, and deserts has aided tremendously in preserv- 
ing existing quail coveys over the dry summer. 
Grebes, Shearwaters—The breeding population of 
Western Grebes on Buena Vista Lake, Kern Co. was 
increased by incoming migrants, reaching a peak of 
more than 6000 in early September, and practically 
all had departed for the ocean by mid-November 
where large groups began appearing at this time. 
Many flightless young Western Grebes could still be 
seen in early September. A few Horned Grebes were 
present at 4 localities from Santa Barbara (Ralph M. 
Colcord) to Seal Beach from Oct. 18 to Nov. 24. 
Sooty and Pink-footed Shearwaters seldom here seen 
close enough to shore to identify, were foraging about 
the kelp off Malibu Beach within one hundred yards 
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of the surf on Oct. 26 (Editors, Rolf E. Mall, Sandy 
Sprunt). These two species have become alarmingly 
depleted off our coast during the last year. J. H. 
Comby reported that 3 Fulmars were at Catalina Is, 
on Sept. 7, but that very few shearwaters could be 
found. The California Sardine has almost disappeared 
from our waters, and this might help to explain the 
condition, although the anchovy, which abounds here 
in great numbers, forms a great part of the diet of 
these birds. 

Pelicans.—White Pelicans increased with the peak 
of the fall flight coming late in October. Nearly 7000 
were present throughout October on Buena Vista 
Lake, feeding on the great numbers of young carp 
(A. Small). A migrating flock of more than 1500 of 
these birds settled on the lake, Dec. 1 (ASm, REM). 
At least 2500 were migrating over San Gabriel Can- 
yon on Oct. 26 (R. E. Wilson) and reports were 
received of numerous other smaller flocks. The Brown 
Pelican, known to frequent only coastal waters, was 
recorded on Oct. 10 from the Salton Sea at the mouth 
of the Alamo River (William Anderson). This is 
the second recent authentic instance of this bird in the 
Imperial Valley; the other being on Aug. 27, 1951 
(R. Vernoy). 

Herons and Ibises.—The great abundance of crayfish, 
young carp, and frogs, together with millions of grass- 
hoppers offered a rich supply of food for various her- 
ons and marsh birds at Buena Vista Lake. More than 
7500 Black-crowned Night Herons (which bred there 
in large numbers) together with many hundreds of 
Am. Egrets and Great Blue Herons found excellent 
feeding conditions on the borders of the lake created 
since January 1952. A vast new tule marsh has arisen 
in this area since the early summer of 1952, appar- 
ently from seeds which lay dormant in the soil for 
the past 8 years, and from seeds which washed into 
the basin with the flooding waters. The highest count 
of Wood Ibis along coastal San Diego County was 
57 on Sept. 13 near Del Mar (Alma Stultz). 

Geese and Ducks.—A few small flocks of White- 
fronted Geese arrived at Buena Vista Lake in late 
October. Individual flights of Canada Geese were as 
follows: 150 birds at Railroad Canyon Reservoir, 
Nov. 8 (Norman H. Mellor); at Nuevo, more than 
500 on Nov. 13 and five more flocks totaling about 
200 birds on Nov. 19 (Doris K. Bullion). About 
100 birds of one of the smaller races were seen feed- 
ing on grain near Buena Vista Lake, Nov. 26 (CE). 
The only Fulvous Tree-duck seen outside of the Im- 
perial Valley was at Playa del Rey on Nov. 16. The 
southward movement of ducks started early, was 
sporadic, and tapered off through October. The flight 
built up somewhat in November, but total numbers 
of most species are still below normal. The smaller 
lakes now contain far fewer ducks than at this time 
last year and better water conditions upstate are 
perhaps responsible. The Buena Vista Lake popula- 
tion of ducks (mostly Pintails) had reached 17,000 
by Oct. 31 (Robert Fisher). Cooler weather has now 
dispelled the botulism threat on this lake although 
it was estimated that since mid-summer about 4000 
ducks died from the poisons. Outside of the Im- 
perial Valley Am. Widgeon, Green-winged Teal, 


Shoveller, Canvas-back, scaup and mergansers are 
down. Shooting has driven most of the ducks from 
Buena Vista Lake as well as many smaller lakes as 
is usual this time of year. Many dabbling species have 
taken refuge on the ocean. Gadwall, never an abun- 
dant duck in this Region, have been noticeably absent 
for the past two years and few scattered individuals 
have been seen. Pintail, on the other hand, moved 
through the Region much earlier and formed the bulk 
of the early duck population in August and Septem- 
ber. In this Region they are less sedentary than other 
species and more prone to follow definite migratory 
movements, although many remain throughout the 
winter. This fall they were seen more frequently in 
definite coastwise migration, and the majority of 
them departed in mid-September. The normal winter- 
ing population has not as yet arrived. Scoters were 
late in arriving, but flocks built up to normal num- 
bers by early December. Four Wood Ducks were 
bagged by hunters in the vicinity of Corona, River- 
side Co. (NHM) and a pair are still at Fairmont 
Park Lake, Riverside after two unsuccessful attempts 
at nesting this summer (Mrs. C. West). A single 
male was still at Lincoln Park, Los Angeles (Wyatt 
A. Kent). Outdoor columnists report a banner year 
for ducks and geese in the Imperial Valley but de- 
tailed information from that area is lacking. 

Condors, Hawks.—A single Condor was at Haiwee 
Canyon, near Little Lake, Inyo Co., Oct. 12 (P. E. 
Sharpless fide Eleanor Beemer). A small flight of 
Swainson’s Hawks occurred over Warm Springs Ref- 
uge, Hemet Valley, Riverside Co. on Nov. 4. Data on 
the fall migration of Pigeon Hawks is scanty, con- 
sisting of the following records: Buena Vista Lake, 
Oct. 18 (ASm); Railroad Canyon Reservoir, Oct. 
25: (NHM); Newport Bay, Oct. 26 (SS, Eds.); 
Hansen Dam, Nov. 9 (R. L. Pyle). White-tailed 
Kites have increased in the Corona area (NHM) and 
scattered family groups have been present at suitable 
localities this fall. This beautiful little hawk is still 
holding its own in spite of the encroachment of 
urban areas upon former nesting sites and indeed is 
on the upswing in a number of places. An adult 
Goshawk seen near Quaking Aspen, Tulare Co., Nov. 
8 (ASm, Mimi Small) is somewhat south of the 
known normal range of the species. A single Fer- 
ruginous Hawk was feeding near Kern Mesa on Dec. 
6 (Eds.) and an Osprey, the only one reported, was 
at Newport Bay, Aug. 7 (JHC). 

Gallinaceous Birds—In censusing the quail guz- 
zlers of the Temblor Mountains, western Kern 
County, Warden R. Fisher recorded heavy hatches 
of Valley Quail and Chukkar Partridges (these latter 
totaling more than 2000 birds). Thirty-five Chuk- 
kars were seen near another guzzler on the north 
slope of Mt. Abel, Nov. 1 (ASm, REM) and many 
are now well distributed on the drier foothills of the 
southern San Joaquin Valley. Of the 150 young 
Turkeys hatched near Idyllwild, Riverside Co. more 
than 50 survived the summer rain and hail storms and 
have scattered into neighboring canyons (NHM). 

Cranes, Coots, Shorebirds—Seven Sandhill Cranes 
migrated over Buena Vista Lake on Sept. 1 (Carl 
Enoch). Large numbers of Am. Coots congregated 


on Buena Vista Lake and on Dec. 8 your editor 
estimated the total number of birds to be near 
178,000. This is the highest number for the year yet 
recorded. The southward shorebird migration com- 
menced in mid-July, with the bulk of the migrants 
passing through in late August and early September, 
and with the population being reduced to winter 
size by early October. Most observers reported all 
species of shorebirds present in good numbers. A 
great flock of more than 5500 Dowitchers (of both 
subspecies) was feeding at the Buena Vista Lake 
marshes on Oct. 29; they are still present (Eds.). 
The height of the phalarope migration occurred in 
late August, with Wilson’s well represented but 
Northern below normal. Fifteen very late Northern 
Phalaropes were at Newport Bay, Oct. 5 (RLP). 
Only one Red Phalarope was seen (Nov. 16, Santa 
Monica, RLP). Surf-birds and Black and Ruddy 
Turnstones began arriving early in October with a 
high count of 56 Surf-birds at Ballona Creek break- 
water, Oct. 12 (REM). After an absence of a year, 
Red Knots were again reported at favorite localities 
in Alamitos Bay on Aug. 20, 25, and Nov. 11 (JHC) 
with 6 there on Nov. 23 (John Tremontano). A 
single bird was at Playa del Rey, Sept. 2 (ASm). A 
flock of 35 Wilson’s Snipe was seen near the elk 
preserve at Tupman, Kern Co., but in general these 
birds are down. Two hundred Mountain Plover were 
feeding on the Carrizo Plain, San Luis Obispo Co., 
Nov. 11 (REM), the only flock reported in the Re- 
gion so far. 

Gulls and Terns.—Three rare Franklin's Gulls were 
at Playa del Rey in company with Bonaparte’s Gulls 
(Bess M. Hoffman). No Short-billed Gulls have ar- 
rived as yet. Herring Gulls are present regularly in 
the Imperial Valley in wnter although the particular 
race of these birds has never been quite clear. Three 
hundred of these birds were at the Salton Sea in 
August and the issue is still in doubt as to the exact 
status of those individuals. Caspian Terns were 
abundant and their flocks contained many young birds 
of the year, while Royals were very scarce. The full 
northward flight of Elegant Terns (which we are 
now beginning to expect with some regularity) ma- 
terialized fully a month later than last year and was 
not quite so large. The first birds were seen on Aug. 
13 at Alamitos Bay (6, JHC). There were 150 at the 
mouth of the Santa Ana River on Aug. 20 and 400 
at Playa del Rey on Sept. 14 with lesser numbers 
scattered along the suitable beaches up and down 
the coast. The birds at Playa del Rey increased to 700 
on Sept. 21 (REM) and dispersed from this locality 
soon afterwards. More than 100 were still there on 
Oct. 12 and 85 on Nov. 3 (WAK). Buena Vista 
Lake attracted many Black Terns during the fall mi- 
gration and about 120 were feeding there early in 
September (ASm). 

Swifts, Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers —A flock of 
nearly 250 White-throated Swifts passed over the 
San Gabriel River Wildlife Sanctuary (hereafter 
called SGRWS), Nov. 30 (ASt.). Black-chinned, 
Allen’s and Rufous Hummingbirds had all departed 
by the end of September but a lingering male Costa 
was seen in the Palos Verdes area, Nov. 17 (D. M. 
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Falconer). The Pileated Woodpecker barely reaches 
the fringes of our Region even in higher southern 
Sierras of Kern Co. where it is seldom seen. A pair 
of these birds, farther south than any previous record, 
was reported by R. Wade Fox from Breckenridge 
Mountain in the Tehachapi Range of southern Kern 
Co. A pair was seen on Sept. 12 and a single bird 
observed the following day at an elevation 6500 feet. 

Pigeons, and Doves.—The very heavy acorn and 
pine seed crop has resulted in another year of great 
Band-tailed Pigeon gatherings. Flocks as large as 
10,000 birds were reported from the Mt. Pinos-Mt. 
Abel area where there is a great crop of Pifion Pine 
and Ponderosa Pine seeds. These birds were very 
nomadic, appearing at one locality and then quickly 
disappearing and moving somewhere else to forage. 
Many areas rich in acorns and pine seeds remained 
vacant of pigeons for many years and then suddenly 
the pigeons arrived, fed for a few days, and departed 
just as quickly as they came, leaving large numbers 
of nuts and seeds uneaten. An extra-territorial White- 
winged Dove was seen in Santa Barabara, Oct. 15 
(RMC). 

Owls.—Six Pygmy Owls gathered in a group near 
Corona and have been seen during November 
(NHM). Short-eared Owls have appeared more fre- 
quently over upland meadows and farmlands since 
much of their coastal marsh has been destroyed. These 
birds have been but rarely reported from this Region 
within recent years and any observation is worthy of 
mention. Two birds again appeared at the Venice 
marshes in early November (Pat Gould, Bill Haw- 
kins) but another pair did not survive the duck 
hunting season there last winter. A single Short- 
eared Owl was at the north end of Buena Vista Lake, 
Dec. 7 (Eds. ). 

Passerine Land Birds.—Southbound smaller land 
birds commenced migration in late August as normal 
and most of them had moved on by late October. 
Many of the birds whose migration is principally 
vertical (that is, down-mountain) were scarce and 
late in arriving in the lowlands and in the southland 
in general. The abundance of insects and berries de- 
tained many of the migrants from leaving until late 
fall and a great many young birds were present. 

Flycatchers and Swallows——Most of the Ash- 
throated Flycatchers had departed by the third week 
in September and a lone bird remained at Whittier 
Dam until late November (JHC). A great flock of 
Barn Swallows, numbering close to 45,000 birds was 
massed on the telephone lines and feeding on swarms 
of mosquitoes and gnats over the marshes at Buena 
Vista Lake in early September (ASm, REM). Ap- 
proximately 70 per cent of them were young birds. 
They departed by mid-September and their place was 
taken soon afterwards by many thousands of Tree 
and Violet-green Swallows many of which are still 
present. 

Crows through Wrens.—A number of flocks of 50 
or more Am. Crows frequented the vicinity of Nuevo 
for the first time in years and most of them had left 
by early September (Mrs. NKB). Crows were also 
reported on the increase at the SGRWS (ASt) and 
near Lakeside (E. H. Bowersock). Five Scrub Jays 
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reached the coast, feeding in the yard of R. N. Shuart 
of Redondo Beach on Sept. 8. Clarke’s Nutcrackers 
and Steller’s Jays were reported as coming down to 
higher foothills to feed on acorns. A Red-breasted 
Nuthatch reached southern San Diego County at 
Lakeside on Oct. 1 (EHB) as well as the coast in 
Santa Barbara (RMC). Winter Wrens (2) were re- 
ported from Rolling Hills (mear Monrovia) on Nov. 
7 (RMF) and Mrs. Will Williams reported that 
more than fifty were feeding on swarms of tiny in- 
sects at Lumreau Creek at the foot of Greenhorn 
Mountain between Nov. 5 and 25. 

Thrashers, Thrushes——LeConte’s Thrashers may 
still be seen with regularity along the dry foothills 
and washes of the southwestern San Joaquin Valley. 
California Thrashers have moved into the riparian 
woodland bordering Kern Canal and they may often 
be seen together with the former species. In direct 
opposition to last winter there was no large influx of 
Am. Robins this fall. On the contrary, these birds 
were down everywhere and those few flocks seen were 
late in arriving. The largest groups (20 to 30 birds) 
did not appear until late November. Varied Thrushes 
were reported from two localities: 5 were seen at 
5200 feet in Mill Creek Canyon of the San Ber- 
nardino Mountains, Nov. 23 (J. D. Goodman) and 
a single bird was at Nuevo on Nov. 10 (Mrs. NKB). 
In contrast to last winter when they were numerous 
in the lowlands, Townsend's Solitaires were reported 
from only two localities: 2 at Buckhorn Flats, San 
Gabriel Mountains, Oct. 22 (WAK) and another 
near Banning in October (Belle Wilson). About 40 
Mountain Bluebirds were on the northern foothills 
of Mt. Abel, Dec. 10 (ASm) but only 2 were re- 
corded elsewhere. 

Gnatcatchers through Shrikes.—Small insects are 
reported as very numerous all over the Region, es- 
pecially at SGRWS (ASt) and Granite Station (Mrs. 
WW ). Gnatcatchers took advantage of the myriads 
of insects at SGRWS as Mrs. Stultz reported 5 or 6 
fiocks of more than 20 birds in November. Golden- 
crowned Kinglets had a good flight this fall and were 
widely located. As many as 25 of them were vora- 
ciously feeding on tiny insects at Granite Station on 
Nov. 4, 5, and 7 (Mrs. WW); others were seen at 
Irvine Park, Oct. 26 (HA Baxter) and San Gabriel 
Canyon, Nov. 28 (REW). Although the wild grapes 
and pyracantha berries are hanging heavy on the 
vine very few Cedar Waxwings have arrived to feed 
on them. The largest flock thus far for the season was 
400 at the SGRWS (ASt) and a few widely scat- 
tered smaller flocks constitute the entire fall flight 
to date. Shrikes were numerous this fall and many 
were seen feeding on grasshoppers which swarmed 
everywhere. 

Warblers —The fall warbler migration was good, 
with large numbers of all species reported. Many of 
the migrants lingered into late November. A small 
warbler “wave” occurred on Sept. 19 and 20, most 
of which were Orange-crowned and Black-capped. 
Many hundreds of birds passed through Eagle Rock 
Canyon (E. Baltzer) and lesser numbers through the 
foothills and parks. Audubon’s Warblers were late 
in arriving (as was the case with so many species 
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this fall), with the first large flocks appearing in late 
October. A late Yellow Warbler was at Warm Creek 
Refuge, Nov. 17 (G. Hastings et al.) and 2 Town- 
send’s Warblers (which occasionally winter here) 
were at Temescal Canyon, Nov. 14 (WAK). Three 
vagrant warblers and one very rare warbler migrated 
through this year. A single Myrtle Warbler was at 
Corona, Nov. 30 (NHM); an Am. Redstart remained 
at the SGRWS from Sept. 24 until Oct. 1 (SS fide 
ASt) and another was at 7500 feet on Mt. San 
Gorgonio, Aug. 19 (JT); a Black and White War- 
bler was at Mecca, Sept. 21 (Cecelia Foulkes). The 
first Oven-bird recorded from this Region in many 
years was carefully identified at O'Neil Park in 
Trabuco Canyon, Orange Co. by a number of ob- 
servers of the Orange County Bird Club. A clear 
detailed description was submitted. 

Orioles, Blackbirds, Tanagers—Orioles for the 
most part, departed by mid-September with just a 
few stragglers remaining behind. A male Hooded 
Oriole was still present at Pala, San Diego Co. at 
this writing. Yellow-headed Blackbirds reached the 
southern San Joaquin Valley in great numbers at 
Buena Vista Lake. From 5000 to 6000 were in the 
tules by late October and this number increased to 
more than 65,000 on Dec. 7 (Eds.). There were 
roughly 235,000 mixed blackbirds (very few Yellow- 
heads; mostly Redwings and Tricolors) in early Sep- 
tember and they had departed by mid-October. Tri- 
colors numbered nearly 8500 at their peak in Sep- 
tember. A single Yellow-head was at Whittier Dam, 
Aug. 25 (JHC). Western Tanagers had largely de- 
parted by the end of September but 7 remained at 
Lakeside until Oct. 17 (EHB). A male Cooper’s 
Tanager, 250 miles west of its home in the Colorado 
Desert, was at Warm Creek Refuge in early Sep- 
tember (fide Josiphine Vaughn). 

Finches and Sparrows.—Taking advantage of the 
excellent pine seed crop, a dozen Red Crossbills were 
feeding on Mt. Abel, Dec. 13 (ASm, Mimi Small). 
These were the only crossbills recorded this far south 
this year. Lark and Chipping Sparrows were very 
numerous and widely reported. A lone Green-tailed 
Towhee reached low elevation at Nuevo, Sept. 30 
(Mrs. NKB) and a White-throated Sparrow was at 
Montecito near Santa Barbara, Nov. 3 (RMC). 
White-crowned Sparrows were about two weeks late 
in arriving in force and Golden-crowns were numer- 
ous and arrived slightly after the White-crowns.— 
ARNOLD SMALL, Taft Junior College, Department of 
Life Science, Taft, Calif. and RoBERT L. Pye, 1143 
23rd St., Santa Monica, Calif. 


SOUTH TEXAS REGION.—In September the 
drought was broken in the southern part of the Region. 
There was no significant rainfall in October; average 
precipitation for the State was 0.03 inch, the lowest 
on record for any month in Texas weather history. 
In September and early October hordes of army worms 
defoliated hundreds of acres of drought-stunted grass 
in the Trinity River marshes. This provided a banquet 
for plovers, sandpipers, and pipits. In November, 
rainfall averaged almost twice normal. From Oct. 6 


to Dec. 19 cool 
fronts averaged 
about one per week. 
Particularly strong 
ones reached the 
Gulf Coast on Nov. 
10, 18, and 25. 
Many species arriv- 
TAMAULIPAS poe ing for the winter 
| came in  unprece- 
ok ae dented numbers and 
several species ex- 
tended their migration routes eastward or their win- 
tering grounds southward and eastward as a result 
of these strong cold fronts. 

Gannet—On Sept. 20 Stephen G. Williams and 
Lawrence Tabony rescued a starved sub-adult Gannet 
from the surf at Galveston. This was apparently the 
third record for Texas. 
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Geese and Ducks.—September rains filled impound- 
ments on the Laguna Atascosa Refuge. This fresh 
water supply and the greatly increased acreage of 
farmland in milo maize and other small grains in 
the lower Rio Grande Valley were especially inviting 
to ducks and geese. Their numbers on Laguna Atascosa 
Refuge were greater than in any previous year. When 
the waterfowl peak was reached the third week in 
October, between 450,000 and 500,000 ducks and 
7000 geese were present. Pintails were present in 
greatest numbers, but about 100,000 were Redheads. 
Snow Geese were first reported at Cove on Sept. 28, 
when 5 were seen (A. K. McKay). On Oct. 5, flocks 
numbering in the hundreds were going over Cove 
(AKM), Houston (SGW ), and New Caney (Werner 
Gottsch). On Oct. 16 about 20,000 Snow Geese 
arrived at Rockport (Mrs. Jack Hagar). During the 
evening of Oct. 17 Snow Geese by the hundreds went 
over Houston (C. H. McNeese), and on Oct. 18 Snow 
Geese and Blue Geese in a ratio of about 20 to 1 
were seen moving eastward at Point Bolivar all day; 
probably 5000 birds were involved (John W. AIl- 
drich). Black-bellied Tree-ducks reached a peak of 
300 on the R. J. Montgomery ranch near Rio Hondo 
on Sept. 27 (L. C. Goldman). Wood Ducks, usually 
scarce, were present in some numbers. At Austin 22 
were reported on Oct. 30 (R. S. Payne), 2 on Nov. 
2 and 14 on Nov. 5 (E. B. Kincaid, Jr.). They were 
particularly common along the lower Trinity River 
where they were reported in numbers near Rye in 
November (R. Racki), and from the vicinity of Liberty 
where hundreds were seen on Oct. 27 (AKM). 

Hawks and Eagles—Between 7:30 and noon on 
Sept. 28, 59 Cooper's Hawks were observed migrating 
at the southwest tip of Galveston Island (F. G. Wat- 
son). The Broad-winged Hawk migration in the upper 
coastal area was fairly well reported. On Sept. 23 
flocks estimated to total 3000 to 5000 birds came to 
roost near Kountze (Kit Roberts). On Sept. 24 about 
300 were seen just north of Houston (Mrs. M. A. 
Hurst). On Sept. 26 large numbers, perhaps 10,000, 
were seen south of Kountze (KR). On Sept. 27 flocks 
took most of the afternoon to pass over the village of 
Lake Placedo 22 miles southeast of Victoria (Mrs. 
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Myrtle Braman). Harlan’s, Rough-legged, and Fer- 
ruginous Hawks, for the first time in the memory of 
contemporary observers, showed up in some numbers 
this fall. Rough-legged and Ferruginous Hawks were 
first reported from Rockport on Oct. 18 (JH), and 
Harlan’s Hawk from Aransas Refuge on Oct. 26 
(WG). A Ferruginous Hawk seen at Cove on Nov. 
30 by McKay was his first in eighteen years of observa- 
tion there. On Oct. 30, 2 Golden Eagles were observed 
near Austin (RSP), and on Nov. 27, 3 were seen 
near Hockley (MAH), these being the first known rec- 
ords for this part of Texas. On Sept. 28 a Prairie Fal- 
con, was migrating southwestward over Galveston 
Island, where rare (FGW). On Sept. 21 and 28 at 
Galveston Island the Sparrow Hawks followed a 
northeastward course, flying exactly counter to the 
other species (FGW). 

Cranes —Whooping Cranes arrived at Aransas 
Refuge from Oct. 14 on, reaching a total of 22 birds 
by Nov. 23 (J. A. Howard). Marshall C. Johnston 
observed a Whooping Crane migrating just west of 
Austin on Oct. 19. 

Shorebirds, Gulls —Am. Golden Plover, very rare 
in fall, were observed in the Trinity River marshes 
near Cove: 2 on Sept. 28, 1 on Oct. 5, and 3 on Oct. 
12, taking advantage of the hordes of army worms. 
Woodcock were present in greater numbers than 
usual, the first being seen at Austin, where they have 
never been recorded before, on Nov. 2 (MCJ, EBK). 
Wilson’s Snipe were present at Cove on Aug. 31; it 
was not until Oct. 10 that they appeared in moderate 
numbers (AKM). On Oct. 28 they arrived at Rock- 
port (JH). The first Upland Sandpipers were noted 
on July 25, when 2 were seen at Houston (FGW). 
Buff-breasted Sandpipers arrived earlier than previ- 
ously recorded by one day, 8 being seen at Cove 
(AKM) and 4 at Galveston (SGW), Aug. 17. The 
last were 7 at Cove on Oct. 5. These were 8 days 
later than in any previous year and were no doubt 
detained by the army worms. A Red Phalarope at 
Rockport on Oct. 5 and 6 was Mrs. Hagar’s first in 
that area. Franklin’s Gulls were seen in considerable 
numbers over a wide area. About 15,000 went over 
Cove on Oct. 11 (AKM). On Oct. 14, 1000 were 
seen feeding near Hockley (MAH). 

Owls, Goatsuckers, and Hummingbirds.—A single 
Burrowing Owl was present at a culvert near Deer 
Park from Sept. 30 to Oct. 6 (FGW). A Short-eared 
Owl at Cove on Oct. 19 was a month earlier than 
previous records (AKM). Chuck-will’s-widows mi- 
grated through the upper coastal area from Aug. 24 
to Oct. 5. The first was recorded at Cove (AKM), and 
the last at Houston (M. A. Yramategui). Ruby- 
throated Hummingbirds migrated through Rockport 
in a steady stream for most of October and a wave 
of Ruby-throated, Black-chinned, and Broad-tailed 
Hummingbirds went through Nov. 15-24 (JH). 

Flycatchers, Larks, and Swallows.—Western King- 
birds, usually scarce in the upper coastal area, were 
seen by several people and went through between 
Aug. 13 and Oct. 25. An Eastern Phoebe seen at 
Galveston on Sept. 7 (FGW) was very early. Horned 
Larks were noted at Austin, where rare, on Nov. 9, 
Dec. 7, and Dec. 14 (MCH, EBK). On Aug. 19 
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Barn Swallows were migrating continuously from 
early morning to late afternoon near Manvel south 
of Houston at a rate of 20 to 50 per minute (J. M. 
Heiser, Jr.). 

Brown Creeper to Pipits—The Brown Creeper 
came earlier and in greater numbers than usual. The 
first was noted at Cove on Oct. 18 (AKM). Robins 
and Eastern Bluebirds moved through the Region in 
large numbers, the heaviest concentration occurring at 
Rockport on Nov. 19, no doubt forced southward by 
the strong cold front. Robins and Eastern Bluebirds 
reached the Rio Grande Valley in numbers which con- 
trasted with last year’s almost total absence of these 
species (LCG). Golden-crowned Kinglets were much 
above normal in numbers. Mr. McKay at Cove says, 
“more than any year since 1939.’ Mrs. E. W. Miner 
found large numbers at the Little Thicket Sanctuary, 
and the situation in Houston was similar (FGW). In 
contrast, Mrs. Hagar did not observe the Golden- 
crowned Kinglet at Rockport and Mr. Kincaid re- 
ports that they were only normal at Austin. Sprague’s 
Pipits were present ‘‘one to three at a time’’ about 
50 being observed on Oct. 12 near Cove (AKM). 
Considering that in the Texas coastal area it is usually 
necessary to do considerable tramping in order to 
flush a Sprague’s Pipit, it might be said that we have 
been inundated by them this fall. 

Vireos, and Warblers —Only one wave was en- 
countered; this was of moderate proportions, and was 
noted both at La Porte (SGW), and Cove (AKM), 
on Sept. 20. The rare Black-throated Blue Warbler 
was observed at Cove on Oct. 25 (AKM). 

Orioles—An adult Alta Mira Oriole, was seen 
in San Benito on Sept. 17, and an immature on the 
Santa Ana Wildlife Refuge, Nov. 21 (LCG, CEH). 

Finches.—The Lark Bunting was seen in migration 
at Hondo in flocks of 100 to 150 on Nov. 23 (FGW). 
On Dec. 7 they were seen going through the Austin 
region, somewhat to the east of their normal route; 
63 birds were counted (EBK). The Lark Bunting was 
recorded on the Laguna Atascosa Refuge for the first 
time (LCG). Pine Siskins and Am. Goldfinches came 
in much greater numbers than in previous years, go- 
ing as far south as the Rio Grande Valley in sizeable 
flocks. The first Pine Siskin arrival was at Austin on 
Nov. 20, and they became abundant in the upper 
coastal area between Dec. 7 and Dec. 13. 

Sparrows.—Two Green-tailed Towhees were seen 
on Nov. 27 at Cove, more than 200 miles east of 
their nomal route (AKM). Single birds were also 
seen at Austin, where rare, on Dec. 7 and Dec. 14 
(MCJ, EBK). Slate-colored Junco numbers are much 
above recent years. Clay-colored Sparrows went 
through the Rio Grande Valley area in greater num- 
bers than had been noted before, and Brewers’ Spar- 
rows were seen near Harlingen (C. T. Gill). For the 
first time on record Harris’s Sparrows came as far 
south as the Gulf Coast. The first arrival was at Cove 
on Nov. 1 (AKM). Numbers increased until late 
November, at which time this species was mixed with 
White-throated Sparrows in about equal numbers.— 
LUTHER C. GOLDMAN, Laguna Atascosa Refuge, San 
Benito, Tex., and FRANK G. WATSON, 4110 Drum- 
mond St., Houston 25, Tex. 





